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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women 


1998 


January  16-17 
January  25 

Task  Force  for  Annual  Meeting,  Ruston 

UMW  Sunday 

February  13-14 

Mid-Year  Executive  Committee,  Louisiana  Conference  Center 

March  21 

March  21 

Finance  Committee,  Louisiana  Conference  Center 
Committee  on  Nominations,  Louisiana  Conference  Center 

April  12 

EASTER 

May  14-17 

ASSEMBLY,  Orlando,  FL 

June  1-4 

June  19-23 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

West  Gulf  Regional  School  Shreveport 

July  13-14 

July  15-18 

Committee  Meetings 

Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

September  17 
September  18-19 

Executive  Committee 
Conference  Annual  Meeting,  Ruston 

October  16-17  or  23-24 

DELT,  Muriel  Miller,  Chair 

November  14 
November  21-23 

School  Committee,  Conference  Center 
Leadership  Development  Event,  Chicago 

1999 


January 
January  24 


Task  Force  for  Annual  Meeting 
UMW  Sunday 


February  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee 

February  26-28  Conference  Retreat,  Armette  Fortuna,  Chair;  Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Asst. 


April  4 


EASTER 
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PAT  COBB 

Pat  has  served  as  president  of  her  local  unit,  St.  Luke’s  in  New  Orleans;  president  of  the 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District;  and  is  now  completing  four  years  as  president  of  the  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women.  She  has  also  served  as  the  district  and  conference  membership  chair; 
district  vice-president  and  publicity  chair.  She  is  the  assistant  dean  of  the  1998  School  of 
Christian  Mission  and  will  be  the  dean  of  the  1999  School. 

Pat  is  an  active  member  of  her  church  and  the  choir.  She  is  a docent  of  the  Botanical 
Gardens  in  City  Park,  serving  as  a tour  guide  for  school  children.  She  is  also  a driver  for  the 
Wheels  That  Care  program  at  the  Lakeview  Shepherd  Center. 

The  day  before  being  installed  as  conference  president,  her  daughter  presented  her  with 
a new  granddaughter  in  Boston.  A few  months  later,  her  husband,  Earl,  had  a stroke.  And,  this 
past  year  her  son  had  a serious  illness.  But,  through  it  all,  with  her  pleasant  personality  and 
creative  ways,  she  has  been  an  excellent  leader  and  a brilliant  guiding  light  for  all  of  us,  radiating 
the  joy  and  love  of  the  Lord. 

This  book  is  lovingly  dedicated  to  Pat  Cobb. 
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THE  PURPOSE  OF  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 


The  organized  unit  of  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  shall  be  a 
community  of  women  whose  PURPOSE  is  to  know  God  and  to  experience 
freedom  as  whole  persons  through  Jesus  Christ;  to  develop  a 
creative,  supportive  fellowship;  and  to  expand  concepts  of  mission 
through  participation  in  the  global  ministries  of  the  church. 


PURPOSE  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  DIVISION 

The  Women's  Division  shall  be  actively  engaged  in  fulfilling 
the  mission  of  the  Church  and  shall  interpret  the  PURPOSE  OF  UNITED 
METHODIST  WOMEN.  With  continuing  awareness  of  the  concerns  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Church  in  today's  world,  the  Women's 
Division  shall  be  an  advocate  for  the  oppressed  and  dispossessed 
with  special  attention  to  the  needs  of  women  and  children;  shall 
work  to  build  a supportive  community  among  women;  shall  engage  in 
activities  which  foster  growth  in  the  Christian  faith,  mission 
education,  and  Christian  social  involvement  throughout  the 
organization.  (Discipline  Paragraph  1317) 

THE  COVER 

The  design  on  the  cover  was  taken  from  the  Annual  Meeting 
Program  book.  The  theme  of  the  Annual  Meeting  was  "Thy  Word  Is  A 
Lamp . " 


DEDICATION 

The  dedication  was  written  by  Norma  S.  Winegeart,  immediate 
past  conference  president.  Norma  is  currently  serving  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations.  She  worked  on  many 
United  Methodist  Women  conference  activities  with  Pat  Cobb. 


OUR  POLICY 

IT  IS  AGAINST  THE  POLICY  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  DIVISION  TO  RELEASE  LISTS 
OF  OFFICERS  TO  ANY  ORGANIZATIONS  OR  COMMERCIAL  FIRMS.  THESE  LISTS 
ARE  PUBLISHED  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  LOCAL,  DISTRICT,  AND  CONFERENCE 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  ONLY 
AND  ARE  TO  BE  USED  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  WOMEN. 
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WOMEN’S  DIVISION 


President Sara  S.  Shingler 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115 

Deputy  General  Secretary  Joyce  Sohl 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  101 15 

Executive  Secretary  for  Leadership  Education Sue  C.  Johnson 

Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th  Avenue,  S. 
Nashville,  TN  37212-2166  (615-320-4601) 

Director  from  Louisiana  Conference  Doris  Burnett  Brown 

12167  Banofax,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70814  (504-275-0043) 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  OFFICERS 


President Jerry  Williams 

1967  Willow  Lake  Drive,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017-7659  (314-532-5934) 

Vice  President  Anne  U.  Todd 

7010  S.  Jan  Mar  Drive,  Dallas,  TX  75230  (214-363-1468) 

Secretary Peggy  Wright 

3010  Edgemont,  Abilene,  TX  79605  (915-690-1712) 

Treasurer Delores  L. Garcia 

202  S.  Westgate  Drive,  Weslaco,  TX  78596  (210-968-5179) 

Additional  Member Kathleen  Conrad 

107  Kansas  St.,  Lafayette  70501-3843  (3 18-235-1941;  233-7016) 


LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


President Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge  70802-5720 

Secretary Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway 

527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge  70802-5720 


CONFERENCE  BOARD  OF  LAITY 


Conference  Lay  Leader 


O.  Fred  Loy 

4536  Chelsea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge  70809 


CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  MEN 


President 


Jay  Hinckley 

Route  1,  Box  10,  Dodson  71422  (318-345-3367) 
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LOUISIANA  CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 


President  - 1998  Betty  Cummings 

1007  Emerson  Monroe,  LA  7 1 20 1 

President  Elect  -(March  1998)  Martha  Boone 

12623  Mansfield  Road,  Keithville,  LA  71047 

First  Vice  President  Celina  Carter 

3701  Bruxelles  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

Second  Vice  President  - 1998  Ruth  N.  Wilson 

817  N.  Gayoso  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70119 

Secretary  - Ruth  Waits 

Box  523,  Barksdale  AFB,  Bossier  City,  LA  71110 

Treasurer  - 1998  Vira  Thurston 

P.  O.  Box  371  Bastrop,  LA  71221 

Communications  - TBA 


DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


Acadiana  Terry  C.  Willis 

Toulouse  Bldg.  Suite  211,  850  Kaliste  Saloom  Rd.,  Lafayette  70508 

Alexandria Reverend  Donald  R.  Avery 

2013  MacArthur  Drive  Bldg.  2,  Suite  2,  Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Baton  Rouge  Reverend  Leslie  P.  Norris 

5713  Superior  Drive,  Suite  A-2,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Lake  Charles Dr.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

816  Kirkman  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 

Monroe Reverend  Marie  P.  Williams 

909  N 18th,  Suite  #209,  Monroe,  LA  71201 

New  Orleans  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 

3401  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70119 

North  Shore Reverend  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III 

124  Lisa  Lane,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 

Ruston  Reverend  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

901  South  Vienne,  Ruston,  LA  71273 

Shreveport Reverend  Robert  L.  Potter 

P.  O.  Box  4 1 1 88,  Shreveport,  LA  71134-1188 


PROJECTS  AND  DIRECTORS  IN  OUR  CONFERENCE 

MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services  Mr.  Gerald  J.  Bridges 

1210  E Main  Street,  Houma,  LA  70360 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  Rev.  Gregor  Dike 

1 130  N.  Rampart,  New  Orleans,  LA  .70116 

Dulac  Community  Center  Donna  Kay  Campbell 

101  Coast  Guard  Road,  Dulac,  LA  70353 

Sager-Brown  Center  For  Enabling  Ministries  Mr.  John  Innis,  Director 

P.  O.  Box  850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
Conference  Officers 


Constitution  and  Bylaws  Handbook,  1997-2000,  pages  33,  Article  III 


President Elouise  Sanders  (Miss) 

120  Elouise  Lane,  Arcadia,  LA  71001  (318-263-2512) 

Vice  President Hilda  D.  Sills  (Mrs.) 

4745  Overton  Drive,  New  Orleans,  LA  70122  (504-288-3439) 

Secretary Carolyn  Colvin  (Mrs.  John) 

4727  Gilbert  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  71  106  (318-868-2870) 


Evelyn  Evans  (Mrs.  Sidney) 

100  St.  Clair,  Natchitoches,  LA  71457  (318-352-7123) 

Annette  Fortuna  (Mrs.  D.  F.) 

1133  Finks  Hideaway,  Monroe,  LA  71203  (318-343-0461) 

Social  Action Muriel  Miller  (Mrs.  Robert) 

3702  Carl  Road,  Alexandria,  LA  71301  (318-445-3828) 

Education  and  Interpretation Frances  Patton  (Mrs.) 

407  Gregory  Street,  Vidalia,  LA  71373-4072  (318-336-5452) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Brenda  J.  Canty  (Ms.) 

3509  North  38th  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805  (504-356-7615) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Gwen  Streams  (Ms.) 

753  St.  Charles  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301  (504-447-4220) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations  Norma  Winegeart  (Mrs.  Jack) 

254  Forest  Avenue,  Shreveport,  LA  71104-4507  (318-869-4744) 

Communications  Coordinator Rita  Parham  (Miss) 

824  Europe  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-6013  (504-383-2544) 


Treasurer 

Mission  Coordinators  for: 
Spiritual  Growth 


Conference  Standing  Rules  & Guidelines; 

Editor,  2 year  term  1998-99  Nancy  M.  Carruth  (Dr.) 

P.  O.  Box  267,  Bunkie,  LA  71322  (318-346-2249) 

Historian,  2 year  term  1998-99  Seola  Callahan  (Mrs.) 

1048  Cypress  Creek  Rd.,  Oakdale,  LA  71463-9503  (318-335-3521) 


Chairperson,  Committee  on  Standing  Rules 

and  Guidelines,  2 year  term  1998-1999  Jean  Rockhold  (Mrs.  Jack) 

221  Country  Rd.,  Jonesboro,  LA  71251  (318-259-4864) 

Member,  Women’s  Division  Doris  Brown  (Mrs.  Arnold) 

12167  Banofax,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70814  (504-275-0043) 
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Dean,  1998  School  of  Christian  Mission 


Emily  McCoy  (Mrs.) 

71 12  Main  Hwy.,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582  (318-394-4784) 


West  Gulf  Regional  Planning  Team  Gwen  Streams  (Ms.) 

753  St.  Charles  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301  (504-447-4220) 

Member,  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Team Kathleen  Conrad  (Mrs.  Clifton) 

107  Kansas  St.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501-3843  (318-235-1941;  233-7016) 

Ex-Officio/Honorary  Vice  President  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Joy) 

7344  Woodstock  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809  (504-927-5130) 

Executive  Secretary  for  Leadership  Education Sue  C.  Johnson  (Miss) 

Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th  Ave.  S 
Nashville,  TN  37212-2166  (615-320-4601) 

Honorary  Member  of  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women Lydia  Istomina 

Posadskaya  49-45 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia  620086 


DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS 


Acadiana Kathleen  Phillips  (Mrs.) 

415  Elmwood,  Lafayette,  LA  70503  (318-984-3352) 

Alexandria Janet  Ward  (Mrs.) 

496  Tiger  Road,  Lecompte,  LA  71328  (318-442-0711) 

Baton  Rouge Betty  Pope  (Mrs.  Robin) 

3265  Pope  Road,  Zachary,  LA  70791  (504-654-5059) 

Lake  Charles Jeroldean  Dommert  (Mrs.) 

173  Roy  Dommert  Lane,  Iota,  LA  70543  (318-824-2141) 

Monroe Jo  Traweek  (Mrs.) 

1 10  Pinewood  Drive,  West  Monroe,  LA  71291-7706  (318-396-1319) 

New  Orleans  June  Sanchez  (Mrs.  Andrew) 

1519  Charbonnet  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70117  (504-948-3677) 

North  Shore Jane  Eubanks  (Mrs.  William) 

205  College  Drive,  Hammond,  LA  70401  (504-345-2485) 

Ruston  Maxie  Garrett  (Mrs.  William) 

2874  Jackson  Dr.,  Haynesville,  LA  71038  (318-624-0964) 

Shreveport Nan  Bland  (Mrs.  Cecil,  Jr.) 

254  College  St.,  Shreveport,  LA  71104  (318-221-7812) 
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REPRESENTATIVES  TO  GENERAL  CHURCH  BOARDS 


Council  on  Finance Lois  Heath 

Board  of  Discipleship Anita  Crump 

Finance  Officer  Joyce  Hazel 

Commission  on  General  Conference,  Class  of  2000  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 


REPRESENTATIVES  TO  CONFERENCE  BOARDS  AND  AGENCIES 


Many  United  Methodist  Women  are  members  of  Conference  boards,  commissions,  committees  and  agencies.  These 
listed  are  "by  virtue  of  their  office"  or  special  election. 


Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

Coordinator  of  Social  Action  Muriel  Miller 

Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

President  of  Conference  United  Methodist  Women Elouise  Sanders 

Coordinator  for  Education  and  Interpretation Frances  Patton 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 

Conference  President  of  UMW  Elouise  Sanders 

Immediate  Past  President  Pat  Cobb 

Lay  Delegation  to  General  & Jurisdictional  Conferences:  Nancy  Carruth 

Anita  Crump.  ...  Pat  Cobb.  . . . Carolyn  Dove.  . . .Seola  Callahan 

Sarah  Schoeffler.  . . Vera  Packer 


Conference  Committee  on  Nominations 

Conference  President  of  UMW  Elouise  Sanders 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

2 from  Conference  - UMW  President Elouise  Sanders 

June  Sanchez 

Executive  Committee  - Conference  UMW  President  Elouise  Sanders 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  representatives: 

Representative  from  UMW Joyce  Reed 

Conference  Audio-Visual  Library  committee 

UMW  Representative Rita  Parham 

Trustees  and  Boards  of  Directors: 

United  Methodist  Children  & Family  Services  of  Louisiana 

President  of  Conference  UMW  Elouise  Sanders 

Wesley  Foundation,  Tulane  University 

New  Orleans  District  UMW  president  June  Sanchez 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry  (UNO,  SUNO,  & Delgado) 

New  Orleans  District  UMW  president  June  Sanchez 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech 

Ruston  District  UMW  president  Maxie  Garrett 

S.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  New  Orleans,  LA 

New  Orleans  District  UMW  president  June  Sanchez 

Dulac  Community  Center,  Dulac,  LA 

President  Conference  UMW  Elouise  Sanders 

MacDonell  Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  Houma,  LA 

President  Conference  UMW  Elouise  Sanders 
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MEMBERS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 


Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson  (2  yr.  term  1997-1998) 

Class  of  1998:  Joyce  Hazel,  2701  Gen.  Moore,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 

Ethel  Lilly,  P.  O.  Box  309,  Mansfield,  LA  71052 
Norma  Winegeart,  254  Forest  Avenue,  Shreveport,  LA  71104-4507 

Class  of  1999:  Eloise  Cox,  Box  76,  Jena,  LA  71312 

Rosalie  Pryor,  501  Douglas  St.,  Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Class  of  2000  Betty  Tripp,  109  Arizona  St.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Gail  Epperson,  1305  Greenlawn,  Slidell,  LA  70458 

Class  of  2001  Fannie  P.  Reddix,  1330  Cambronne  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70118-2002 

Alice  Irving,  9466  Redwood  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70814 

DISTRICT  TREASURERS 

Acadiana Nardine  Broussard  (Mrs.) 

502  Dutton  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70503  (318-984-4931) 

Alexandria Dallene  Perkins  (Mrs.) 

P O Box  494,  Cottonport,  LA  71467  (318-876-2454) 

Baton  Rouge Linn  D.  McNary 

1 1882  Twin  Oak  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815  (504-272-7750) 

Lake  Charles  Pat  Davis  (Mrs.) 

1417  Hope,  Sulphur,  LA  70663  (318-625-8514) 

Monroe Betty  Gardner 

3101  Stowers  Drive,  Monroe,  LA  71201-1951  (318-388-3565) 

New  Orleans Sallie  Uhl  (Mrs.) 

704  Jefferson  Avenue,  Metairie,  LA  70001  (504-834-8558) 

North  Shore Tillie  Shows  (Mrs.) 

210  Kimberly  Drive,  Mandeville,  LA  (504-626-3973) 

Ruston  Page  Harrison  (Mrs.  C.  N.) 

709  6th  St.,  Springhill,  LA  71075  (318-539-4368) 

Shreveport  Jeanette  McCalman  (Mrs.) 

715  Palmetto  Avenue,  Plain  Dealing,  LA  71064  (318-326-5921) 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
COMMITTEES  1998 


Executive  Committee 
Constitution  & Bylaws  Handbook 
United  Methodist  Women  1997-2000 
pages  33-34,  Article  III,  Section  I 

Elouise  Sanders,  Chairperson 

Hilda  Sills 

Carolyn  Colvin 

Evelyn  Evans 

Annette  Fortuna 

Muriel  Miller 

Frances  Patton 

Brenda  Canty 

Gwen  Streams 

Rita  Parham 

Norma  Winegeart 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 

Sue  C.  Johnson 

Doris  Brown 

Kathleen  Conrad 

Seola  Callahan 

Joy  Solomon 

Emily  McCoy 

Nancy  Carruth 

Jean  Rockhold 

9 District  Presidents 


Committee  on  Finance 
C & B,  page  35,  Article  IV,  Section  2 

Evelyn  Evans,  Chairperson 

Elouise  Sanders 

Hilda  D.  Sills 

Carolyn  Colvin 

Muriel  Miller 

Frances  Patton 

Brenda  Canty 

Rita  Parham 

9 District  Treasurers 

UMW  Conference  Standing  Rules 

Nancy  Carruth 

Committee  on  Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach 

C & B,  page  35,  Article  IV,  Section  3 

Brenda  Canty,  Chairperson 
Elouise  Sanders 
Carolyn  Colvin 
Norma  Winegeart 
Rita  Parham 
Frances  Patton 

9 District  MNO  Chairpersons 


Administrative  Committee 
C & B,  page  34,  Article  III,  Sect.  2 

Elouise  Sanders,  Chairperson 
Hilda  D.  Sills 
Carolyn  Colvin 
Evelyn  Evans 
Muriel  Miller 

Committee  on  Program 
C & B,  pages  34-35,  Article  IV,  Sect.  1 

Hilda  D.  Sills,  Chairperson 
Elouise  Sanders 
Evelyn  Evans 
Carolyn  Colvin 
Annette  Fortuna 
Muriel  Miller 
Frances  Patton 
Gwen  Streams 
Rita  Parham 

Emily  MCCoy,  1998  Dean 
Joy  Solomon 
Nancy  Carruth 


Committee  on  Nominations 
C & B,  pages  36,  Article  IV,  Section  4 

Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson 
Class  of  1998: 

Joyce  Hazel 
Ethel  Lilly 
Norma  Winegeart 
Class  of  1999: 

Eloise  Cox 
Rosalie  Pryor 
Class  of  2000: 

Betty  Tripp 
Gail  Epperson 
Class  of  2001 : 

Fannie  P.  Reddix 
Alice  Irving 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CHARTER  FOR 
RACIAL  JUSTICE  POLICIES 
C & B,  Page  37,  Article  IV,  Section  6 
Elouise  Sanders,  Chairperson 
Muriel  Miller,  Social  Action 
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CONFERENCE  COMMITTEES.  PAGE  2 


Charter  Committee  continued 

Norma  Winegeart,  Nominations 
Nominated  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations 
District  President:  June  Sanchez,  97-98 
Executive  Committee:  Gwen  Streams,  97-99 
Three  year  terms  1998—2000 
Jeroldean  Dommert 
Rita  Parham 

COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOL  OF  CHRISTIAN 

MISSION,  C «&  B,  pgs  36-37,  Article 

IV,  Section  5 

Emily  MCCoy,  Dean 

Pat  Cobb,  Asst.  Dean 

Elouise  Sanders 

Hilda  Sills 

Carolyn  Colvin 

Evelyn  Evans 

Annette  Fortuna 

Muriel  Miller 

Frances  Patton 

Gwen  Streams 

Nancy  Carruth 

Patty  Lindsey 

Rita  Parham 

Registrar  & Housing 

Music  Leaders 

Nurse 

Audio/Visuals 

COMMITTEE  ON  STANDING  RULES 

C & B,  page  37,  Article  IV,  Section  7 
UMW  Conference  Standing  Rules 
Two-year  terms  1998-2000 
Jean  Rockhold,  Chairperson 
Billie  Adams 
Sandy  DeCelle 
Lorraine  Sparks 
Hessie  Watson 
Norma  Winegeart 
Elouise  Sanders,  ex-officio 

COMMITTEE  ON  ANNUAL 
REPORT/DIRECTORY 
C & B,  page  37,  Article  IV, 

Section  7 

Carolyn  Colvin, Chairperson 
Elouise  Sanders 
Evelyn  Evans 


TASK  GROUP  ON  1998  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Maxie  Garrett,  Chairperson  & District  President 

Kitty  DeFreese,  Assistant  Chair 

Elouise  Sanders 

Carolyn  Colvin 

Evelyn  Evans 

Rita  Parham 

3 to  be  selected  by  Chairperson 

TASK  GROUP  ON  PELT  1998 

Muriel  Miller,  Chairperson 
, Asst.  Chairperson 


TASK  GROUP  ON  RETREAT  1999 

Annette  Fortuna,  Chairperson 
Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Asst.  Chairperson 


Address  not  listed  elsewhere: 

Kitty  DeFreese,  (Mrs.  Travis) 
410  Forest  Circle 
Ruston  71270 
318/255-4984 

Pat  Cobb,  (Mrs.  Earl) 

7117  Memphis  Street 

New  Orleans,  LA  70124-3553 

504/288-6962 
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DISTRICT  OFFICERS  AND  LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT  (936) 


President Kathleen  Phillips  (Mrs.) 

415  Elmwood  Dr.,  Lafayette  70503  (318-984-3352) 

Vice  President Melba  Jackson  (Ms.) 

P.  O.  Box  244,  Crowley  70527  (318-942-1800) 

Secretary  Sharon  Coleman  (Mrs.) 

15  Hale,  Lot  3,  Franklin  70538  (318-828-2902) 

Treasurer Nordine  Broussard  (Mrs.) 

502  Dutton  Drive,  Lafayette  70503  (318-984-4931) 


Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Becky  Watson  (Mrs.) 

460  Carver  Lane,  Opelousas  70570  (318-948-4173) 

Social  Action Dolores  Henderson  (Mrs.) 

726  Leona  St.  Morgan  City  70380  (504-384-6779) 

Education  and  Interpretation Alva  Charatain  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  Box  156,  Charenton  70523  (318-923-4422) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Margie  Hanna  (Mrs.) 

523  W.  Taft,  Lafayette  70503  (318-232-1474) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Juanita  Lagard  (Mrs.) 

41 1 Kidd  St.  #5,  Morgan  City  70380  (Unlisted) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Joyce  Thibodeaux  (Mrs.) 

2005  Ruby  Drive,  Houma  70363  (504-868-0100) 

Communications  Coordinator Cheryl  Milbum 

Rt.  1,  Box  55H,  Opelousas  70570  (318-948-4837) 


Sub-Districts: 


I JoAnn  Foreman  (Mrs.) 

3313  Riceland  Road,  Rayne  70578  (318-873-0416) 

II  Linda  Theriot  (Mrs.) 


1060  W.  Tunnel  Blvd.,  Houma  70360  (504-851-2510  or  879-4976) 
LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Sub-District  1 

Abbeville  (24) Cherry  Nunez,  2610  Pumping  Plant  Rd.,  Abbeville  70510 

Wiley  (18) Rosalie  Toussaint  (Mrs.  Herbert),  P O Box  183,  Lottie  70756 

Indian  Bayou  (45)  Carolyn  Gary  (Mrs.),  1810  Gary  Rd.,  Rayne  70578 

Centenary  (31) Diana  Scott  (Mrs.  Lloyd),  308  N.  Parkerson,  Rayne  70578 

Jeanerette: 
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St.  Paul  (20)  Doris  F.  Solco  (Mrs.),  601  Pellerin,  Jeanerette  70544 

St  Peter  (55)  Lou  Myrtle  Slaughter  (Mrs.),  2616  Hubertville  Rd.,  Jeanerette  70544 

Mt  Zion/Oliver  Inactive 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  (70) Margaret  Best  (Mrs.),  106  Plaza  Village  Dr.,  Lafayette  70506 

Church  o/t  Covenant(33)  Sandra  Keys  (Mrs.),  1 19  N.  Locksley  Dr.,  Lafayette  70508 

Immanuel  (25)  Helen  B.  Green  (Mrs.),  101  Scepter  Circle,  Lafayette  70507 

First  (103)  Nordine  Broussard  (Mrs.  Henry),  502  Dutton  Dr.,  Lafayette  70503 

Northwood  (12)  Betty  Tripp  (Mrs.),  109  Arizona  St,  Lafayette  70501 

Green  Chapel  (10) Roxanna  A.  Hatch  (Mrs.),  P O Box  104,  Lottie  70756 

New  Iberia: 

First  (74) Marilyn  J.  Carter  (Ms.),  513  Kirk  St.,  New  Iberia  70560 

St.  James  (15)  Jennie  Foreman  (Mrs.),  623  E.  St.  Peter  St.,  New  Iberia  70560 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  Inactive 

St  Mark  (40)  Julia  Joubert  (Mrs.),  733  Patsy  St.,  Opelousas  70570 

St  Martinville/Mallalieu  (15)  Jo-Francis  Williams  (Mrs.),  807  Frenzel  St.,  New  Iberia  70560 

Sub-District  II 

Berwick  First  (10)  Brenda  Billiot  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  60,  Berwick  70342 

Trinity  (20) Alva  M.  Charatain  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  156  Charenton  70523 

Thibodaux  First  (20)  Dot  Meyer  (Ms.),  108  Menard  Place,  Thibodaux  70301 

Franklin  First  (28) Sharon  Coleman  (Mrs.),  15  Hale  St.,  #3,  Franklin  70538 

June  Stevens  (Mrs.),  2979  Hwy.  87,  Franklin  70538 

Asbury  (15) Savannah  Barabin  (Mrs.),  315  Morris  St.,  Franklin  70538 

Walmsley  (7) Dorothy  Benton  (Mrs.),  714  3rd  St.,  Morgan  City  70380 

Mason  (11) Juanita  LaGard  (Mrs.),  41 1 Kidd  St.,  #5,  Morgan  City  70380 

Calvary  (26)  Gwen  Streams  (Ms.),  753  St.  Charles  St.,  Thibodaux  70301 

Houma-  First  (95)  Velma  Hebert  (Mrs.),  112  General  Lee  St.,  Houma  70360 

Bayou  Blue  (40) Linda  K.  Theriot  (Mrs.),  1060  West  Tunnel  Blvd.,  Houma  70360 

Memorial  (26) Judy  Zeringue  (Mrs.),  1202  Hyland  Dr.,  Lockport  70374 

Magnolia  (25)  Carolyn  Moore  (Ms.),  211  Winder  St.,  Thibodaux  70302 

Pharr  Chapel  (23) Harriet  H.  Folse  (Mrs.),  3 Glenwood  Ave.,  Morgan  City  70380 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  (688) 

President Janet  Ward  (Mrs.) 

496  Tiger  Lake  Rd.,  Lecompte  71396-8771  (318-442-0711) 

Vice  President  Peggy  Johns  (Mrs.) 

1504  Nugent  St.,  Nolley  71342  (318-992-5024) 

Secretary Audrey  Maxwell  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  Box  842,  Jena  71342  (318-992-4026) 

Treasurer Dallene  Perkins  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  Box  494,  Cottonport  71327  (318-876-2454) 

Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Willie  Mae  Kimbrough  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  602,  Marksville  71351  (318-253-4028) 
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Social  Action 


Gladys  Revels  (Mrs.  Earl) 

912  Fifth  St.  Natchitoches  71457  (318-352-1485) 


Education  and  Interpretation Fern  Christianson  (Mrs.) 

1017  Oma  St.,  Natchitoches  71457  (318-352-8206) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Lerna  Henderson  (Mrs.  Wiley) 

2415  Cumins  St.,  Alexandria  71301  (318-442-8263) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Kathleen  Thom  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Pollock  71467  (318-765-3720) 

Chairpersons,  Committee  on  Nominations  Dora  Combest  (Mrs.) 

534  Rowena  St.,  Natchitoches  71457  (318-352-6302) 

Nettie  Williams  (Mrs.) 

2518  Houston  Street,  Alexandria  71301  (318-445-8321) 

Communications  Coordinator Judy  Morino  McDonald  (Mrs.) 

59  Sandy  Lane,  Elmer  71424  (318-793-5612) 

Historian Earlena  Crammer  (Mrs.) 

185  Rosier  Rd.,  Deville  71328  (318-466-3830) 


LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 

Alexandria: 

First  (120) Maunette  Risher  (Mrs.),  505  Wychiffe  Way,  Alexandria  71303 

Horseshoe  Drive  (65) Susie  Nall  (Mrs.),  1180  Lake  Drive,  Woodsworth  71485 

Newman  (20) Vonda  B.  Clark  (Mrs.),  3847  Spencer  St.,  Alexandria  71302 

St  Mark  (15)  Betty  Rainey  (Mrs.),  603  Daspit  St.,  Alexandria  71302 

Trinity  (27)  Elva  Doyle  (Mrs.),  5410  Mar-Bud  Trace,  Pineville  71360-9380 

Wilton  (28)  Nettie  Marie  Williams  (Mrs.),  2518  Houston  St.,  Alexandria  71301 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  (14) Veda  Deville  (Mrs.),  265  Slaughterhouse  Rd.,  Bunkie  71322 

Trinity  (17)  Betty  Williams,  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  702  Bunkie  71322 

Wesley  (25) Malinda  Irving  (Mrs.),  3803  Morris  St.,  Alexandria  71301 

Hineston-Fellowship  (15) Sandra  Melder  (Mrs.),  214  Hwy.  461,  Hineston  71438 

Nolly  Memorial  (32) Genie  Jones  (Mrs.),  219  W.  Tennessee  St.,  Jena  71342 

Marksville  (12)  Sue  LaPrairie  (Mrs.  Keith),  4235  Washington  St.,  Marksville  71351 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury  (21)  Gladys  Revels  (Mrs.),  912  Fifth  St.  Natchitoches  71457 

First  (110) Ethelene  Reichel  (Mrs.),  752  St.  Maurice  Lane,  Natchitoches  71457 

College  Ave  (14)  Debbie  Tebbetts  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  844,  Natchitoches  71457 

Pineville: 

First  (59) Thelma  Heame  (Mrs.),  516  Hiawatha  Trace,  Pineville  71360 

Palestine  (25) TBA 

Wesley  (— ) Temporarily  disbanded 

Pollock  (17)  Kathleen  Thom  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  94,  Pollock  71467 

Winnfield-First  (52)  Jan  Beville  (Mrs.),  1 85  Country  Club  Road,  Winnfield  71483 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  (1621) 
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President Betty  Pope  (Mrs.  Robin) 

3265  Pope  Rd.,  Zachary  70791-2950  (504-654-5059) 

Vice  President Joyce  Reed  (Mrs.  Harold) 

10230  Ridgely  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70809-2838  (504-292-4763) 

Secretary  Gwen  Cook  (Mrs.  John) 


9377  N.  Parkview  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70815-4249  (504-924-2305) 

Linn  D.  MCNary  (Miss) 

11882  Twin  Oak  Ave..  Baton  Rouge  70815  (504-272-7750) 

Jessie  M.  Rushing  (Mrs.) 

325  N.  23rd  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70802-3102  (504-383-7175) 

Education  and  Interpretation Geraldine  Harris  (Mrs.  Otha) 

P.  O.  Box  430,  Belle  Rose  70341  (504-369-6023) 

Social  Action Pam  Gallow  (Mrs.  Fontain) 

3237  Vancouver,  Baton  Rouge  70819  (504-275-7276) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Veargnee  Gamer  (Mrs.  Robert) 

746  N.  37th  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70802  (504-344-7177) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Lana  Lathan  (Mrs.  Jim) 

131  Ogden  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806-5013  (504-383-4380) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Ann  Joseph  (Mrs.  Jerome) 

P.  O.  Box  208,  Belle  Rose  70341  (504-473-6443) 


Treasurer 

Mission  Coordinators: 

Spiritual  Growth 


Communications  Coordinator Beth  Dawson  (Mrs.  Scott) 

4675  Hwy.  68,  Jackson  70748  (504-654-9653) 
LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Baker-First  (32) Mary  Alice  Ellis  (Mrs.),  3544  Buchanan,  Baker  70714 

Baton  Rouge: 

Blackwater  (99)  Bess  Mitchell  (Mrs.  Bill),  9006  Roundtree,  Baton  Rouge  70818 

Broadmoor  (199)  Rebecca  Fox  (Mrs.  Charles),  1905  Erlanger,  Baton  Rouge  70816-8636 

Camphor  (55) Doris  E.  Carter  (Mrs.  Rufus),  1432  Robin  St.  Baton  Rouge  70807 

Evangeline  (38) Maurine  Parker  (Mrs.  Thomas),  7435  Prescott  Rd.,  Baton  Rouge  70812 

First  (220) Alice  Stevens  (Mrs.),  7955  Jefferson  Place  #B,  Baton  Rouge  70809 

Francis  Asbury  (30) Paula  Pittman  (Mrs.),  11678  Tams  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70815 

Hughes  (11)  Veargnee  Gamer  (Mrs.  Robert),  746  N 37th  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70802 

Ingleside  (64) Ina  Porter  (Mrs.),  8922  Darby  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge  70806 

Jefferson  (62) Myra  Myers  (Miss),  7344  Meadowview  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge  70810 

Jordan  (25)  Juanita  Russell  (Mrs.),  644  Lonita  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70815 

Neely  (22) Shilanda  Shamlin  (Mrs.  Gwynn),  1051  Briarridge  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70810 

St  Andrews  (52) Mildred  George  (Mrs.  Charlie),  4921  Front  Royal,  Baton  Rouge,  70817 

St  John’s  (61) Margaret  Roper  (Mrs.  Shelby)  9433  Carney  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70815 

St  Luke’s  (27)  Florence  Baker  (Mrs.  Milton),  15833  Paint  Ave.,  Greenwell  Springs  70739 

St  Mark  (150) Joyce  Foster  Banks  (Mrs.  John),  10425  Birchwood  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70807 

University  (90) Mary  Eleanor  Cole  (Mrs.  J.  F.),  3350  Dalrymple,  Baton  Rouge  70808 
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Wesley  (30) Mamie  R.  Pero  (Mrs.  Leroy),  9423  Southlawn  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70810 

Belle  Rose-St  James  (12)  Angella  Pearly  P.  O.  Box  414,  Belle  Rose  70346 

Clinton: 

Asbury  (20) Mary  Ella  Tutson  (Mrs.  Willie),  Box  9034,  Clinton  70722 

Beech  Grove  (17)  Olivia  Knox  (Mrs.  Woodrow),  Rt.  5,  Box  285,  Greenwell  Springs  70729 

St.  Paul  (18) Betty  Bowers  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  762  Clinton  70722 

Donaldsonville-St  Peter:  (26)  . . Angelina  Comminey  (Mrs.  Herman),  705  E.  McGinnis,  Donaldsonville  70346 
Gonzales: 


Faithful  (8)  

First  (49) 

St.  Landry  (18) 

Lutcher  - Lutcher  Chapel  ( 1 7) 

Lutcher  (6)  

Jackson  (32)  

Plaquemine: 

First  (23) 

Port  Allen  - Scott  (20)  .... 
Zachary  - Deerford  (13)  ... 
Zachary  (75)  


Ellie  Ketchen  (Mrs.  Gene),  P.  O.  Box  310,  French  Settlement 

Kaye  Hertwig  (Mrs.  Tom),  3112  Evergreen  Gonzales 

. . . Stella  Lewis  (Mrs.  McKinley),  1925  S.  Robert,  Gonzales 

Mary  Jones,  266  Marigold,  Mt.  Airy 

Betty  Johnson  (Mrs.  C.  H.),  P.  O.  Box  212,  Lutcher 

Elizabeth  Brumley  (Mrs.  James),  7866  Connie  Dr.,  Jackson 

. . Phyllis  Wilbert  (Mrs.  S.  J.),  59149  Maple  St.,  Plaquemine 
. Ethel  Bouligny  (Mrs.  Houston),  P.  O.  Box  994,  Port  Allen 
. . . Annie  Ruth  Millican  (Miss),  8859  Cottage,  Baton  Rouge 
Bonnie  Dilmon  (Mrs.  Joe),  4117  Elizabeth  Deborah,  Zachary 


70734 

70737 

70737 

70076 

70071 

70748 

70764 

70767 

70806 

70791 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  (1160) 


President Jeri  Dommert  (Mrs.) 

173  Roy  Dommert  Lane,  lota  70543  (318-824-2141) 

Vice  President  Hilda  Davis,  (Mrs.) 

7111  Port  Rd.,  Sulphur  70665  (318-583-2704) 

Secretary Iris  Vinson  (Mrs.) 

1310  Dean,  Sulphur  70663  (318-527-3400) 

Treasurer Pat  Davis  (Mrs.) 

1417  Hope,  Sulphur  70663  (318-625-8514) 


Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Mary  Parker  (Mrs.) 

902  N.  Simmons,  Lake  Charles  70701  (318-433-5459) 


Social  Action Constance  A.  Handy  (Mrs.) 

2706  Walden  Drive,  Lake  Charles  70605  (318-474-4187) 

Education  and  Interpretation Mary  Alice  Trent  (Mrs.) 

3603  W.  Congress  114A,  Lafayette  70506  (318-981-6307) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Ruth  Johnson 

424  W.  Burton,  Sulphur  70663  (318-527-0161) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Barb  Young  (Mrs.) 

1921  E.  Rosedown  Dr.,  Lake  Charles  70605  (318-474-1232) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Taylor  Phillips  (Mrs.) 
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607  New  Orleans  St.,  Lake  Arthur  70549 


Communications  Coordinator Betty  G.  Verret  (Mrs.) 

4717  Prien  Bluff  Road,  Lake  Charles  70605  (318-477-1631) 

LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 

Cameron/  Wakefield  (12) Ruby  Kelly  (Mrs.  Ed.),  P.  O.  Box  O,  Cameron  70631 

Church  Point  (11) Melony  D.  Hedrick  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  21,  Church  Point  70525 

Crowley-First  (45)  Mina  Ford,  568  E.  16th  St.,  Crowley  70526 

DeQuincy  (31) Robbie  Dunham  (Mrs.),  1010  Anise  St.  DeQuincy  70633 

DeRidder: 

First  (77) Heather  Williams  (Mrs.  Frank),  905  Cherokee  Rd.,  DeRidder  70634 

Wesley  (14) None  reported 

Gueydan  (28)  Eleanor  Hartwell  (Mrs.),  801  Sixth  St.  Gueydan  70542 

Grand  Chenier  (7)  Ada  Broussard  (Mrs.  J.  W.),  167  Helen  Street,  Grand  Chenier  70643 

Iowa  (18)  Arlie  Haney  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  605,  Iowa  70647 

Jennings: 

First  (50) Jeroldean  Dommert  (Mrs.),  173  Roy  Dommert  Lane,  Iota  70543 

Raymond  (11)  Millie  Compton  (Mrs.  John),  7241  Pine  Island  Hwy.,  Jennings  70546 

Trinity  (10)  Linda  McNeily  (Mrs.  1.  J.),  Box  1296,  Jennings  70546 

Lake  Arthur;  - Mallalieu  (9) Taylor  Phillips  (Mrs.),  607  New  Orleans  St.,  Lake  Arthur  70549 

Lake  Charles: 

Fairview  (— ) No  Report 

First  (110) Tammie  Mayo  (Mrs.  Thaddeus),  1822  Second  Ave.,  Lake  Charles  70601 

Moss  Bluff  (45)  Carolyn  Langley  (Mrs.  Robert),  2241  Tiffany  Lane,  Lake  Charles  70611 

Oak  Park  (29) Wanda  Moss  (Mrs.  Ken),  2314  21st  St.,  Lake  Charles  70601 

St  Luke-Simpson  (72)  Melba  Stine  (Mrs.  Edgar  D.),  444  East  Jefferson  Dr.,  Lake  Charles  70605 

University  (120) Betty  Darling  (Mrs.  Richard),  1524  N.  Greenfield  Circle,  Lake  Charles  70605 

Warren  (48) Irma  Simmons,  213  N.  Blake  St.,  Lake  Charles  70601 

Leesville  (42)  Bobbie  Neff,  175  Neff  Lane,  Leesville  71446 

Merry ville  (10)  Marie  Whiddon  (Mrs.  Bruce),  P.  O.  Box  174,  Merryville  70653 

Oakdale  (18) Pat  Wilkerson  (Mrs.  Arlie),  425  Blue  Bush  Rd.,  Oakdale  71463 

Prospect-Hombeck  (20) Martha  Sorenson  (Mrs.),  123  Oak  Grove  - Church  Rd.,  Oakdale  71439 

Ragley-Squyres  (26) Faye  Duff,  134  Sarah  Lane,  Ragley  70657 

Roanoke  (14) Betty  Tietje  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  62,  Roanoke  70581 

Sulphur: 

Henning  (120)  Ann  McMurry  (Mrs.  Mark),  1300  Laura  Lane,  Sulphur  70663 

Maplewood  (29) Blanche  Hunt,  209  Beverly  Place,  Sulphur  70663 

Wesley  (57) Burchie  Louthan  (Mrs.),  317  Quelqueshue,  Sulphur  70663 

Ville  Platte  (3) No  elected  officers 

Vinton  Welsh  Memorial  (20) Elizabeth  O’Quinn  (Mrs.  Michael),  1508  Horridge  St.,  Vinton  70668 

Welsh; 

First  (17) Brenda  DeWolf,  301  E.  Bower  St.  Welsh  70591 

Jones  (22)  Doris  Simon  (Mrs.),  202  N.  Coleman,  Welsh  70591 

Westlake  (15)  Nancy  LeTard,  1424  Rue  Des  Chene,  Westlake  70669 

MONROE  DISTRICT  (1030) 

President Jo  Traweek  (Mrs.) 

110  Pinewood  Drive,  West  Monroe  71291  (318-396-1319) 


16 


Vice  President  Doret  Gilbert  Wilson  (Mrs.) 

105  Barkley,  Monroe  71203  (318-343-6512) 

Secretary Ann  Cross 

1306  Hwy.  569,  Ferriday  71334  (318-757-2535) 

Treasurer Betty  Gardner 


3101  Stowers  Drive,  Monroe  71201-1951  (318-388-3565) 


Mission  Coordinators: 
Social  Action 


Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach 

Spiritual  Growth  

Education  and  Interpretation  .... 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations  . 

Communications  Coordinator  


Carolyn  Flowers 

264  Home  Lane,  West  Monroe  71292  (318-387-2077) 

Betty  Anthony  (Mrs.) 

Rt  1 Box  101,  St.  Joseph  71366  (318-766-4523) 

Karen  Gray 

5876  Greenview  Rd.,  Bastrop  71220  (318-281-0983) 

Sandy  DeCelle 

1911  Paragoud  Blvd.,  Monroe  71201  (318-387-0793) 

Waldene  Walpole 

2328  Bienville,  Monroe  71201  (318-323-4028) 

Lorraine  Sparks  (Mrs.) 

209  Greenwood  Drive,  Monroe  71202  (318-324-0120) 

Floyce  Meyer  (Mrs.) 

300  Warren  Drive,  Apt.  226  West  Monroe  71291  (318-396-2118) 


LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Bastrop: 

First  (97) Muriel  Johnston  (Mrs.)  2203  Gemini  Dr.,  Bastrop  71220 

Memorial  (22)  Paula  Duncan  (Mrs.)  9285  Beechwood  Dr.,  Monroe  71220 

Columbia  (65)  Amanda  Rentz  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  1388,  Columbia  71418 

Delhi: 

Crowville/Delhi  (14)  Virginia  R.  Chapman  (Mrs. Bill),  Rt  1,  Box  238,  Delhi  71232 

Epps  (8)  Nita  McKnight  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  107,  Epps  71237 

Ferriday-Sevier  (37)  Mary  Ann  Arnold  (Mrs.)  363  Lakeshore  Dr.,  Ferriday  71334 

Grayson  First  (36)  Frances  Roark  (Mrs.),  HC-86  Box  13,  Grayson  71435 

Lake  Providence  (50)  Autrolia  Layton  (Mrs.),  1403  Fischer,  Lake  Providence  71254 

Mer  Rouge  (21) Dot  Parker  (Mrs.  W.  H.),  P.  O.  Box  150,  Mer  Rouge  71261 

Monroe: 

First  (148) Jane  Ellett  (Mrs.)  2409  Trenton  St.,  West  Monroe  71291 

Hope  (10) Lou  Medlock  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  782,  Monroe  71210-0782 

Lea  Joyner  (60)  Ann  Clark  (miss),  18  Audubon,  Monroe  71203 

Memorial  (32)  Vera  Bulloch  (Mrs.),  614  McCain  Drive,  Monroe  71203-4051 

St  Paul's  (109) Betty  Griffith  (Mrs.),  2316  Bienville,  Monroe  71201 

St.  James  (9)  George  Ella  Norman  (Mrs.),  6425  Cypress  Point  Dr.,  Monroe  71203 
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St.  Paul  (10) 

Newellton/Union  (25) 

Oak  Grove-First  (20)  

St.  Joseph-First  (15) 

Rayville-Crew  Lake  (18)  . . . . 
Sterlington-St  Andrews  (5)  . , 

Tallulah-First  (33)  

Vidalia  (23) 

Waterproof-First  (15)  

Claiborne  (20) 

McGuire  (85)  

West  Monroe  - Asbury  (19)  . , 
Winnsboro  -Boeuf  Prairie  (12) 
Wisner  (12) 


....  Mildred  Holmes  (Mrs.),  309  Morton  St.,  Monroe  71202 
....  Mary  Chapman  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  428,  Newellton  71357 
Dorothy  Golson  (Mrs.  J.  B.),  P.  O.  Box  250,  Oak  Grove  71263 
. Betty  Anthony  (Mrs.)  Rte  1 Box  101,  St.  Joseph  71366-9603 

Francis  Home  (Mrs.)P.  O.  Box  230,  Start  71279 

. . Bea  Addison  (Mrs.Carl),  P.  O.  Box  375,  Sterlington  71280 
. . Bonnie  McDaniel  (Mrs.),  120  Burnside  Dr.,  Tallulah  71282 
....  Ann  W.  Higgs  (Mrs.),  500  Elm  St.,  Vidalia  71373-2628 
. Margaret  Butler  (Mrs.)  H.  C.  62  Box  104,  Waterproof  71375 
Ruth  Miller  (Mrs.),  348  McCormick  Rd.,  West  Monroe  71291 
. . Jane  Watts  (Mrs.)  105  Avant  St.,  West  Monroe  71291-741 1 
Penny  McGrew  (Mrs.),  283  Pineridge  Rd.,  West  Monroe  71292 
. . Mary  Pat  Bryan  (Mrs.),  142  Bryan  Lane,  Winnsboro  71295 
Neely  Roach  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  99,  Chase  71324 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  (1327) 


President June  Sanchez  (Mrs.) 

1519  Charbonnet  Street,  New  Orleans,  70117  (504-948-3677) 

Vice  President  Mary  Panter  (Mrs.) 

816  Solomon  Place,  New  Orleans  70119  (504-482-4677) 

Secretary Stephanae  Carey  (Mrs.) 

9 Terrazza  Del  Este,  Harvey  70058  (504-362-5513) 


Sally  Uhl  (Mrs.) 

704  Jefferson  Avenue,  Metairie  70001  (504-834-8558) 

Juanita  Ivie  (Mrs.) 

3820  Red  Cedar  Road,  Harvey  70058  (504-347-9555) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Fannie  Thompson  (Mrs.) 

1605  Gordon  Street,  New  Orleans  70117  (504-949-6401) 

Social  Action Mary  Ann  Williams 

4417  Shalimar  Drive,  New  Orleans  70126  (504-244-1404) 

Education  and  Interpretation Sybil  Boseman  (Mrs.) 

4650  Evangeline  Drive,  New  Orleans  70127  (504-244-7362) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Fannie  Reddix  Adams  (Mrs.  Norwood) 

1575  Foy  Street,  New  Orleans  70122  (504-288-7574) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Dorothy  Lacomb  (Mrs.) 

2005  Mississippi  Avenue,  Kenner  70062  (504-469-1898) 

Communications  Coordinator Angelique  White  (Miss) 

1908  St.  Maurice  Avenue,  New  Orleans  70117  (504-271-5894) 

Historian Karen  Roubion  (Mrs.) 

112  Nottaway,  Destrehan  70047  (504-764-9679) 


Treasurer 

Mission  Coordinators  for: 
Spiritual  Growth 
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Coordinator  of  Sub-District  Leaders 


Evelyn  Martin  (Mrs.) 

6211  Providence  Place,  New  Orleans  70126  (504-282-7731) 


Sub-District  Leaders: 


I  (East) Irma  Green  (Mrs.),  1842  Paul  Mailliard  Rd.,  Luling  70070  (504-785-0023) 

II  (West)  Karen  Roubion  (Mrs.),  112  Nottaway,  Destrehan  70047  (504-764-9679) 

III  (South)  Lou  Rebstock  (Mrs.),  Box  604,  Golden  Meadow  70357  (504-475-5614) 

IV  (North)  Willie  Mae  Ware  (Mrs.),  2016  10th  St.,  Kenner  70062  (504-469-5174) 


LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Algiers: 

Algiers-First  (30)  . . . (Executive  Committee)..  Peppy  May  (Mrs.)  6301  General  Meyer  New  Orleans 

Asbury-St.  Matthew  (23)  Katherine  Rochon  1312  Hendee,  New  Orleans 

Aurora  (58)  Deana  Shipley  3508  Silver  Maple  Court,  New  Orleans 

Belle  Chasse  (22)  Cindy  Mayeaux  (Mrs.),  315  Schleif  Drive,  New  Orleans 

Buras:  Trinity  (6)  Sandra  Frye,  114  Franovich  Lane,  Venice 

Chalmette: 

St  Bemard-Covenant  (15) Janice  Turner  (Mrs.  R.  H.)  1 16  W.  Claiborne  Square  Chalmette 

Destrehan-St  Charles  (32)  Melani  Bazard  (Mrs.  Alan),  3 Asphodel  Dr.,  Destrehan 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle  (15) Michelle  Terrebonne,  P.  O.  Box  1062,  Galliano 

Gretna:  Gretna  (60) Juanita  Ivie  (Mrs.),  3820  Red  Cedar  Lane,  Harvey 

Boynton  (19)  LaJanice  Londro  (Mrs.),  1600  Westminster,  Marrero 

Harahan-St  Paul  (38) Emmy  Lorusso  (Mrs.  R.)  318  Stewart  Ave.,  River  Ridge 

Jefferson: 

Jefferson  (8) Phillis  Rodney  (Mrs.),  3301  W.  Esplanade  Ave.,  Metairie 

Ross  (— ) Lillie  Clark  (Mrs.)  3023  Burns  St.,  Jefferson 

Williams  (24)  Beulah  Newan  (Mrs.),  2516  General  Taylor  St.,  New  Orleans 

Kenner: 

Kenner-First  (40)  Bert  Peterson  (Mrs.),  717  Jade  Avenue,  Metairie 

Messiah-El  Mesias  ( ) Sandra  Isenogle  (Mrs.),  29  Clever  Drive,  Kenner 

Thomas  (26) Ethel  Collier  (Mrs.)  706  Taylor  St.,  Kenner 

LaPlace-First  (15) Bobbie  Botsay  1748  Greenwood  Dr.,  LaPlace 

Luling  (12)  Irma  Green  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  1435,  Luling 

Metairie: 

Munholland  ( 126)  Marjorie  Cougle  1500  W.  Esplanade  #45 A Kenner 

St  Matthew’s  (95) Patricia  Nelson  4409  James  Drive,  Metairie 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany  (45)  Sybil  Boseman  (Mrs.),  4650  Evengeline  Drive,  New  Orleans 

Brooks  (36)  Constance  Saizon  (Mrs.),  7416  Primrose  Dr.,  New  Orleans 

Carrollton  (26)  Helen  McMahon  2415  Lowerline  St.,  New  Orleans 

Cornerstone  (25) Janice  Polk  (Mrs.),  1512  Virginia  Marie,  New  Orleans 

First  (14) Francis  Webb  (Mrs.  Watts),  21  Park  Island  Dr.,  New  Orleans 

First  Street  (50)  Lorraine  Brown  4810  Corsica  Place,  New  Orleans 

Grace  (20) Leona  H.  Butler  (Mrs.),  4964  Miles  Dr.,  New  Orleans 

Hartzell  (50) Angelique  White  (Miss),  1908  St.  Maurice  Avenue,  New  Orleans 

Haven  (28) Mary  N.  Johnson  (Mrs.  James),  8525  Plum  St.,  New  Orleans 

Korean  ( ) Young  Park  (Mrs.),  4429  Sonfield  St.,  Metairie 

LaHarpe  (4) Jackie  Antoine  1823  LaHarpe  St.,  New  Orleans 

Thompson  (12) Janice  Robertson  (Ms.)  5507  Bundy  Road  #209,  New  Orleans 

Lake  Vista  ( ) Mikie  Beilis,  4767  Marigny,  New  Orleans 

Mt  Zion  (150)  Myraline  Jamison  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  8236,  New  Orleans 

Napoleon  (— ) 


70131 

701 14 

70124 
70037 
70091 

70043 

70047 

70358 

70131 

70072 

70123 

70002 

70121 

70115 

70003 
70065 
70062 
70068 
70070 

70065 

70003 

70127 

70126 

70125 

70122 
70122 
70129 
70122 

70117 

701 18 
70006 
701  16 

701 16 
70122 
70182 

Inactive 
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Peck  (35) Naomi  Duvemay  (Mrs.),  3218  Live  Oak  Street,  New  Orleans 

Peoples  (10) Manuella  Williams  (Mrs.),  711  Congress  Street,  New  Orleans 

Phillips  Memorial  (40) Rosemary  St  Cry  Smith  (Mrs.),  1607  Mirabeau  Ave,  New  Orleans 

Rayne  Memorial  (48) Genie  Newman  (Mrs.  John),  1 1 Newcomb  Blvd.  New  Orleans 

St  Luke’s  (54)  Leslie  Ward  (Mrs.  Kenny)  316  Brockenbraugh  Ct.,  Metairie 

Shaw  Temple  ( ) Lois  Kennedy,  1600  Pratt  Drive,  New  Orleans 

Trinity  of  Gentilly  (16)  Margaret  Vest  (Mrs.  James),  2039  Franklin  Ave,  New  Orleans 

Trinity  (Valence)  -Wesley  ( ) Elnora  Cushenberry,  7361  Northgate  Dr.,  New  Orleans 


70118 

70117 
70122 

70118 
70005 
70122 
70117 
70128 


NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT  (875) 


President Jane  N.  Eubanks  (Mrs.  William) 

205  College  Drive,  Hammond  70401  (504-345-2485) 

Vice  President Tillie  Shows  (Mrs.) 

210  Kimberly  Drive,  Mandeville  70448  (504-626-3973) 

Secretary Dorothy  Young  (Mrs.) 

27440  Hwy.  21,  Angie  70426  (504-986-2605) 


Treasurer Mary  Core  (Mrs.) 

14455  Hwy.  1078,  Folsom  70437  (504-796-3764) 

Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Betty  Watson  (Mrs.) 

4036  Country  Way  Drive,  Baton  Rouge  70816  (504-753-6807) 

Social  Action Luella  Jackson  (Mrs.) 

63032  Hwy.  438  S,  Angie  70426  (504-986-2291) 

Education  and  Interpretation Josephine  Onofry  (Mrs.) 

27277  James  King  Rd.,  Hammond  70403  (504-567-3705) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Johnnye  Butler  (Mrs.) 

728  18th  Avenue,  Franklinton  70438  (504-839-2184) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Beverly  Cox  (Mrs.) 

14111  Graci  Road,  Folsom  70437  (504-796-9820) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Jerry  Lee  (Mrs.) 

1 107  Maine  Avenue,  Slidell  70458  (504-847-0169) 


Communications  Coordinator Margery  Crawford  (Mrs.) 

435  Brenda  Drive,  Denham  Springs  70726  (504-664-2897) 

Historian  Fran  Thigpen  (Mrs.) 

77376  Hwy.  21,  Covington  70433  (504-892-3762) 

LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Amite; 

Montpelier  (8)  Vera  King  (Mrs.  Robert),  Rt  1 Box  338-2  Holden  70744 

Angie: 

Live  Oak  (16) Delores  Mingo  (Mrs.  Delos),  65786  Hwy  438,  Angie  70426 
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Mary’s  Chapel  (23)  . . . . 

Wesley  Ray  (40) 

Bogalusa: 

E.  S.  Memorial  (48)  . . . 

Thirkield  (17) 

Bush:  Waldheim  (8) 

Covington: 

Fitzgerald  (51)  

Denham  Springs: 

First  (102) 

Roberts  (18) 

St  Luke  (30)  

Franklinton: 

Centenary  (42) 

Fisher  (12)  

Hayes  (15)  

Wman  (40)  

Hammond: 

First  (52) 

Kentwood: 

First  (14) 

Lacombe  (14) 

Loranger  (— ) 

Mandeville-St  Timothy  (40) 
Mandeville-Newel  (14)  . . . 

Pearl  River  (16) 

Ponchatoula: 

First  (44) 

Slidell: 

First  (88) 

Hartzell-Mt  Zion  (54)  . . 
Springfield-First  (12)  . . . 
Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  (17) 
Walker  (20) 

Watson-Live  Oak  (20)  . . . 

James  Chapel  ( ) 

Friendship  ( ) 

UMC  of  the  Servant  ( ) 


Clementine  Morris  (Ms.),  27460  Hwy  21,  Angie  70426 

Claudia  Moses  (Mrs.  Robert)),  31280  Little  Horse  Road,  Angie  70426 

Lois  Mitchell,  23250  Hwy.  21,  Bogalusa  70427 

Cynthia  B.  Jackson  (Mrs.)  1300  Sullivan  Drive,  Bogalusa  70427 

Lucy  Meredith  (Mrs.  Sam),  25483  Hwy.  40,  Bush  70431 

Carol  Landry  (Mrs.  Tom),  P.  O.  Box  159,  Folsom  70437 

Elaine  Day  (Mrs.  J.  W.),  717  Tom  Drive,  Denham  Springs  70726 

Bettye  J.  Watson  (Miss),  4036  Country  Way  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge  70816 

. . . . Gertrude  Washington  (Mrs.)  Rte.  4 Box  244,  Greenwell  Springs  70739 

Mary  Beverly,  220  Main  Street,  Franklinton  70438 

Ernestine  Crowe  (Mrs.),  22327  Jim  Edwards  Rd.,  Franklinton  70438 

Nolean  Bickham  (Mrs.  Moses),  30795  Old  Columbia  Rd.,  Franklinton  70438 
Johnnye  Butler  (Mrs.  T.  J.),  728  18th  Ave.,  Franklinton  70438 

. . Delaine  Gendusa  (Mrs.  David),  32343  Lower  Rome  Rd.,  Springfield  70462 

Mary  Hughes  (Mrs.  Paul),  75322  Hwy.  1053,  Kentwood  70444-3924 

Clarisse  Beran,  34174  Reilly  Rd.,  Slidell  70460 

No  report 

Shirley  Galvin  (Mrs.  Thomas,  101  Pecaniere  Place,  Mandeville  70471 

Evelyn  A.  Joseph  (Miss),  P.  O.  Box  202  Mandeville  70470-0202 

Enola  P.  Mayfield  (Mrs.),  65066  Boyet  St.,  Pearl  River  70452 

Inez  Parker  (Mrs.  George),  39266  John  Wild  Rd.,  Ponchatoula  70454 

Catherine  Hogue,  3815  Cambridge,  Slidell  70458 

Phyllis  Eden  (Mrs.  Wilken),  P O Box  4043,  Slidell  70459 

Stephanie  Barber,  27247  Lakeview  Drive,  Holden  70744 

Linda  Graves  (Mrs.)  Rte.  1,  Box  299  A,  Kentwood  70444 

Joyce  Wilkes,  P.  O.  Box  825,  Walker  70785 

Debbie  Peplow,  35081  N.  Corbin  Road  #15,  Walker  70785 

Ruth  Bergeron  9976  Meadow  Lane.  Denham  Springs  70726 

Hortense  Courtney  (Mrs.)  30750  La  441,  Holden  70744 

Betty  Cox,  32875  Walker  N.  Road,  Walker  70785 
Debbie  Flanagan,  66112  Hickory,  Mandeville  70448 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  (889) 


President Maxie  Garrett  (Mrs.  William) 

2874  Jackson  Drive,  Haynesville  71038  (318-624-0964) 

Vice-President  Carole  Fowler  (Mrs.  David) 

162  Herren  Rd.,  Dubach  71235  (318-777-3648) 

Secretary  Kitty  DeFreese  (Mrs.  Travis) 

410  Forest  Circle  Drive,  Ruston  71270  (318-255-4984) 

Treasurer  Page  Harrison  (Mrs.  C.  N.) 
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709  6th  Street  NW,  Springhill  71075  (318-539-4368) 


Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Glenver  Rowland  (Mrs.  Robert) 

711  Taylor,  Farmerville  71241  (318-368-8654) 

Social  Action Idell  Simms  (Mrs.  L.  A.) 

15037  Hwy.  159,  Shongaloo  71072  (318-846-2548) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Margaret  Collins  (Mrs.  E.  M.) 

P.  O.  Box  306,  Hodge  71247  (318-259-2538) 

Education  and  Interpretation Barbara  Causey  Spillers  (Mrs.  Charles) 

P.  O.  Box  392,  Farmerville  71241  (318-368-3702) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Harriet  Martin  (Mrs.  Bill) 

446  Bill  Martin  Rd.,  Minden  71055  (318-377-4632) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations Adona  Cain  (Mrs.  Ralph) 

206  E.  Florida  Ruston  71270  (318-251-0693) 

Communications  Coordinator Norma  Simpkins  (Mrs.  Reed) 

P.  O.  Box  360,  Arcadia  71001  (318-263-2860  (O);  263-9162  (H)) 

Historian  Pat  Pace  (Mrs.  Donald) 

P.  O.  Box  412,  Farmerville  71241  (318-368-9530) 

LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Arcadia  (29)  Edna  Barteet  (Mrs.  Overton),  P.  O.  Box  747,  Arcadia  71001 

Bernice  (27)  Julia  Milner  (Mrs.  John)  P.  O.  Box  8,  Bernice  71222 

Brushwood  (20) Kay  Simolke  (Mrs.  George),  2326  Harry’s  Barber  Shop  Road,  Dubberly  71024 

Chatham  (21) Brenda  Kirste  (Mrs.  Willard),  474  Dogwood  Harbor,  Jonesboro  71251 

Cotton  Valley  (10) Mabel  Brown  (Mrs.  J.  F.),  201  Old  Hwy.  7,  Cotton  Valley  71018 

Douglas  (4) Altha  Crofoot  (Mrs.  Raymond),  1119  Carey  Ave.,  Ruston  71270 

Downsville  (26) Charlotte  Rugg  (Mrs.  J.  L.),  Rt.  3,  Box  268  A,  Downsville  71234 

Doyline  (6) Judy  Greer  (Miss),  3820  Fairfield,  Shreveport  71104 

Dubach  (30)  Carol  White  (Mrs.  B.),  Rt.  4,  Box  145,  Homer  71040 

Eros  (20) Ronnie  Spillers  (Mrs.  Alton),  4322  Okaloosa  Road,  Eros  71238 

Farmerville  (50) Peggy  Anderson  (Mrs.  Robert),  Rt.  4,  Box  15,  Farmerville  71241 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove  (16) Claudie  Shaffer  (Mrs.  M.  C.),  Rt  1 Box  8,  Gibsland  71028 

Harmony  Chapel  (10) Annette  Gray  (Mrs.  Herbert),  2706  Hwy.  152,  Dubach  71235 

Haynesville  (45) Jean  Cadenhead  (Mrs.  James),  P.  O.  Box  57,  Haynesville  71038 

Heflin  (12)  Dottie  Stocking  (Mrs.  Bill),  274  Pine  St.,  Heflin  71039 

Hodge  (14)  Margaret  Collins  (Mrs.  E.  D.),  P.  O.  Box  306,  Hodge  71247 

Homer  (79) Evelyn  Seeliger  (Mrs.  E.  H.),  944  Edgewood  Dr.,  Homer  71040 

Jonesboro  (35) Mary  Collins  (Mrs.  D.  C.),  1 15  Moffett  Drive,  Jonesboro  71251 

Lakeview-Minden  (20)  Sue  Norman  (Mrs.  Carter),  910  Drew  Lane,  Minden  71055 

Marion  (8) Rebekah  Parks  (Mrs.  Ed.),  P.  O.  Box  237,  Marion  71260 

Minden  First  (95) Gwen  Webb  (Mrs.  Troy),  1205  Bonnie  Lane,  Minden  71055 

Quitman  (7) Sandra  Carlton  (Mrs.  David),  P.  O.  Box  95,  Quitman  71268 

Ruston: 
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Grace  (72) 

Trinity  (144)  . . . . 
Wesley  Chapel  (12) 

Salem  (13)  

Shongaloo  (7)  

Simsboro  (10)  

Springhill  (47) 


Nelwyn  Henley  (Mrs.)  3358  Hwy.  544  Ruston  71270 

. . . . Kitty  Defreese  (Mrs.  Travis),  410  Forest  Circle,  Ruston  71270 

Minnie  Neeles  (Mrs.  Lloyd),  4201  Hwy.  818,  Ruston  71270 

Barbara  Moon  (Mrs.  Neil),  Rt  2,  Box  873,  Arcadia  71001 

. . . Idelle  Simms  (Mrs.  L.  A.),  15037  Hwy.  159,  Shongaloo  71072 

Marlene  Moore  (Mrs.  James),  Box  186,  Simsboro  71275 

Blanche  McConnell  (Mrs.  N.  J.  ),  252  Carter  Road,  Springhill  71075 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  (1692) 


President Nan  Bland  (Mrs.) 

254  College,  Shreveport  71104  (318-221-7812) 

Vice  President  Annie  Smith  (Mrs.) 

4314  Rosary,  Shreveport  71108  (318-636-3547) 

Secretary Joyce  Lilly  Stevenson  (Mrs.) 


P.  O.  Box  309,  Mansfield  71052  (318-872-3547) 


Treasurer Jeannette  McCalman  (Mrs.) 

715  Palmetto  Avenue,  Plain  Dealing  71064  (318-326-5921) 

Mission  Coordinators  for: 

Spiritual  Growth  Mary  Koemer  (Mrs.) 

406  Kenshire  Court,  Shreveport  71115  (318-798-6801) 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Barbara  Reger  (Mrs.) 

136  Taylor’s  Bend,  Haughton  71037  (318-949-2864) 

Social  Action Mary  Glay  (Mrs.) 

130  Elmview,  Haughton  71037  (318-949-4482) 

Education  and  Interpretation Yvonne  Young  (Mrs.) 

7404  Camelback  Drive,  Shreveport  71105  (318-797-6027) 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Doris  Henderson  (Mrs.) 

2617  S.  Lakeshore,  Shreveport  71109  (318-636-6869) 

Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations  Betty  Russell  (Mrs.) 

220  Walnut  Lane,  Bossier  City  71111  (318-742-1269) 

Communications  Coordinator June  Sumrall  (Mrs.) 

1834  Willow  Point  Dr.,  Shreveport  71 1 19  (318-636-1985) 

Historian Mary  Ellen  Gardner  (Mrs.) 

P.  O.  Box  445,  Mooringsport  71060-0445  (318-996-7509) 

Standing  Rules/Constitution  and  Bylaws  Patty  Lindsey  (Mrs.  Robert) 

278  Carrolton  Ave.,  Shreveport  71105  (318-865-7608) 

Sub  District  Leaders: 

I Fannie  Tatem  (Mrs.),  1812  Gilbert  St.,  Shreveport  71101  (318-425-5105) 
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II  Kathryn  Rash  (Mrs.)  1614  Anita,  Bossier  City  71112  (318-746-5959) 

III  Mozelle  Tiller  (Mrs.),  426  Oak,  Mansfield  71052  (318-872-2315) 

IV  Virginia  McConnell  (Mrs.),  3013  Meriwether  Road,  Shreveport  71108  (318-686-0767) 


LOCAL  PRESIDENTS 


Benton  (75) 

Bossier  City; 

Asbury  (50) 

Barksdale  (15)  

Fellowship  (15)  

First  (69) 

Greenwood  ( ) 

Haughton  (13) 

Ida-  Rodessa  (17) 

Logansport: 

First  (32) 

Mt.  Zion  ( ) 

Love  Chapel  (24) 

Bethel  ( ) 

Mansfield: 

First  (46) 

Shady  Grove  (25)  

Wesley  (26) 

Many  (20) 

Plain  Dealing  (19)  

Walker  Chapel  ( ) 

New  Light  ( ) 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor  (212)  

Christ  (100) 

Fairfield  (23)  

Fairview  (6) 

Faith  (15)  

First  (315) 

Lakeview  (29)  

Johnson’s  Chapel  (12) 

Mangum  (78) 

Momingside-Cedar  Grove  (36) 

Mt  Zion  (5) 

Noel  (79) 

Round  Grove  (12) 

St  James  (40) 

St  Luke’s  (30)  

St  Paul  (47) 

Summer  Grove  (90) 

Zwolle  (15)  

Jewella  (22) 

North  Highlands  (80) 


Pat  Mosher  216  West  Lake  Road,  Benton  71006 

Nancy  Struss  4709  Birdwell,  Bossier  City  71111 

Marie  Brock  (Miss),  3256  Murphy  St.,  Bossier  City  71112 

Shirley  ledbetter  (Mrs.)  421 1 Elaine  Street,  Bossier  City  71112 

Geneva  Hensley  (Mrs.),  2103  Normand  St.,  Bossier  City  71112 

Ruth  Nener,  9172  Main  Street,  Greenwood  71033 

Tommie  Pepper  (Mrs.),  134  Taylors  Bend,  Haughton  71037 

Pauline  Reger  (Mrs.  Gene),  P.  O.  Box  244,  Rodessa  71069 

Shelia  Clark  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  933,  Logansport  71049 

Vera  Goree,  620  Rainbow  Drive,  Shreveport  71106 

Kim  White  (Mrs.),  1115  Wafer  Road,  Haughton  71037 

Jean  Register,  146  Register  Loop,  Logansport  71049 

Carolyn  Palmer  (Mrs.  Wm.),  312  Jefferson,  Mansfield  71052 

Alice  Shelton  (Mrs.),  4084  Booker  Terrace,  Mansfield  71052 

Ethel  Lilly  (Mrs.  Nathaniel),  P.  O.  Box  309,  Mansfield  71052 

Grace  Kelsey  (Mrs.  Oren),  264  Rabbit  Run  Lane,  Many  71449 

Charlotte  Corkran  (Mrs.  Norman),  1882  LA  Hwy.  160,  Plain  Dealing  71064 

Wanda  Bumes,  220  Goodman  Springs,  Plain  Dealing  71064 

Varrie  Player,  1260  Hwy.  160,  Benton  71006 

Adonis  Kimble  (Mrs.),  Captain  Shreve,  Shreveport  71105 

Ardelle  Lyons  (Mrs.),  1 1 10  Hallmark  Circle,  Shreveport  71118 

Bessie  M.  Washington  (Mrs.),  1728  Severine,  Shreveport  71108 

Vera  Jewitt  (Mrs.  Leon),  10158  Bullhorn  Road,  Shreveport  71106 

Anitra  Jackson  (Mrs.),  710  Oxford  Road,  Mansfield  71052 

Ruth  Waits  (Mrs.),  Box  523,  Barksdale  AFB,  Bossier  City  71110 

Marian  Olson  (Mrs.),  7124  S.  Lakeshore  Drive,  Shreveport  71119 

Betty  Cooper,  250  E.  Dudley  Drive,  Shreveport  71104 

Sylvia  Hudson,  P.  O.  Box  344,  Bethany  71007 

Marge  Frady  (Mrs.),  7137  W.  Canal  Blvd.,  Shreveport  71108 

R.  L.  Washington  (Mrs.),  2940  Judson  St.,  Shreveport  71109 

Daisy  Snelling  (Mrs.),  6135  Pine  Hill  Road,  Shreveport  71107 

. . Inell  Myers  (Mrs.  Tommie),  2573  David  Raines  Road,  Shreveport  71107 

Ruby  Rye  (Mrs.),  3017  Oak  Forest  Lane,  Shreveport  71107 

Marilyn  Hardy  (Mrs.),  1823  S.  Brookwood  Drive,  Shreveport  71118 

Ramona  Gibson  (Mrs.)  P.  O.  Box  897,  Shreveport  71 162 

. . . . Virginia  McConnell  (Mrs.),  3013  Meriwether  Road,  Shreveport  71108 

Patricia  Walsh  (Mrs.),  P.  O.  Box  333,  Zwolle  71486 

Lillie  Robinson  (Mrs.),  4116  Robinhood,  Shreveport  71109 

Wanda  T.  Simons  (Mrs.),  3836  Cornell  Drive,  Shreveport  71107 


24 


1998  BUDGET 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 


PLEDGE  TO  MISSION 

ADMINSTRATIVE  & MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 

A.  Travel  Expense:  (Insurance,  Lodging/Meals,  Mileage) 
Executive  & Other  Committees,  for  Interconference 
Events  & Responsibilities  & Church  Related  Meetings 


B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 


G. 


H. 


Resources : 
Resources : 


Officers 

Service  Center  Mailings  (3) 


$260,000.00 

5,500.00 


350.00 

90.00 


District  Administrative  & Membership  Development 
Jurisdiction  A & MD  (1%  of  Pledge) 

Schools  of  Christian  Mission 

1.  West  Gulf  Regional 

2.  Louisiana  Conference 

F.  Program  & Events  Within  Louisiana  Conference 


17,705.00 

2,600.00 


7,500.00 

12,000.00 


1. 

Annual  Meeting 

1,500.00 

2. 

District  Elected  Leadership  Training  (DELT) 

2,000.00 

3. 

Retreat  1999 

0.00 

Attendance  at  Regional  & National  Events 

1. 

National  Assembly,  1998  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

2,300.00 

2. 

Jurisdiction  Meeting,  2000  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

600.00 

3. 

National  Seminar,  1998  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

300.00 

Operating  Expenses 

1. 

Conference  Directory 

2,800.00 

2. 

Newsletter  (Printing  & Bulk  Mail) 

7,000.00 

3. 

Postage 

750.00 

4. 

Office  Supplies  & Printing  (Copying) 

850.00 

5. 

Telephone 

200.00 

6. 

Audit  for  1997 

1,800.00 

7. 

Honors  and  Memorials 

250.00 

8. 

Dependent  Care  Subsidy 

300.00 

Church  Women  United 

300.00 

TOTAL  A&MD  BUDGET  FOR  1998 
TOTAL  CONFERENCE  BUDGET  FOR  1998 


66.695.00 

$326,695.00 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  U.M.W  - 1997  REPORT  OF  GMNG  - 1/1/97  thru  12/31/97 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UMW 
BALANCE  SHEET 
DECEMBER  31,  1997 


Mission  Funds 
Undesignated 
(Conf  A&MD) 


Reserve  Funds  Restricted  TOTAL 

Designated  By  Funds 

Conf  Exec 


ASSETS 

Cash  in  Checking  Account 

Bank  One  - Natchitoches 17,603.76 8,400,00 975,00 26,978,76 


LIABILITIES  & FUND  BALANCES 
Restricted  Funds  (By  Donor  for 

Within  Conference) 

1.  Estelle  Dameron  Scholarship  Fund 

2.  SCJ  Assembly  Scholarship 

3.  Transient  Designated  Funds 
(To  Be  Distributed  Within  Conf) 

a.  MacDonell’s  Children’s  Services 


Reserve  Funds 

(Designated  by  Conference  Executive) 

1.  1998  National  Assembly  (Cum.  4 Yrs.) 

2.  1999  National  Seminar  (Cum.  4 Yrs.) 

3.  2000  Jurisdiction  Meeting  (Cum.  4 Yrs.) 

4.  Conference  Assembly  Scholarship 


651.00 

300.00 


24.00 

975.00  975.00 


6.900.00 

600.00 

600.00 

300.00 

8.400.00  8,400.00 


Mission  Funds  (Undesignated  - A&MD) 

1.  A&MD  Fimds  Held  in  Reserve  For: 


a.  1998  A&MD  Gifts  + 1997  Interest 

b.  1997  Audit  Payable 

6.387.58 

1.800.00 

8.187.58 

2.  A&MD  Funds  Retained  for  Budget  1st  Qtr. 

9,030.58 

3.  Other  Funds  to  Be  Disbursed/Remitted, 
a.  Program  Resource  Sales  Funds 

(Payable  to  Service  Center  after  receipt 
of  statement  showing  return  credit) 

385.60 

17,603.76 

17.603.76 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  & FUND  BALANCES 

26,978.76 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UMW  - 1997 
ADMINISTRATIVE  & MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 


1997 

BUDGET 

EXPENSES 
& CREDITS 

BALANCE 

A.  TRAVEL  (Inch  Insurance,  Lodging  & Meals) 

1.  Insurance 

2.  Lodging/Meals;  Executive  Committee 

3.  Committee  on  Finance 

4.  Committee  on  Membership  Nurture 

5.  WFMW  Meeting 

6.  Mileage;  Executive  Committee 

7.  Committee  on  Finance 

8.  Committee  on  Membership  Nurture 

9.  WFMW  Meeting 

10.  Committee  on  Standing  Rules 

5,500.00 

(837.70) 

(894.96) 

(149.25) 

(179.00) 
(292.64) 

(588.00) 
(431.09) 
(237.12) 

(126.00) 
(15.34) 

Total  Travel 

5,500.00 

(3,751.10) 

1,748.90 

B.  RESOURCES:  Officer 

350.00 

350.00 

Service  Center  Mailings 

90.00 

(60.00) 

0.00 

C.  DISTRICT  A&MD 

17,705.00 

(13,766.25) 

3,938.75 

D.  JURISDICTION  A4&MD(1%  of  Pledge) 

2,600.00 

(2,600.00) 

0.00 

E.  SCHOOLS  OF  CHRISTIAN  MISSION: 

1.  West  Gulf  Regional 

7,500.00 

(5,831.58) 

1,668.42 

2.  Louisiana  Conference 

13,000.00 

(7,217.86) 

5,782.14 

F.  PROGRAMS  & EVENTS  IN  LA  CONFERENCE 

1 . Annual  Meeting 

1,500.00 

(929.87) 

570.13 

2.  DELT 

4,000.00 

(2,900.03) 

1,099.97 

G.  ATTENDANCE  AT  REGIONAL  & 

NATIONAL  EVENTS: 

1.  Assembly  1998  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

2,300.00 

(2,300.00) 

0.00 

2.  Jurisdiction  2000  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

600.00 

(600.00) 

0.00 

3.  National  Seminar  1999  (Cumulative  4 Years) 

300.00 

(300.00) 

0.00 

H.  OPERATING  EXPENSES: 

1 . Conference  Directory 

2,000.00 

(2,708.35) 

(708.35) 

2.  Newsletter  (Including  Bulk  Postage) 

6,500.00 

(6,584.31) 

(84.31) 

3.  Postage 

1,000.00 

(311.02) 

688.98 

4.  Office  Supplies  & Printing  (Copying) 

850.00 

(678.04) 

171.96 

5.  Telephone 

400.00 

(23.16) 

376.84 

6.  Audit  for  1996 

1,800.00 

(1,800.00) 

0.00 

7.  Honors  and  Memorials 

400.00 

(450.00) 

(50.00) 

8.  Dependent  Care  Subsidy 

500.00 

500.00 

I.  CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 

300.00 

(300.00) 

0.00 

TOTALS 

69,195.00 

(53,111.57) 

16,655.66 
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EXPENSE  GUIDELINES 
Louisiana  Conference  Executive  Committee 
(Amended  9/15/95) 


United  Methodist  Women  recognize  the  need  to  be  an  inclusive  group  and  to  have  elected  leaders 
who  represent  a diversity  of  age,  race,  economic  background,  and  status  of  employment.  To  make 
this  possible,  a Budget  for  Conference  Administration  and  Membership  Development  is  approved 
annually  to  provide  expenses  for  those  chosen  to  serve  in  leadership  positions.  The  following 
guidelines  for  reimbursement  (along  with  the  Conference  Budget)  seek  to  expand  the  concept  of 
what  it  means  to  be  in  mission. 

Expense  vouchers  are  available  from  the  conference  treasurer  and  must  be  Ailed  out  in  full  when 
applying  for  reimbursement  and  submitted  to  the  conference  treasurer  and  approved  by  the 
conference  president  and  secretary.  Expenses  for  specific  meetings  should  be  turned  in  at  the  close 
of  that  meeting,  if  possible,  or  not  later  than  the  next  week.  Expense  vouchers  should  be  submitted 
within  the  quarter  which  the  expense  occurs  when  possible.  All  possible  receipts  must  be  attached 
to  expense  vouchers. 

Leaders  are  advised  to  submit  all  legitimate  expenses  for  doing  their  job  well.  If  someone  cares  to 
donate  supplies  or  services  which  normally  would  be  covered  under  these  guidelines,  please  submit 
a voucher  for  those  charges  and  then  endorse  the  check  (or  refund  part  of  it)  directly  to  the 
conference  treasurer. 

Conference  officers  are  asked  to  pay  their  own  registration  fees  to  Conference  events  without 
reimbursement.  They  are  often  expected  to  pay  their  own  room,  meal,  and  travel  expenses  and  then 
submit  the  receipt(s)  with  a voucher  applying  for  reimbursement.  If  this  arrangement  causes 
personal  hardship,  a cash  advance  to  cover  expected  costs  may  be  requested  from  the  conference 
treasurer. 

Every  call,  letter  or  written  announcement  of  upcoming  events  requiring  "official  participation"  of 
conference  leaders  shall  mention  further  specific  plans  for  financial  arrangement! s)  not  delineated 
herein  (such  as  whether  the  individual  leaders  will  pay  or  sign  for  meals  and  lodging). 

The  following  limitations  should  be  noted: 

A.  Travel  Expenses 

1.  Thirteen  (13)  cents  per  mile  shall  be  allowed  for  travel  by  car.  When  a minimum 
10-seat  van  is  occupied  by  at  least  six  (6)  or  more  people  in  a car  pool,  mileage  will 
be  paid  at  a flat  rate  of  twenty-five  (25)  cents  per  mile. 

To  encourage  car  pooling,  officers  will  be  paid  an  additional  two  (2)  cents  per  mile 
for  each  additional  rider  in  a car  or  mini-van.  When  district  and  conference 
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Travel  Expenses  (Continued) 

officers  travel  together  with  expenses  provided  expenses  provided  by  their  respective 
organizations,  they  shall  submit  pro  rata  shares  of  the  expenses  of  these  groups. 
Riders  other  than  district  and  conference  officers  must  assume  their  share  of  the 
expense. 

2.  Lodging  may  be  reimbursed  at  a rate  up  to  $10.00  per  person  per 
day. 

3.  Meals  may  be  reimbursed  at  a rate  up  to  $12.50  per  person  per  day  (to  be  divided 
between  meals  as  desired).  Meals  for  events  that  are  less  than  one  day  will  be 
reimbursed  at  a rate  up  to  $2.50  for  breakfast,  $5.50  for  lunch,  and  $7.00  for  dinner. 

B.  Officers  Resources 


Materials  which  are  necessary  for  information  and  execution  of  your  job  (such 
as  Service  Center  publications)  may  be  purchased  and  become  the  property 
of  the  Conference  organization.  Most  of  these  materials  should  be  maintained 
in  the  files  you  keep  and  pass  on  to  successors.  Utmost  care  should  be  taken 
that  we  do  not  needlessly  duplicate  materials  which  cover  overlapping 
concerns  of  other  leaders. 

C.  Operating  Expenses 

Postage,  office  supplies,  copy  charges,  long  distance  telephone  charges, 

and  other  miscellaneous  charges  are  allowable.  Receipts  for  these  expenses 
are  to  be  attached  to  the  voucher.  The  use  of  professional  secretarial  services 
and  large  numbers  of  xerox  copies  are  discouraged;  and  prior  approval  is 
required  for  these  expenses. 

D.  Dependent  Care  Subsidy 

A Dependent  Care  Subsidy  plan  was  adopted  April  25,  1992.  When  a 
member  of  the  Conference  Executive  Committee  (elected  or  appointed)  is 
required  to  attend  Annual  Meeting,  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee 
meeting.  District  Elected  Leaders  Training,  or  a Women’s  Division  Workshop, 
she  MAY  be  paid  a Dependent  Care  Subsidy  up  to  $30.00  per  day  for  hired 
care  required  for  children  12  years  of  age  or  under/or  for  an  invalid  (ill, 
handicapped,  blind)  parent/spouse/or  other  dependent  person  residing  in  her 
home  — providing  this  is  an  absolute  necessity  and  that  no  other  family 
member  or  friend  is  available  to  do  this  for  her. 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
MID-YEAR  EXECUTIVE  MEETING 
FEBRUARY  14-15,  1997 

The  Mid-Year  Executive  Meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  was  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  LA.  After  a short  get  acquainted  activity,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  at  7:00  p.m.  Pat  Cobb,  President,  presided. 

Members  present:  Jean  Rockhold;  Maxie  Garrett;  Doris  Brown; 
Ethel  Lilly;  Rosalie  Pryor;  Muriel  Miller;  Margie  Morrish;  June  F. 
Sanchez;  Norma  Winegeart ; Carolyn  Colvin;  Jo  Traweek  (VP-Monroe) ; 
Eloise  Cox;  Kathleen  Phillips;  Lois  R.  Heath;  Rita  M.  Parham;  Jeri 
Dommert ; Jane  Eubanks;  Betty  Pope;  Annette  Fortune;  Betty  Tripp; 
Gwen  Streams;  Nancy  M.  Carruth;  Marie  Young;  Harriet te  T.  Elrod; 
Joan  Miller;  Evelyn  Evans;  Hilda  D.  Sills;  Pat  Cobb  and  Fannie  P. 
Reddix.  Absent:  Joyce  Hazel;  Nell  Hayes;  Christine  Coleman;  Gail 
Epperson  and  Judy  Greer. 

Our  prayers  were  requested  for  several  of  our  UMW  members/ 
family  members  who  are  recuperating  from  various  illnesses  and 
accidents.  Nell  was  involved  in  a freak  accident;  Patty  Lindsey 
had  surgery;  Joyce  Hazel  has  the  flu;  Mary  Quinones's  Aunt  Grace 
fell  and  broke  her  shoulder;  and  Gladys  Prillerman's  elderly 
parents  (mother  had  a stroke)  are  ill. 

Pat  announced  that  a board  had  been  placed  in  our  meeting  room 
for  us  to  jot  down  concerns  that  any  one  had,  (that  would  make  our 
conference  better)  and  didn't  want  to  discuss  publicly.  She  also 
requested  that  we  think  about  what  we  could  wear  to  the  Assembly  in 
1998  that  would  identify  us  as  a Louisiana  delegation.  The  Women's 
Division  wants  feedback  on  how  Conference  UMW  have  managed  to 
continue  the  workshops  and  Membership  development,  in  spite  of  the 
moratoriiim  they  have  on  in-conference  workshops,  due  to  budgetary 
cuts.  The  questionnaire  will  be  distributed  later  in  this  meeting. 
Pat  also  asked  for  suggestions  in  compiling  her  Pre-Conference 
Report  that  is  printed  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Journal 
Report.  Each  board  and  agency  of  the  conference  is  asked  to  submit 
these  reports  for  Annual  Conference.  For  the  past  few  years,  she 
has  written  the  report  herself.  A recipient  for  the  SRMP  will  be 
discussed  later,  at  this  meeting.  She  distributed  Mary  Quinones, ' 
finance  reports  for  the  last  quarter  to  the  elected  officers  and 
district  presidents. 

Carolyn  Colvin  mentioned  that  one  of  her  officers'  husband  had 
died;  Nancy  Carruth  said  that  she  was  told  by  Seola  that  Rev. 
Cleveland  Quaid  died.  Hilda  Sills  said  that  Marilyn  Ray's  mother 
was  funeralized  in  December.  Pat  said  that  James  Evans  was  quite 
ill. 

After  the  preliminaries,  Pat  lit  the  candle  which  signifies 
that  all  that  we  say  and  do  is  done  with  the  presence  of  Christ  in 
our  midst . 
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Get  well  cards  were  passed  around  for  Nell  Hayes,  and  Gail 
Epperson  In  Memory  Gifts  to  Mission  were  sent  in  memory  of  Lottie 
Palazzo' s husband,  Pete;  Marilyn's  mother,  Erelene  Bradford;  and 
Hubert  Blanchard. 

Before  the  meditation,  Gwen  Streams  asked  Pat  Cobb  to  pray  for 
the  persons  who  are  ill,  or  recuperating  and  for  those  of  us  who 
are  trying  to  do  God's  work. 

Gwen  Streams'  meditation  was  based  on  the  sixth  chapter  of 
Micah  from  the  Life  Application  Bible,  and  King  James  Version,  and 
an  article  in  the  Bible  Study  section  of  the  Response  Magazine  by 
Gwen  White.  Gwen  selected  as  her  title,  "Expectations  of  Christ." 
As  she  quoted  Micah  6 : 1 , 8- - "Listen  to  what  the  Lord  is  saying  to 
his  people:  to  be  fair,  just,  merciful,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
your  God";  She  asked  that  we  continue  to  take  care  of  our  homes, 
our  neighborhoods,  and  our  communities. 

Marie  Young  and  June  Sanchez  were  appointed  to  examine  the 

minutes . 


Correspondence : Thank  you  cards  were  received  from  Lusinda 
Warren,  and  Donna  Bergstedt,  who  participated  in  the  Mission 
Education  Event  at  Dulac.  Donna's  card  was  one  of  the  recycled 
cards  made  by  the  children  of  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's 
Services,  Inc. 

Grace  Wiggins  has  been  volunteering  at  Sager  Brown's  with  a 
group  of  volunteers  from  Minnesota,  in  the  Library.  A Headstart 
program  will  be  using  this  facility.  There  will  also  be  a 
tutoring  program  for  the  pre-school  children.  The  books  that  they 
have  received  from  schools,  and  individuals,  were  discards,  and 
were  well  worn.  They  also  received  hundreds  of  new  books  but  only 
two  were  about  African  American  Children.  She  asked  that  we  would 
assist  in  getting  new  books,  with  pictures  and  stories  featuring 
African  American  Children  as  well  as  other  Ethnic  emphases  or  money 
to  purchase  them. 

After  a brief  discussion,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the  group 
that  the  district  presidents  should  promote  this  project  in  their 
districts.  Pat  will  write  a letter  in  response  to  this  request, 
and  a letter  to  the  district  presidents  and  an  article  to  Nancy  for 
the  newsletter. 

The  minutes  were  approved  as  mailed. 

SECRETARY ; Fannie  Reddix  reported  that  since  her  last  report 
she  has  been  engaged  in  the  following:  DELT--with  six  out  of  nine 
counterparts  in  attendance,  (five  were  new)  ; prepared  a tentative 
schedule  for  the  1997  School  of  Mission;  attended  the  Special 
Ministries  Meeting  in  December  and  Convocations  of  Boards  in 
January;  task  force  meeting  of  1997  Annual  Meeting;  and  UMW  Sunday 
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worship  at  her  church.  She  has  corresponded  with  the  district 
presidents  and  counterparts.  Her  plan  is  to  distribute  the  Annual 
Directories  at  the  Conference  Retreat . 


Pat  said  she  had  copies  of  the  1996  directories  to  give  those 
who  wanted  them.  She  will  bring  them  to  the  meeting  tomorrow 
morning . 

REPORTS  FROM  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  EVENT  (LTE) 


Annette  Fortune- -Annette  reported  that  the  1996  Annual  Meeting 
was  a great  opportunity  for  her  in  serving  as  the  chairperson  of 
this  event.  It  was  an  awesome  responsibility  and  at  times  a bit 
overwhelming,  but  she  grew  mentally,  and  spiritually  because  she 
was  given  this  task.  She  said  it  was  the  team  that  made  it  all 
possible . 

In  October,  she  trained  six  of  the  nine  counterparts  at  BELT 
in  Alexandria  at  Newman  UMC . One  of  the  goals  that  they  set  for 
1997  was  to  be  serious  about  personal  and  spiritual  growth.  She 
was  the  speaker  for  the  Monroe  District  Annual  Meeting. 

In  November,  she  attended  the  Leadership  Training  Event  in 
Chicago.  This  was  a wonderful  experience,  and  she  was  very  proud 
to  be  a Conference  Officer  of  such  an  organization.  Her  feelings 
were  best  expressed  by  a scripture  found  in  Corinthians  12:12  & 18- 
20.  --"Our  bodies  have  many  parts,  but  the  many  make  up  only  one 
body  when  they  are  all  put  together.  She  said  God  has  made  many 
parts  for  our  bodies  and  has  put  each  part  just  where  he  wants  it. 

She  also  attended  the  Conference  School  Planning  Meeting  at 
the  Conference  center  in  November. 

In  January,  she  mailed  the  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
packets  to  her  counterparts,  and  also  reminded  them  that  each  would 
be  responsible  for  a mediation  for  the  booklet  and  a devotional  at 
School  of  Mission.  She  spoke  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  for  two  services;  and  will  speak  at  Chatham  UMC.  She  will 
not  attend  the  Conference  Retreat,  because  of  a Mission  Trip  with 
her  church  to  Jaurez,  Mexico. 

Evelyn  Evans- -This  was  her  second  time  to  attend  New  Officer's 
Training  Event.  The  first  time  she  went  to  New  York;  however, 
being  in  Chicago  was  better.  She  liked  the  food,  the  music  and  the 
training.  Her  only  complaints  were  that  she  had  to  walk  quite  a 
bit  in  the  hotel  to  the  meeting  sites,  and  there  wasn't  enough 
snow.  Evelyn  said  that  after  all  of  the  training,  she  still  has  no 
idea  of  when  her  treasury  reports  are  due  to  Women's  Division. 

Norma  S.  Winegeart- -Said  that  it  was  a privilege  to  attend  the 
officer's  training  event  in  Chicago  in  December.  She  was  able  to 
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go  for  a second  time,  as  the  chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations.  Finding  the  new  Constitution  and  Bylaws  available  was 
great.  It  was  also  good  to  share  information  with  people  from 
other  conferences  across  the  nation. 

Norma  had  the  experience  of  meeting  the  new  Women's  Division 
President,  Sarah  Shingler.  Upon  seeing  her  in  a wheelchair,  she 
assumed  that  she  was  handicapped.  It  turned  out  that  Sarah  had 
broken  her  ankle . Her  husband  was  with  her  and  pushed  her  where 
ever  she  needed  to  go. 

Rita  Parham- -Rita  expressed  her  deep  appreciation  for  the 
opportunity  to  attend  this  event.  She  said  that  everything  that 
Women's  Division,  United  Methodist  Women  plans  is  so  perfectly  well 
done.  The  job  training  helps  you  to  gain  knowledge  that  is 
valuable  to  this  organization  and  transcends  all  parts  of  life. 

A cheer  that  she  learned  is  as  follows:  Step  up;  step  back;  turn 
yourself  around.  We  are  women  --Yea!  We  are  giving--  Yea!  We  are 
growing- -Yea ! We  are  Living  --Yea!  (repeat) 

She  looks  forward  to  continuing  to  perform  her  duties  and 
share  what  she  has  come  to  understand  and  win  other  women  to  this 
great  organization. 

Betty  Tripp- -Betty  expressed  her  appreciation  for  the 
opportunity  to  attend  Leadership  Training  Event  in  Chicago.  She 
thought  she  would  find  a lot  of  snow  in  Chicago,  but  there  was  more 
in  Dallas.  She  was  impressed  with  the  number  of  young  women 
attending.  Everyone  got  their  materials  and  worked  as  a team  on 
everything.  She  felt  that  team  effort  was  the  most  important  thing 
she  learned  at  LTE . The  leaders  were  very  informative  and  helpful. 

Pat  distributed  a valentine  to  each  of  us.  She  also  mentioned 
that  she  wrote  to  our  new  President  of  Women's  Division,  Sarah 
Shingler,  to  invite  her  to  speak  at  one  of  our  Annual  Meetings. 
Sarah  responded  that  if  we  could  change  our  date  in  1999,  she  may 
be  able  to  come,  therefore,  Pat  suggested  that  maybe  she  could  come 
September  24  and  25,  1999. 

It  was  properly  moved  by  Norma  Winegeart  and  seconded  by 
Carolyn  Colvin  that  we  accept  Sarah  Shingler  as  our  1999  Annual 
Meeting  Speaker,  September  24  and  25.  The  place  has  yet  to  be 
decided. 

PRESIDENT  --Pat  Cobb  has  had  a very  busy  schedule  since  the 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  activities  are  as  follows: 


October  19  - DELT 


October  8 - 

"Pep"  talk 

October  20 

-22 

- Mission 

with  ladies 

of  Rayne 

Education 

Event -Dulac 

Memorial  UMC 

November 

8 

-Bishop' s 

October  12 

N.  0. 

Dinner,  N. 

0. 

Dist . Annual 

Meeting 

November 

16 

School 
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Committee,  Conf . Center 


November  18  -A  New 

Grandchild 

December  7 - Board 

Members'  Training  by 
GBGM,  Wave land,  MS 
December  10  - Installed 
St.  Matthew's  UMW  Off. 

December  14  - Help 

organize  El  Mesias  UMW 
January  11  - Annual 

Meeting  Task  Force 
Dillard  University 
January  12  - St.  Mark's 
visit  from  Women's 

Division 

January  16  - St.  Mark's 
Board  Meeting 
January  17  - District 
UMM' s Dinner 
January  19  - Spoke  at 

Slidell  UMC  for  UMW 

Sunday 

Pat  showed  us  a sample  of  her  basket  weaving  that  she  learned 
at  the  Mission  Education  Event  at  Dulac. 

Pat  said  that  we  need  to  have  a prayer  chain  in  motion.  She 
realized  that  fact  when  Lottie's  husband  died  on  Christmas  Eve  and 
it  was  difficult  to  get  the  word  out. 

A sheet  was  circulated  to  get  the  name  of  the  Conference 
Officers  who  would  be  going  to  the  Bishop's  "Hands  on  Mission 
Event"  at  Sager  Brown,  February  21-22. 

Doris  Brown  and  Marie  Young  are  planning  to  attend  the  Global 
Gathering . 

Pat  said  she  had  a request  from  COSROW  to  speak  at  our  Annual 
Meeting  in  September.  It  was  the  consensus  of  the  group  that  this 
was  in  order . 

On  Tuesday,  February  25,  the  Resource  Center  will  have  a 
meeting  and  Rita  Parham  will  represent  us. 

VICE-PRESIDENT.  Hilda  Sills  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting,  she  has  attended  the  following  meetings:  October  - DEBT 
at  Newman  UMC;  N.  O.  District  Annual  Meeting;  Installed  Mount  Zion 
UMW  Officers.  November  - SCM  Planning  Meeting  - Conference 

Center.  December  - In  Delaware,  she  brought  greetings  from  our 


January 2 3 

MacDonell's  Board 
Meeting 

January 2 4-25 

Convocations  of  Boards, 
Conference  Center 


January 

26  - 

Spoke  at 

Gretna 

UMC 

for  UMW 

Sunday 

January 

30 

Dulac 

Board  Meeting 
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Conference  to  the  Delaware's  Conference  UMW  Christmas  Luncheon. 
January  11  - Annual  Meeting  Task  Force  - Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans;  participated  in  UMW  Sunday  Program  at  Mount  Zion. 

At  the  last  meeting,  the  person  who  was  suggested  as  the  1998 
Assistant  Dean  of  the  School  of  Mission  declined  the  invitation, 
however,  she  was  able  to  get  a confirmation  from  Emily  McCoy. 

Hilda  said  she  has  also  found  someone  to  do  the  ribbons.  She 
asked  if  it  would  be  okay  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  lamp  so  that 
the  Bible  could  also  fit  on  the  ribbon. 

She  said  that  the  Task  Force  meeting  was  quite  a success  with 
all  members  present,  however,  June  Sanchez  (came  from  her  district 
team  meeting)  arrived  while  we  were  at  lunch  and  thought  our 
meeting  was  over.  The  theme  selected  is,  "THY  WORD  IS  A LAMP." 
The  Scriptures  are  John  1:1,  and  Psalm  119:105. 

The  speaker  is  Dianna  Masters  from  Women's  Division  who  lives 
in  DeSoto,  Texas.  She  has  received  pertinent  information  about  her 
and  a black  and  white  photo.  All  of  the  committee  chairpersons 
have  been  selected  and  confirmed.  Letters  were  sent  to  all  of  the 
ministers  to  serve  as  Communion  Celebrants.  The  Ministers  are: 
Reverends  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  N.  O.  District  Superintendent; 
Randall  Campbell;  Gregor  Dike;  Marva  Mitchell;  Wesley  Reagan;  John 
Winn,  Jr.;  Ellen  Blue,  and  Helena  Wright-Butler . 

Members  of  the  administrative  staff  at  Dillard  University  were 
disappointed  to  learn  that  they  will  not  host  the  banquet.  The 
banquet  will  be  held  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Kenner,  LA.  Lottie 
Palazzo  is  serving  as  Co-Chairperson  and  Fannie  P.  Reddix  as 
secretary.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  March  11,  at  4:30 
p.m.  at  her  home. 

Members  in  attendance  were  Kay  Dupuy,  Evelyn  Evans,  Annie 
Lincoln,  Rita  Parham,  Mary  Quinones,  Fannie  Reddix,  Evelyn  Martin, 
Hilda  Sills,  Lottie  Palazzo,  and  Pat  Cobb.  June  Sanchez  came  while 
we  were  at  lunch  and  left . 

Hilda  Sills  said  that  she  just  received  a communication  from 
Educational  Tours,  Inc.  about  a Wesley  Heritage  Tour.  If  anyone  is 
interested,  she  will  share  that  information  with  them. 
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TREASURER  Evelyn  Evans  reported  that  we  made  our  1996  pledge 
to  mission  by  just  ,$280.31.  This  is  something  to  rejoice  about, 
but  we  need  to  be  concerned  that  undesignated  giving  was  down  by 
3.5  percent.  When,  the  finance  committee  meets  in  March,  she  said 
they  will  address  ways  to  increase  the  giving. 

She  has  sent  a total  of  $2,450.00  undesignated  for  Special 
Mission  Recognition  Pins.  Women's  Division  has  authorized  a 
commemorative  pin  celebrating  the  25th  Anniversary  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  This  sterling  silver  pin  will  cost  $50.00,  and  a 
limited  number  of  pins  will  be  available  beginning  in  March.  Local 
units  should  be  made  aware  of  this. 

Each  district  has  been  sent  one-half  of  their  Administrative 
and  Membership  Development  Budget  funds  for  1997  for  a total  of 
$8,852.50.  The  January  issue  of  the  newsletter  was  printed  and 
mailed  for  $2,338.91.  The  checking  account  balance  as  of  February 
1,  1997  was  $16,418.78. 

Evelyn  announced  that  the  Finance  Committee  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  March  22,  1997  at  the  Conference  Center, 
beginning  at  10:00  a.m.  and  ending  at  approximately  2:00  p.m.  An 
agenda  will  be  mailed  to  the  members. 

RETREAT  Doris  Brown,  Chairperson  said  that  she  is  really 
excited  to  have  the  opportunity  to  chair  this  retreat . She  said 
retreats  have  always  been  a special  time  in  her  life;  it  is  such  a 
rich  time  to  grow  spiritually.  One-hundred  and  fifty  have 
registered  as  of  this  date;  only  thirty  more  to  come.  The  theme  is 
"Christian  Women:  Living  as  Sisters."  She  has  been  in  touch  with 
Rev.  Leslie  Aiken,  who  will  lead  the  retreat.  Doris  said  that 
Leslie  is  planning  the  program  format,  and  did  share  that  the  Focus 
would  be,  "Sisters,  Strokes,  Splashes  and  Spills."  Leslie  will  be 
using  the  scripture,  Ruth  1:16-18,  and  will  be  breaking  us  up  into 
small  groups. 

District  presidents  have  been  asked  to  assist  in  getting 
persons  from  their  district  to  serve.  The  retreat  begins  after 
dinner  on  Friday  and  ends  on  Sunday  at  Lunch.  The  budget  indicates 
that  the  retreat  will  be  self-sufficient:  with  total  income 
projected  at  $1260,  and  expenses  of  $869  leaving  a balance  of  $391. 
Registration  will  be  from  3:00  to  5:00,  with  dinner  at  5:30-6:30 
and  the  first  general  session  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.  Music  will 
be  provided  by  Larry  and  Yvette  Weatherton. 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL  Gwen  Streams,  representative  from  Louisiana 
reported  that  the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  Dean  is  Cathie  West 
from  Texas  Conference.  The  Staff  Consultant,  Andris  Salter  from 
Women's  Division  presented  the  1997  schedule: 

1.  Plenaries  - first  thing  in  morning  - with  classes 

following . 

2.  Focus  groups  (emphasizing  membership)  will  be  staffed  and 
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planned  by  Women's  Division.  Pat  will  be  sent  more 
information  at  a later  date. 

3.  A Mini-Retreat  will  be  planned  by  Women's  Division. 
(Annette  said  that  all  Spiritual  Growth  Coordinators  will 
lead  another  conference  for  the  Mini-Retreat) 

4.  Opening  - Regional  School  Theme  is:  "Visioning  Justice  & 
Hope . " 

Studies:  Christians  Living  in  a Violent  Society 

Joshua  and  the  Land 
Brazil 

5.  Gwen  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Brazil  night  celebration. 
She  will  need  help! 

6.  Louisiana's  responsibilities:  Joshua  -Learning  Display 
and  Meditation  for  the  book  (not  more  than  2 pages  typed) 
Picture  for  promotion  of  resources  of  a person  from  the 

LA  Conference  (Rita  will  probably  coordinate) ; Ideas  for 
Logo . 

There  will  be  no  shuttle  bus  service  before  noon  on  closing 
day.  No  box  lunches  will  be  prepared.  No  Smoking  in  the  Dorms. 

Regional  School  Nominations:  The  following  persons  were 

nominated  by  the  Executive  Committee:  Rita  Parham  and  Annette 

Fortune . 

Focus  Groups-  Persons  who  are  in  the  pattern  to  attend 
Regional  School  were  asked  to  sign  up  for  their  choice. 

CONFERENCE  SCHOOL  Harriette  Elrod,  Dean,  gave  the  following 
report:  The  1997  School  Theme  is  "Visioning  Justice  and  Hope." 

She  said  we  are  fortunate  to  have  Mary  Lou  Blakeman  to  present  the 
study,  Joshua  and  the  Land.  Study  Leaders  for  Brazil  are:  Rev.  M. 
C.  Cady,  Mrs.  Emily  McCoy,  Rev.  Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  and  Rev. 
Clifton  Conrad.  Study  leaders  for  Christian  Living  in  the  Midst  of 
a Violent  Society  are:  Rev.  Philip  Woodland,  Mrs.  Lois  R.  Heath, 
Rev.  Dr.  Joe  Elmore  and  Mrs.  Billye  L.  Elmore. 

The  same  topic  is  used  for  the  children.  The  study  leaders 
for  the  children's  study  are  Jackie  Campbell  and  Bonnie  Daniel. 
Bonnie  will  coordinate  local  activities  with  appropriate 
scheduling.  The  school  team  assignments  are:  Assistant  Dean, 

Joyce  Hazel;  President,  Pat  Cobb;  Vice-President,  Hilda  D.  Sills; 
Secretary,  Fannie  P.  Reddix;  Treasurer,  Evelyn  Evans;  Registrars, 
Gail  Epperson  and  Jan  Randolph;  Meditation  and  Worship,  Annette 
Fortune;  Hospitality,  Marie  Young  and  Muriel  Miller;  Newsletter, 
Nancy  Carruth;  Publicity,  Rita  Parham;  Local  Arrangements,  Patty 
Lindsey  and  Carolyn  Colvin;  Resource  Room,  Gwen  Streams;  Nurse, 
Vera  Bulloch;  Music,  Juanita  Ivie  and  Gloria  Hygh. 

Dawn  Norris,  Centenary  College  Coordinator,  has  met  with  the 
school  team  and  predicts  that  room  assignments  will  be  much  easier 
without  the  construction  work  limiting  access,  as  it  was  last  year. 
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BELT  Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson.  Norma  said  when  she  was 
asked  to  be  the  chair  for  BELT  '97,  she  was  given  the  dates  of 
October  24-25  and  was  told  "this  is  the  year  we  have  an  overnight 
meeting . " 

She  has  reserved  the  Conference  Center  for  a maximum  of  100 
people ...  as  there  are  10  elected  officers  times  9 districts  make 
90,  plus  the  Conference  team. 

But,  she  has  a question  to  the  need  of  a two-day  meeting.  She 
did  not  attend  BELT  this  past  fall,  because  of  a family  reunion  and 
out-of-state  company  at  her  house.  She  did  not  know  until  after 
the  meeting  was  over  that  Jan  did  not  attend  either,  and  so  there 
was  no  one  to  meet  with  the  Committee  on  Nominations.  There  is  a 
vice-chairperson  who  could  have  come  had  she  been  contacted. 

She  also  heard  that  some  who  attended  commented  that  they 
received  the  same  printed  matter,  they  had  received  the  prior  year. 
We  really  need  to  give  the  officers  who  attend,  something 
worthwhile  to  take  home  with  them.  This  is  up  to  the  Individual 
Conference  Officers. 

Bistrict  officers  need  to  attend  BELT,  in  order  to  train  the 
local  officers  in  their  districts.  If  a two  day  event  is  what  the 
body  wants,  Norma  will  be  happy  to  plan  it. 

The  district  presidents  are  responsible  for  getting  their 
officers  to  attend  BELT,  and  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Conference  Officers  to  have  something  worthwhile  to  share  with 
their  counterparts. 

Lois  Heath  said  that  the  evaluation  forms  from  the  previous 
BELT  did  not  indicate  any  of  the  comments  that  have  been  discussed 
today.  She  said  that  the  only  comment  was,  that  they  did  not  have 
enough  time  in  the  room.  The  evaluation  form  should  be  filled  out 
so  that  the  committee  can  use  them  to  make  the  necessary 
adjustments . 

After  a brief  discussion,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the 
Executive  body  that  a one-day  BELT  would  be  sufficient  for  this 
year.  Anyone  who  has  to  travel  more  than  four  hours,  can  come  the 
night  before. 

Pat  said  we  will  try  to  promote  by  Conference  Annual  Meeting 
that  all  Bistrict  Presidents  should  submit  the  names  of  their 
nominated  slate,  so  that  the  counterparts  can  communicate  with  them 
about  BELT . 

THERESSA  HOOVER  AWARB  - (A  Community  Service  Award)  Everyone 
was  asked  to  submit  the  names  of  possible  applicants,  if  we  have 
any,  and  get  the  application  forms  from  her.  This  award  is  given 
annually  to  help  any  young  woman  between  the  ages  of  21-35,  without 
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regard  to  race  or  nationality,  who  has  demonstrated  concern  for  her 
neighbors  and  community,  shown  that  concern  in  service  to  her 
community,  and  exhibits  an  awareness  of  the  total  nature  of  our 
responsibilities  in  today's  world. 

GREEN  PAGES  AWARD-  Pat  said  that  this  is  highlighted  in  the 
Response  Magazine  in  the  Environmental  Section  of  the  magazine. 
She  has  received  application  forms.  This  award  is  for  women  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  are  doing  inspiring  and  important  work 
on  environmental  justice  issues.  They  will  profile  the  work  of 
this  individual  in  the  Green  Pages  environmental  section  of  the 
Response  Magazine.  She  has  the  applications  forms,  for  those  need 
them . 

SPECIAL  MISSION  RECOGNITION  PIN-  It  was  the  consensus  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  give  the  Commemorative  Silver  Award  Pin  to 
Lottie  Palazzo,  rather  than  the  regular  SMRP . There  is  a limited 
number  of  these  pins  that  will  be  printed,  commemorating  the  25 
years  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS  Nancy  Carruth  is  working  with  the  Memorial 
Gifts  for  the  Conference  Center.  There  was  a question  about  an 
amount  of  money  that  was  pledged  by  North  Shore.  Jane  Eubanks,  the 
new  District  President,  will  check  into  the  matter  and  get  back 
with  Nancy.  Pat  said  she  tried  to  check  on  the  pledges  for 
memorials  and  hasn't  gotten  it  straightened  out.  Nancy  said  that 
no  plaques,  names  or  inscriptions  will  be  made  until  all  details 
about  any  memorial-in-question,  are  complete. 

NEWSLETTER  -Nancy  Carruth,  Editor.  She  said  that  two  of  the 
districts  did  not  submit  all  of  the  labels:  New  Orleans  and 
Alexandria.  Because  of  this,  she  had  to  send  5 copies  of  the 
newsletter  to  the  local  presidents.  The  post  office  is  still 
making  it  difficult  for  all  recipients  to  get  their  newsletters  on 
time.  The  deadline  for  the  School  of  Mission  newsletter  is  March 
28,  1997.  The  deadline  for  the  Annual  Meeting  is  July  1,  1997. 

Evelyn  Evans,  Treasurer,  said  that  all  monies  (housing,  meals 
and  registration)  for  the  School  of  Mission  will  be  sent  in  with 
the  registration  form  this  year. 

This  information  will  be  placed  in  many  places  in  the 
newsletter.  Nancy  cautioned  us  that  if  too  much  information  is 
placed  in  the  newsletter  when  we  have  the  retreat,  then  the  cost 
goes  up. 

Pat  asked  for  suggestions  to  be  placed  in  the  pre-conference 
report,  and  a prayer  chain.  After  a discussion  of  how  a few 
members  work  their  communication  chains.  Marie  Young  and  Annette 
Fortune  will  work  formulating  a line  of  communication  for  the 
prayer  chain. 
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There  was  a brief  discussion  about  getting  something  to 
identify  the  Louisiana  delegation  at  the  1998  Women's  Assembly  in 
Orlando,  Florida.  Rita  Parham  will  get  a logo,  Muriel  Miller  will 
investigate  what  we  can  wear. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE:  Norma  Winegeart , Chairperson,  submitted 
the  following  report:  "According  to  the  Bylaws  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  the  Conference  (Article  IV,  Section  4,  b.  4.) 

--the  committee  shall  make  the  slate  of  nominees  available  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  then  to  the  membership  at  least  30  days 
prior  to  the  Annual  Meeting  in  which  the  election  is  held." 

Norma  said,  "this  means  that  the  Nominating  Committee  must 
submit  the  slate  of  nominees  to  the  Executive  Committee  in  time  to 
meet  the  Newsletter  and  thirty-day  deadlines."  Inasmuch  as  the 
Executive  Committee  does  not  meet  between  February  and  July  this 
may  put  a bind  on  their  time-line.  They  were  told  that  they  could 
not  do  this  in  connection  with  Regional  School,  since  the  district 
presidents  are  not  present  there.  She  wondered  whether  written 
communication  to  each  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  would  be 
acceptable . 

They  were  also  told  that  they  should  not  meet  while  the 
Executive  Committee  met  separately,  they  should  be  there  to  observe 
and  evaluate,  and  get  acquainted  with  potential  nominees.  The 
Committee  on  Nominations  requests  that  their  committee  have  a 
separate  one-day  meeting  in  the  Spring  of  the  year.  If  this  is 
approved,  then  it  should  be  included  in  the  financial  planning  for 
next  year . 

The  Nominating  Committee  also  attends  the  School  of  Christian 
Mission  at  Conference  expense- -again  to  evaluate  and  observe. 
Norma  suggests  that  the  committee  should  also  serve  and  assist 
wherever  possible  during  School  of  Christian  Mission. 

Another  duty  of  the  committee  is  to  present  a report  of  term 
and  tenure  of  current  officers.  She  submitted  the  report  on  one  of 
her  suggested  forms  with  some  of  the  information  filled  in. 
Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  asked  to  fill  in  any 
missing  information,  or  make  corrections.  The  final  copy  will  be 
filed  with  the  secretary. 

She  added  Doris  Brown  and  Kathleen  Conrad  at  the  bottom  of  the 
form,  as  our  representatives  to  Women's  Division  and  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group.  And,  Gwen  Stream's  membership  on 
the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  Planning  Team  is  included  by  her 
name . 


It  was  moved  by  Norma  Winegeart  and  seconded  by  Rita  Parham 
that  the  Nominating  Committee  meet  at  a separate  time. 

At  9:45  p.m.,  it  was  moved  by  Annette  Fortuna  and  Seconded  by 
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Maxie  Garrett  that  the  meeting  would  be  adjourned  until  Saturday 
morning . 

Saturday  morning,  8:10  a.m. 

The  morning  meditation  was  given  by  Betty  Pope,  based  on  a 
legend  about  St.  Valentino. 

SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  --  Annette  Fortune,  Coordinator.  This  report 
was  given  along  with  report  of  the  Annual  Meeting. 

SOCIAL  ACTION  --  Muriel  Miller,  Coordinator.  Muriel 
reported  that  she  participated  in  numerous  activities,  which  were 
related  to  social  justice.  The  Women's  Division  has  emphasized 
taking  a stand  on  legislative  issues  which  will  affect  women  and 
children.  Her  counterparts  were  mailed  correspondence  regarding 
Head  Start,  school  lunches,  gun  control,  land  mines  and  the 
environment.  She  of  her  counterparts  contacted  their  legislative 
representatives  and  have  received  positive  responses. 

During  the  recent  election  campaign,  there  was  a UMW  drive  to 
have  a "100%  Vote"  on  the  part  of  all  Methodist  Women  in  the  United 
States.  She  prepared  and  displayed  information  on  this  drive  at 
the  Conference  School  and  the  Annual  Meeting.  At  DELT,  she 
assisted  Nell  Inman,  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  to  distribute 
materials  on  Bread  For  the  World,  which  requested  an  action  by  the 
local  women. 

Muriel  also  participated  in  the  Mission  Education  Event  at 
Dulac  in  October.  She  made  several  telephone  calls  to  various 
churches  regarding  the  Peace  with  Justice  Journey  of  the 
missionaries,  and  made  reservations  at  the  Conference  Center  for 
this  event.  The  turnout  at  this  event  was  very  small  due  to  the 
inclement  weather. 

EDUCATION  AND  INTERPRETATION  --  Marie  Young,  Coordinator. 
Marie  attended  DELT  in  October,  and  encouraged  all  of  her 
counterparts  to  attend.  They  discussed  the  new  structure,  name 
change  and  the  current  certificates  for  studies.  The  Excellence  of 
Studies  requirements  for  the  certificates  is  a minimum  of  four 
hours  participation  on  two  or  more  studies  with  attendance  of  50% 
of  the  original  group.  There  must  also  be  an  outgrowth  described 
for  each  study;  hopefully  this  will  increase  the  participation  of 
the  units  in  the  studies.  The  reporting  form  for  the  studies  will 
be  filed  with  her  complete  report. 

Her  office  is  promoting  attendance  at  School  of  Christian 
Mission  by  women,  men,  children,  teen,  college  age,  etc.,  which 
represents  Undesignated  Mission  Giving  Money  in  action. 

She  also  attended  the  Finance  Meeting  in  Alexandria  in 
November,  worked  on  the  budget,  and  Conference  School  Committee 
meeting  at  the  Conference  Center.  Marie  plans  to  attend  the  Global 
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Gathering  in  Kansas  City  which  is  scheduled  for  April  9-13,  as  a 
guest  of  the  Women's  Division,  and  the  Regional  School  of  Christian 
Mission  in  Abilene,'  TX  in  June. 

She  was  a part  of  the  Mission  Education  Event  composed  of  23 
UMW  ladies  from  all  over  the  conference  which  met  in  Dulac  on 
October  23-25,  1996.  This  was  an  inspiring  event  for  her;  the 
fellowship,  work  to  do,  the  prayers,  and  good  food  gave  a new 
outlook  on  Mission.  As  an  outgrowth,  each  district  is  asked  to 
have  a Women's  Mission  Project.  The  Monroe  District  plans  to  send 
20  ladies  to  Dulac  in  May.  She  also  made  four  visits  to  different 
units  to  discuss  the  studies  and  the  work  of  Education  and 
Interpretation . 

MISSION  EDUCATION  EVENT  - Reflections  by  Marie  Young. 
Her  expectations  were:  to  learn  what  is  to  be  done;  be  able  to  come 
back  to  the  group  and  share  ideas  and  ways  to  help;  and  be 
uplifted,  have  fellowship  with  new  people  and  pray. 

She  learned  a lot  more  about  the  Native  American  Peoples  in 
the  Dulac  Community.  The  most  meaningful  part  of  this  experience 
for  her  was  the  fellowship  and  teamwork  as  they  carried  out  their 
roles  in  the  Mission  For  Education  Event.  This  experience  has 
expanded  her  understanding  of  Mission.  Her  concept  of  mission  has 
been  expanded  into  more  doing,  sharincr.  Living  God's  Word,  not  only 
overseas,  but  in  her  own  community . 

MEMBERSHIP  NURTURE  & OUTREACH  Harriette  Elrod,  chairperson 
reported  that  this  year  at  DELT,  they  had  a specific  need  to 
clarify  the  new  job  description.  Since  this  has  been  her  primary 
task,  the  attached  sheets  were  prepared,  (all  nomination  forms  and 
membership  materials  will  be  filed)  The  group  formulated  a 
calendar  of  what  is  due  and  when.  This  information  was  given  to 
all  of  the  counterparts  at  DELT.  The  "WOMAN  IN  MISSION"  is  an 
annual  award  with  a form  for  nomination  to  be  issued  to  each  unit. 

Harriette  Elrod  indicated  that  she  hasn't  received  any  new 
material  since  DELT.  She  is  always  promised  information  from 
Women's  Division,  but  never  receives  it.  She  asked  that  the 
Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  Committee  have  time  to  meet  and 
talk  about  ideas  and  ways  to  carry  out  the  campaign  and  to 
formulate  a letter  to  Women's  Division  about  our  concerns. 

After  a lengthy  discussion,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the 
executive  committee  that  a meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Conference 
Center  April  26,  1997  from  10:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

Doris  Brown,  our  new  Women's  Division  member  will  inquire 
about  the  membership  Nurture  & Outreach  information.  She  will  be 
meeting  with  the  Women's  Division  soon. 

PROGRAM  RESOURCES  Gwen  Streams  reported  that  the  Program 
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Resources  will  be  back  on  track  with  the  School  of  Mission,  but 
those  who  attend  the  Retreat  will  see  many  new  books  available  to 
add  to  their  reading  program.  She  has  the  new  Financial, 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  handbooks.  Each  conference  officer  was 
given  their  office  handbook.  (These  will  be  passed  on  to  the  new 
office  holder) . There  is  a Caring  Connection  Calendar  which 
replaces  the  large  Children's  Prayer  Calendar.  She  will  also  have 
the  children's  pocket  calendar  and  adult  prayer  calendar  available 
at  the  Retreat . 

Gwen  encouraged  all  to  celebrate  UMW' s 25th  year  anniversary 
by  having  a huge  birthday  party  to  display  the  new  UMW  Resources. 
She  loves  the  Bible  study  and  Book  Review  sections  of  the  Response 
Magazine.  The  new  free  resource  materials  are  abundant,  and  will 
be  available  at  the  School  of  Mission.  All  district  counterparts 
are  urged  to  help  in  the  book  room  during  Conference  School  of 
Mission . 

After  a discussion  about  the  certificates  for  the  Reading 
Programs,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the  executive  committee  that  the 
District  Program  Resources  persons  would  send  in  the  organized 
forms.  The  certificates  would  be  signed  at  School  of  Mission. 

COMMUNICATIONS  COORDINATOR  Rita  Parham  reported  that  this 
year's  Learning  Center  will  celebrate  mission  and  UMW's  New 
Structure.  She  said  that  Members  will  become  changed  as  in  Romans 
12:2.  --"Be  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  so  that  you 
may  discern  what  is  the  will  of  God- -what  is  good  and  acceptable 
and  perfect . " 

All  of  the  districts  were  to  begin  January  1,  1997 
implementing  the  new  structure,  with  the  local  units  beginning 
January  1,  1998.  The  Learning  Center  will  also  highlight  the  1997- 
98  Mission,  Reading  Program  and  the  Louisiana  Tradition  of  Mission. 

Each  district  will  select  an  envelope  with  all  of  the  details 
about  the  display  they  have  chosen.  Each  district  is  encouraged  to 
accept  the  display  assignment  as  an  opportunity  to  be  creative  and 
participate  in  an  important  part  of  the  Mission  Education 
experience . 

Rita  also  passed  out  some  forms  that  the  district  presidents 
were  to  complete,  concerning  their  mini-schools. 

Rita  has  been  busy  with  the  news  releases  to  the  LA  Methodist 
Reporter/Net  Worker,  and  the  UMW  Conference  newsletter.  She  shared 
two  pages  of  photos  in  the  January  issue  of  the  conference 
newsletter,  capturing  Mission  In  Action  around  the  conference.  She 
attended  the  planning  meeting  of  the  Annual  Meeting  Task  Force  in 
New  Orleans,  spoke  to  her  local  unit  on  UMW  Sunday  and  taught  the 
Multicultural  Study  at  Robert's  UMC . She  did  not  participate  in 
the  Bishop's  Hands  on  Mission  Event,  but  managed  to  get  a few 
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photos,  she  will  share  later. 

She  made  a big  pitch  for  going  on-line  and  mentioned  that 
there  are  a number  of  churches  in  Louisiana  that  have  home  pages. 
She  enjoyed  the  training  she  received  at  the  recent  Leadership 
Training  Event,  where  she  learned  about  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Home  pages.  Rita  is  excited  about  the  Web  pages  and 
hopes  that  our  units  will  move  into  this  world  of  technology.  She 
said  that  this  may  be  a way  to  attract  the  younger  women,  who  are 
into  technology. 

She  will  set  up  a Walk  in  History,  where  all  of  the  pictures 
she  has  on  hand  can  be  identified  and  then  she  will  put  that 
information  with  our  rich  UMW  history. 

It  was  suggested  by  Fannie  Reddix  that  displays  on  the  special 
programs,  certificates,  etc.  would  be  placed  in  the  Learning  Center 
at  Conference  School. 

HISTORIAN  Judy  Greer  was  absent . 

STANDING  RULES  Jean  Rockhold  reported  that  the  new  structure 
for  this  quadrennium  necessitates  some  reevaluating  of  job 
assignments.  Section  2,  Conference  Guidelines  were  revised  in 
1994.  The  omission  of  two  offices  and  combining  of  two  calls  for 
several  adjustments.  The  Secretary  for  Financial  Interpretation 
has  been  deleted,  and  those  job  assignments  could  go  in  several 
directions.  Those  related  directly  to  finance  could  go  the 
treasurer,  and  the  ones  that  state  "Interpret,  and  Christian  Global 
Concerns  could  go  to  the  Education  and  Interpretation  Coordinator. 

The  new  Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  can  assume  some  of  the 
work  of  the  former  Membership  Coordinator:  membership  enlistment 
and  cultivation  and  organization  of  new  units;  and  some  of  the 
duties  of  Supportive  Community.  Several  coordinators  should 
promote  the  Reading  Program,  even  though  the  Coordinator  for 
Spiritual  Growth  handles  the  Reading  reports. 

It  was  brought  out  that  the  Program  Resources  Secretary 
handles  the  Reading  Program  with  the  new  structure. 

When  Jean's  committee  meets  in  the  Spring,  they  will  make  a 
careful  study  of  the  functions  of  the  deleted  and/combined  offices 
to  determine  which  office  should  handle  each  phase  of  work. 

Jean  taught  the  study  on  China  and  Hong  King;  was  a speaker 
for  UMW  Sunday  at  Bernice  UMC  and  participated  on  the  UMW  program 
at  her  church. 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT- -Kathleen  Phillips  reported  that  all  of  her 
district  events  will  be  held  at  Sager-Brown  Center  in  Baldwin,  LA. 
She  said  a revision  of  their  1997  pledge  to  the  Conference  was 
revised  downward  from  $19,000  to  $14,000  to  more  accurately  reflect 
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the  actual  amount  received  from  local  units  in  1996.  Several  of 
her  units  in  the  district  have  decreased  their  pledge  for  1997. 
They  are  looking  forward  to  1997  with  enthusiasm  and  a renewed 
spirit  to  serve  the  cause  of  Mission. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT- -Betty  Pope  reported  that  1996  was  a good 
year  for  her  district.  Their  Annual  Meeting  was  well  attended  with 
23  units  represented,  ten  of  their  district  officers  attended  BELT 
and  approximately  100  ladies  participated  in  BELT.  The  major 
emphasis  at  the  leadership  training  events  was  the  implementation 
of  the  new  structure.  She  said  that  ladies  from  three  churches  in 
her  districts  participated  in  the  Mission  For  Education  Event  at 
Dulac  in  October  and  returned  with  great  enthusiasm  for  mission 
work . 


Their  calendar  has  been  planned  with  special  emphasis  on 
contacting  churches  without  units  and  also  helping  the  struggling 
units.  Their  spiritual  day  is  planned  for  April  5,  which  should 
encourage  more  participation  in  the  Reading  Program.  Betty  is 
planning  to  attend  the  Bishop's  Hands  on  Mission  Event  at  Sager 
Brown  and  the  Conference  Retreat . 

MONROE  DISTRICT--  Jo  Traweek,  Vice  President  attended  the 
meeting  in  the  absence  of  Christine  Coleman,  who  is  recuperating 
from  a fall. 

Jo  reported  that  the  Monroe  District  had  a good  attendance  at  BELT, 
BELT,  Conference  Annual  Meeting  and  their  district  Annual  Meeting. 
They  have  planned  their  calendar  for  the  year,  and  everything  seems 
to  be  running  smoothly. 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT--  Jane  Eubanks,  President  said  that  she 
feels  like  she  has  stepped  out  in  faith  to  a job  that  requires  time 
and  responsibility  to  fulfill  an  already  full  schedule.  Their 
Mission  Team  is  committed  and  are  working  hard  to  iron  out  some 
problems  from  the  past.  They  had  a wonderful  Retreat,  with  Rev. 
Carl  Rhodes  and  his  wife  Ann;  a spiritual  Day  Apart  at  Fitzgerald 
United  Methodist  Church. 

They  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  107  women  were  involved  in  the 
reading  program,  which  was  an  increase  over  last  year.  They  sent 
10  boxes  to  Sager  Brown  for  Biberia.  Their  new  goals  for  the  year 
are  to  improve  communication  skills,  and  to  work  together  to  meet 
obligations  and  reports  on  time. 

She  also  included  District  1997  events:  Retreat-  March  8; 
Mini-School  - August  23;  Annual  District  Meeting  - October  4 and 
BEBT  - November  8,  1997. 

Pat  asked  if  Jane  had  the  president's  report,  which  she  did 
not.  Pat  will  contact  Gail  at  a later  date,  about  the  report. 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  --  Margie  Morrish  had  to  leave,  and  Evelyn 
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Evans  read  her  report.  The  Alexandria  District  had  a good 
attendance  at  the  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission.  Their 
display  for  the  Learning  Center  was  on  "Living  In  A Mult i -Culture 
Society."  They  also  furnished  cookies,  punch  and  games  for  the  fun 
night;  and  gave  the  Friday  morning  praise  on  "John  Wesley." 

The  District  Mini-School  was  held  at  Horseshoe  UMC  with  Rev. 
Steve  Caraway  leading  the  study  on  China,  and  Jude  Geiger  leading 
the  studies:  "John  Wesley"  and  "Living  in  a Multi-Culture  Society." 
Thirty-four  ladies  from  the  district  attended  Conference  Annual 
Meeting  in  Monroe.  Their  District  Annual  Meeting  was  well 
attended,  with  Muriel  Miller  installing  the  officers. 

Three  of  the  ladies  attended  the  Mission  Education  Event  at 
Dulac  in  October.  The  executive  team  planning  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  February  22,  1997.  Margie  spoke  at  two  churches  on  UMW  Sunday 
and  was  a guest  at  another  one.  She  also  had  a wonderful  DELT . 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT--  Jeri  Dommert,  President  reported  that 
Lake  Charles  District  finished  a good  year  in  the  last  quarter 
under  the  leadership  of  the  outgoing  president,  Nell  Hayes.  The 
Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  with  Joyce  Hazel 
as  the  speaker,  Seola  Callahan  recognizing  the  retiring  officers 
and  Betty  Carlin  installing  the  new  officers.  More  than  ninety 
members  attended  annual  meeting. 

The  new  feature  of  combining  annual  meeting  and  LELT  on  the 
same  day  worked  very  well.  Almost  everyone  stayed  for  the  entire 
program.  The  executive  committee  voted  to  increase  the  district 
pledge  for  1998  and  to  work  very  hard  to  meet  the  1997  pledge. 

Two  units  who  previously  had  not  pledged  have  started  pledging. 
Membership  is  being  promoted  under  the  leadership  of  Ruth  Johnson, 
and  they  are  looking  forward  to  a promising  year.  Guidelines  were 
drawn  up  for  each  sub-district  leader  with  suggestions  for 
encouraging  participation. 

The  number  of  Certificates  of  Excellence  exceeded  the  previous 
records  set,  and  also  Five  Star  Giving.  Twenty-three  of  thirty-six 
units  met  requirements  for  Five  Star  Giving  honors,  and  more  member 
received  certificates  for  the  Reading  Program.  Two  churches 
qualified  for  the  Supportive  Community  Recognition,  one  of  them  was 
the  conference  honoree . They  are  very  proud  of  the  work  done  at 
St.  Luke's  in  Lake  Charles. 

Jeri  said  that  under  the  old  accountability  program  in 
Louisiana's  schools,  teachers  were  asked  to  list  the  things  for 
which  they  were  willing  to  be  held  accountable.  Her  number  #1  was 
to  "see"  every  student  as  a person  every  day.  As  the  new  president 
of  this  district,  she  reaffirms  the  goal  of  striving  to  "see" 
people  and  units  individually  and  to  serve  as  needs  arise. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  - June  Sanchez  reported  that  the  New 


Orleans  District  completed  the  program  year  with  a reported 
district  membership  of  1,470,  even  though  some  of  the  members 
relocated  to  other  districts.  Marilyn  Ray  went  to  the  Baton  Rouge 
District.  The  District  Annual  Meeting  was  highlighted  with  a 
message  on  "Come  To  The  Fountain"  by  Rev.  Randall  Campbell,  Pastor 
of  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  the  meeting  site.  Mrs. 
Irene  Reed,  a devout  United  Methodist  Woman,  was  honored  for  her 
years  of  leadership  and  dedicated  service. 

Margery  Freeman  and  Rev.  Gregor  Dike  hosted  the  informative 
Local  Elected  Leaders  Training  (LELT) , which  was  held  at  St.  Mark's 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Lottie  Polazzo,  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr.,  and  the  men  of  St. 
Matthew  United  Methodist  Church  sponsored  a festive  District 
Christmas  Luncheon. 

The  year  ended  with  sadness  in  the  loss  of  Lottie  Polazzo' s 
husband,  Pete  Polazzo,  and  Marilyn  Ray's  mother,  Erlene  Bradford, 
a dedicated  United  Methodist  Woman  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Many  of  the  local  units  observed  UMW  Sunday,  and  some  served 
as  the  main  speakers.  The  district  looks  forward  to  a fruitful 
year  in  1997. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  - Maxie  Garrett  shared  that  one  of  her 
officers,  Kitty  Defreese,  submitted  two  book  reviews  that  were 
published  in  the  Response  Magazine.  Kitty  also  had  an  article  in 
the  Bright  Lights'  section  of  the  Response  Magazine.  Maxie  said 
that  this  has  been  an  enlightening,  rewarding  and  sometimes 
frustrating  experience.  Many  commendable  things  were  accomplished 
during  the  year,  but  there  are  areas  of  improvement  which  the 
Mission  Team  will  address. 

She  represented  UMW  at  a board  meeting  of  Ruston  Children's 
Home  in  October.  The  district  Fall  Meeting  was  held  at  Haynesville 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  new  officers  were  installed,  retiring 
officers  were  honored  and  the  deceased  members  were  remembered. 
The  guest  speaker  was  Rev.  Terilynn  Russ,  Minister  at  Mt . Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Calhoun. 

Eight  of  her  district  officers  attended  DELT;  LELT  was 
conducted  at  Springhill  UMC  and  three  district  members  attended  and 
participated  in  the  Mission  Education  Event  at  Dulac. 

The  Mission  Team  met  in  November  where  goals  were  set,  the 
budget  was  adopted,  and  activities  for  the  year  were  planned.  The 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  Handbooks  were  ordered  for  the 
district  officers. 

Maxie  has  received  the  Annual  Evaluation  Report  from  all  of 
her  units.  She  attended  the  Ruston  Council  on  Ministries,  and  also 
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serves  on  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  Board.  She  will 
teach  the  study  on  John  Wesley,  several  times  in  the  next  few 
months . 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  - Carolyn  Colvin,  President,  reported  that 
since  the  Executive  Meeting  in  September,  she  has  attended  and 
participated  in  the  following:  Shreveport  District  Annual  Meeting, 
where  Kathleen  Conrad  was  the  speaker;  BELT,  BELT,  District 
Executive  Committee  Meetings;  Church  District  Nominating  Committee; 
Church  Women  United;  Church  District  Council  on  Ministries;  Spoke 
at  Homer  UMC,  and  Bayou  Scie  and  Many  on  UMW  Sunday  Celebrations; 
District  Mission  Banquet  and  Annual  Meeting. 

Three  of  the  ladies  from  the  district  attended  and 
participated  in  the  Mission  Education  Event  at  Dulac. 

An  exciting  event  has  been  put  together  by  Norma  Winegeart , 
"A  Mission  Trip"  to  UMW  missions  in  Louisiana.  They  will  go  to 
Sager-Brown  on  Thursday,  having  a tour  and  lunch  at  the  Conference 
Center  on  the  way  to  Sager-Brown;  spend  a night  there,  and  then 
travel  to  MacDonell's  and  Dulac  on  Friday,  and  return  to  Sager- 
Brown  for  the  night.  On  the  return  trip  to  Shreveport,  they  will 
tour  either  Avery  or  Jefferson  Island.  There  will  be  some  hands-on 
helping  and  plans  have  been  made  to  collect  greeting  cards  to  take 
to  MacDonell's. 

The  district  prepared  a UMW  calendar  of  events,  due  dates, 
etc.,  and  shared  those  with  the  executive  committee. 

St.  Mark's  Community  Center;  June  Sanchez  reported  that  at 
the  January  16,  1997  Board  of  Directors'  Meeting,  they  were 
introduced  to  the  staff.  NOMADS  who  were  working  at  St.  Mark's  and 
a neighborhood  center  were  guests  at  the  meeting. 

The  Family  Day  Care  staff  is  recruiting  new  providers  for  the 
program,  and  the  staff  is  trying  to  increase  the  number  of 
providers  from  142  to  172  . Carver  Day  Care  has  received  a 
Community  Block  Grant  of  $40,000  to  help  support  the  1997-1998 
academic  year. 

Street  Academy  will  be  receiving  $68,000  from  Baptist 
Community  Ministries  starting  in  July  1997,  to  hire  a social 
worker.  A $2,900  grant  will  provide  a drama/ theater  program  for 
the  students.  Summer  States  will  work  with  the  students.  The 
Youth  Development  program  has  a computer  lab  with  13  computers . 

A $15,000  Community  Block  Grant  has  been  received  to  help  develop 
"Jobs  - Jazz  - and  Technology"  with  the  teenagers.  The  Jazz  Band 
marched  in  the  Thoth  Mardi-Gras  parade. 

The  NOMADS  work  team  is  building  a learning/sewing  center  at 
the  People's  Community  Organization  at  St.  Ann  and  North  Claiborne 
Avenue  for  the  Sewing/Women's  Multi-Generational  Project. 
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$65,860  has  been  received  to  do  home  repairs  through  the 
Ameri-Corps  Program.  The  commitment  is  to  repair  a minimum  of  23 
homes  which  qualify  under  the  Minor  Home  Repair  for  elderly  or 
disabled  homeowners. 

Gregor  Dike  and  the  board  of  directors  need  continuous 
prayers,  moral  support,  and  financial  assistance  to  provide  quality 
service  to  women,  youth  and  children. 

Charter  for  Racial  Justice:  Pat  Cobb  reported  that  on  last 
year  we  gave  a Promise  Av;ard  and  two  honorable  mentions.  She  is 
asking  that  each  district  inform  their  local  units  to  submit  their 
nominees  by  June  30  to  her.  She  asked  that  they  should  consult  the 
past  publications  about  the  requirements,  application  form,  and 
reporting  forms.  Each  district  president  is  asked  to  promote  the 
"Promise  Award"  in  their  publications,  meetings,  etc.  The 
applications  will  be  reviewed  at  the  Charter  For  Racial  Justice 
Meeting  prior  to  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  to 
determine  the  awardees.  The  form  will  have  a rating  scale  which 
explains  how  the  total  points  are  derived. 

Special  Presentation  on  Mission  Education  Event;  Muriel 
Miller  gave  a slide  presentation  of  the  Mission  In  Education  Event 
Hands-On-Missions  activities.  She  explained  each  slide.  This 
presentation  can  be  used  by  any  unit;  simply  contact  Muriel  Miller. 

The  Global  Ministries  Calendar  for  March,  has  pictures  of 
ZoAnna  Verrett,  wife  of  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  Pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel 
in  Dulac . She  teaches  a Christian  Pre-School  as  well  as  being 
native  of  the  area. 

Marie  Young  asked  for  our  prayers,  because  she  will  be 
undergoing  surgery  and  treatment  for  her  illness,  very  soon. 

Pat  attended  a meeting  at  MacDonell,  and  indicated  that 
everything  seems  to  be  going  smoothly. 

Pat  said  that  donating  books  to  any  of  the  institutions  we 
have  mentioned  this  week  end,  would  certainly  be  in  order. 

The  brainstorming  board  - No  one  had  any  special  concerns 
that  were  not  covered  in  the  regular  meeting,  however,  Jane  Eubanks 
asked  that  when  meetings  are  scheduled,  that  a beginning  and  ending 
time  always  be  included. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  11:30  a.m. 

Examiners:  Marie  Young  Fannie  P.  Reddix 
June  Sanchez  Secretary 
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Minutes 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 
JULY  16,  1997 

The  Executive  Committee,  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  meeting  was  held  in  a small  room  of  the  cafeteria  at 
Centenary  College.  The  Executive  Meeting  was  called  to  order 
immediately  after  the  Pre-School  Committee  Meeting  ended  at  6:30 
p.m.  At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  Pat  lit  a candle  to 
illuminate  the  presence  of  God. 

Members  present:  Evelyn  Evans;  Harriet te  Elrod;  Annette 

Fortuna;  Betty  Pope;  Gwen  Streams;  Jane  Eubanks;  Kathleen  Phillips; 
Muriel  Miller;  Kathleen  Conrad;  Rita  M.  Parham;  June  F.  Sanchez; 
Jeri  Dommert;  Norma  Winegeart;  Carolyn  Colvin;  Jean  Rockhold;  Nancy 
M.  Carruth;  Hilda  D.  Sills;  Pat  Cobb  and  Fannie  P.  Reddix . Members 
absent:  Margie  Morrish;  Christine  Coleman  and  Maxie  Garrett. 

The  opening  Devotion  was  led  by  June  Sanchez.  It  highlighted 
the  fact  that  women  have  always  followed  Jesus  and  worked  toward 
the  kingdom  of  God.  All  participated  in  the  songs:  "Alleluia," 
"Where  He  Leads  Me,"  and  "He  Has  the  Whole  World  In  His  Hands." 

Appointment : Hilda  Sills  and  Jane  Eubanks  were  appointed  to 

examine  the  minutes . 

The  minutes  from  the  previous  meeting  was  accepted  as  printed. 

There  was  no  correspondence,  however,  Pat  sent  an  In  Memory 
Gift  to  the  widow  of  Dick  Anders,  who  passed  in  May.  Mr.  Anders 
was  very  helpful  in  assisting  the  School  Staffs  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  at  Centenary  College.  Pat 
said  she  noticed  that  a tree  has  been  planted  outside  the  Smith 
Building  on  the  campus,  in  memory  of  Mr.  Anders.  Also  a 
scholarship  fund  has  been  started  in  memory  of  Dick  Anders . 

Cards  were  circulated  for  Margie  Morrish,  who  has  recurring 
heart  problems  and  Marie  Young  who  continues  to  have  cancer 
treatments . 

President:  Pat  Cobb  reported  that  she  received  a 

communication  from  Sue  Johnson,  who  has  a new  title,  position  and 
new  telephone  number;  however  she  is  still  located  at  Scarritt 
Bennett.  Sue  is  now  the  Executive  Secretary  for  Leadership 
Education  in  the  Women's  Division.  Sue's  business  cards  were 
distributed  to  the  committee.  (Pat  circulated  a bag  of  sweet 
treats  to  assist  in  having  a sweet  meeting.) 

Pat  gave  out  the  Assembly  packets  for  the  District  Presidents, 
with  a note  attached.  Our  Conference  has  reserved  a block  of  45 
rooms  at  the  Best  Western  Plaza  International  Hotel  for  the  Women's 
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Assembly,  May  14-17,  1998  in  Orlando,  Florida.  The  rooms  will  be 
held  until  January  20,  1998.  Assembly  promotion  will  be  done  at 

Annual  Meeting  and  anyone  who  needs  one  can  get  them  there. 

Pat  distributed  to  the  officers  a copy  of  Joyce  V.  Hamlin's 
Evaluation  Report  of  United  Methodist  Women,  The  Conference  in 
Mission,  January  1995  - December  1995.  She  asked  that  each  officer 
to  peruse  the  report  and  highlight  pertinent  information  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Vice  President:  Hilda  Sills  reported  the  following  on  the 

Annual  Meeting:  The  Task  Force  for  the  1997  Annual  Meeting  has  had 
the  following  meetings:  January  11,  March  11,  May  7 and  June  28, 
1997.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  September  4,  1997.  The 

time  and  place  will  be  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans.  The 
Agenda  of  the  Meeting  was  approved  by  the  former  president  of 
Dillard,  Dr.  Samuel  Dubois  Cook.  The  new  president.  Dr.  Michael 
Lomax  has  been  informed  of  the  Annual  Meeting  activities.  The 
banquet  will  be  held  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Kenner  on  Friday 
evening  at  6:30  p.m.  Lunches  and  Continental  Breakfast  will  be  at 
Dillard  University.  The  Mission  Ribbon  is  teal  green  with  silver 
print  and  design. 

The  Theme  is  "THY  WORD  IS  A LAMP";  the  scriptures:  John  1:1-5 
and  Psalms  119:105.  The  theme  hymn  is  ""THY  WORD  IS  A LAMP"  #601. 

The  logos  for  the  Annual  Meeting  program  book  and  Mission 
Ribbons  were  designed  by  Sybil  Boseman.  The  ribbons  are  being 
printed  by  Minnie  Williams,  owner  of  Crown  Promotions  of  New 
Orleans.  The  greeters  will  wear  gold  stoles  with  a green  badge. 

All  participants  have  been  notified,  and  many  committees  are 
working  and  the  others  are  waiting  patiently  for  the  appropriate 
time.  A tentative  program  is  attached  to  this  report  and  will  be 
filed.  The  program  agenda  will  be  published  in  the  August 
Newsletter . 

Goals:  The  1998  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  Goals  are  as 
follows : 

1.  In  1998  we  will  strengthen  our  Louisiana  Conference  School 

of  Christian  Mission  by: 

a.  urging  at  least  two  children  of  each  district  to 

attend . 

b.  by  providing  financial  assistance  for  teenage  girls 

to  attend. 

2.  We  will  continue  to  work  toward  the  year  2000  to 

increase  certification  in  the  areas  of : 

a . Reading  Program 

b.  Excellence  of  Studies 

c.  Charter  For  Racial  Justice  Policy  (Promise  Award)  and 

d.  Membership  (Women  in  Mission  Award) 

3.  We  will  strive  by  the  year  2000  to  meet  our  Conference 


Pledge  to  Mission  by  restoring  our  pledge  to  the  level  of 

$300,000  as  it  was  in  the  year  of  1995. 

Hilda  said  that  she  received  a communication  from  Gloria 
Blacklock,  newly  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Women's  Division  of 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  about  the  World  Federation  Area 
Seminar.  She  also  received  a communication  about  this  seminar  from 
Joyce  Sohl , Deputy  General  Secretary  of  the  Women's  Division. 
Gloria  in  her  communications  urged  the  vice  presidents  to  attend 
and  contact  the  district  vice  presidents  so  that  they  can  urge 
local  vice  presidents  to  also  attend.  The  World  Federation 
Methodist  and  Uniting  Church  Women  North  American  Area  Seminar  will 
be  held  in  Blackstone,  Virginia,  November  20-23,  1997.  The 
registration  deadline  is  September  15,  1997;  cancellations  will  not 
be  honored  after  October  1.  Registrations  should  be  sent  to:  Mrs. 
Gloria  Blacklock,  Registrar;  41  Rodan  Drive;  Vergennes,  IL  62994. 
Her  phone  and  fax  number  is  618-568-1816. 

In  her  last  year  as  a member  of  the  West  Gulf  Regional  School 
Nominating  Committee,  Hilda  reports  that  Gwen  Streams  was  elected 
to  serve  as  Secretary  of  Program  Resources  for  1998. 

Hilda  has  been  very  active  since  the  last  executive  meeting, 
attending  meetings,  conferences,  and  the  retreat. 

She  said  the  chairperson  for  the  1998  Delt  is  Muriel  Miller. 
An  assistant  will  be  named  at  a later  date;  the  two  possible  dates 
for  DELT  are  October  23-24  or  October  16  -17,  1998.  She  also  asked 
that  the  district  presidents  would  consider  changing  their  District 
Annual  Meetings  to  be  held  before  the  Conference  Annual  Meeting. 
The  1999  Retreat  --Annette  Fortune,  Chairperson  with  Fannie  P. 
Reddix,  as  Assistant;  the  dates  are  February  26-28,  1999. 

Pat  shared  a few  comments  about  having  District  Annual 

Meetings  before  the  Conference  Annual  Meeting.  At  the  Regional 
School,  she  learned  that  several  conferences  had  their  district 
meetings  before  the  conference  annual  meeting.  Some  of  the 
advantages  are:  the  district  budgets  are  adopted  and  the  new 
officers  are  elected. 

The  new  officers'  list  can  be  given  to  the  Conference  Officers  so 
that  they  can  communicate  with  them  before  DELT. 

However,  this  may  pose  a problem  for  the  districts  that  have 
combined  their  efforts  by  having  the  Annual  Meeting  and  LELT  on  the 
same  day;  Those  districts  will  not  have  had  the  training  at  DELT. 
This  is  not  something  that  can  be  done  over  night,  therefore  the 
target  date  of  implementation  is  the  year  2000. 

Gwen  Streams  asked  that  persons  from  New  Orleans  assist  her  in 
transporting  the  left  over  books  from  the  School  of  Mission  to  New 
Orleans  for  the  Annual  Meeting. 
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After  a brief  discussion  about  bus  transportation  during  the 
Annual  Meeting,  the  following  was  announced:  The  bus  will  leave 
the  hotel  on  Friday  morning  for  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  return 
after  the  meeting  is  over  at  Dillard.  The  bus  will  also  leave  the 
hotel  on  Saturday  morning  to  go  to  Dillard  University  and  return  to 
the  hotel  at  the  end  of  the  meeting.  On  Saturday,  those  persons 
who  ride  the  bus  will  not  have  to  go  to  lunch  on  the  campus,  a bag 
lunch  and  drink  will  be  provided  on  the  bus. 

Treasurer:  Evelyn  Evans  reported  that  the  budget  will  be 
presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  Finance  Committee  met  this 
afternoon  and  recommended  that  a $300  scholarship  be  given  to 
someone  to  attend  the  Women's  Assembly  in  1998.  This  money  will 
come  from  the  surplus,  since  the  offices  have  decreased  from  13  to 
11.  For  each  Assembly  the  Jurisdictional  gives  the  conference  a 
$300  scholarship  for  someone  to  attend  the  Women's  Assembly.  This 
means  that  we  will  have  two  $300  scholarships  to  be  offered  for  the 
1998  Women's  Assembly.  Pat  said  that  she  will  write  the  criteria 
for  the  scholarships.  The  scholarships  are  open  to  anyone  in  the 
conference.  She  will  send  the  district  presidents  a copy  of  the 
criteria  to  be  used  in  selecting  the  recipients.  Candidates  must 
submit  a written  essay  telling  why  they  would  like  to  attend,  and 
be  willing  to  share  some  of  the  information  they  will  glean  from 
the  Assembly  at  the  following  Annual  Meeting. 

The  registration  is  $100  for  the  Women's  Assembly. 

Assembly  1998.  It  was  suggested  that  all  of  the  district 
presidents  would  promote  the  Assembly  at  their  mini-schools  and 
other  gatherings . 

Conference  Logo.  Muriel  Miller,  and  Gail  Epperson  prepared 
sample  collars  and  vests  which  would  range  in  price  from  $10.00  to 
$40.00.  The  vote  was  as  follows:  Collars:  round  - 7;  V-collar  - 
8;  and  square  - 1.  It  was  the  consensus  of  the  committee,  that 
Muriel  Miller,  Gail  Epperson  and  Jane  Eubanks  should  select  the 
color,  etc.,  and  present  it  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  Rita  Parham 
distributed  a price  list  of  Tee  Shirt  transfers,  novelties,  etc., 
from  Georgia  Honore,  Honore's  Engraving;  295-007  or  295-0030  Fax. 

Dean/Membership : Harriette  Elrod  reported  that  eleven  Estelle 
Dameron  Scholarships  were  awarded.  She  said  that  this  is  the  first 
time  that  we  have  a husband  and  wife  who  are  also  ministers  and  a 
mother  and  daughter  as  recipients.  The  recipients  are:  Robin 
Clark;  Tanza  Clark;  Toni  Gilboy;  Brenda  Kirste;  Susanne  Landry; 
Rev.  R.  Bradley  Laycock,  Jr.;  Lucendia  Mulberry;  Debra  Peplow;  Rev. 
Letitia  Smith;  Delores  Streams;  and  Joyce  Thompson. 

The  school  committee  met  at  the  Conference  Center  at  10:00 
a.m.  on  November  16,  1996.  Those  in  attendance  were:  Harriette 
Elrod,  Dean;  Joyce  Hazel,  Assistant  Dean;  Dawn  Norris  (Centenary 
College  Representative) ; Vera  Bulloch;  Pat  Cobb;  Carolyn  Colvin; 
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Evelyn  Evans;  Annette  Fortune ; Patty  Lindsey;  Mary  Quinones;  Hilda 
Sills;  Gwen  Streams  and  Marie  Young. 

The  1997  theme  is  "Visioning  Justice  and  Hope."  The  study 
leaders  are:  JOSHUA  - Mary  Lou  Blakeman  of  Monroe;  BRAZIL  - Emily 
McCoy  of  St.  Martinville;  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  Sr.  of  Lafayette; 
Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell  of  Baton  Rouge;  and  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  of 
Blanchard;  CHRISTIANS  LIVING  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  A VIOLENT  SOCIETY  - 
Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland  of  Baton  Rouge;  Lois  Heath  of  Baton  Rouge; 
Dr.  Joe  Elmore  and  Billye  Elmore  of  LaMesa,  CA.  These  devoted  and 
capable  leaders  are  tremendously  appreciated  by  our  committee. 

Jacqueline  S.  Campbell  trained  at  Scarritt -Bennett  to  lead  our 
children's  school.  They  will  study  "A  CALL  TO  HOPE."  We  are 
fortunate  to  have  such  a professional  educator  to  guide  our 
children . 

Schools  of  Christian  Mission  continues  to  be  the  place  where 
United  Methodist  Women  and  others  can  reflect  on  their  faith 
journeys,  grow  in  Christian  discipleship , and  engage  in  personal 
and  collective  action  as  a result  of  study. 

Woman  in  Mission.  Harrietts  presented  the  ballot  with  the 
names  of  the  finalists  for  the  Women  In  Mission  Award.  After 
listening  to  them,  a vote  was  taken.  The  winner  of  the  award  is 
Linda  Knight  Theriot . 

District  Annual  Meetings.  Because  of  the  Bishop's  Initiative, 
most  of  the  districts  changed  the  dates  of  their  Annual  Meeting. 
The  corrected  dates  will  be  published  in  the  August  Newsletter. 

DELT  - Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson  made  the  following  report: 
At  Mid-Year  the  Executive  Committee  voted  to  have  a one  day 
meeting.  But,  those  from  the  North  Shore  and  New  Orleans  areas 
wanted  to  be  able  to  come  early.  There  will  need  to  be  a 
"criteria"  for  those  coming  early.  Six  rooms  have  been  reserved 
with  four  to  a room.  Those  who  come  early  will  be  expected  to 
assist  with  the  registration  and  "greeting." 

There  is  a large  "federal"  meeting  on  the  calendar  for  the 
Conference  Center  that  same  day.  The  training  sessions  may  be  held 
in  "rooms"  that  are  simply  "dividers"  in  a larger  room- -where  you 
can  hear  other  people  talking.  A request  was  made  for  11  "break 
out"  rooms  with  one  table  & chairs  for  10  in  each.  A large  room 
was  not  reserved  for  the  entire  group- -perhaps  we  could  meet  at 
noon  and  save  a little  money,  and  moving  time. 

Norma  spoke  with  Debbie  Taylor  at  1-888-633-8469  on  March 
25th.  She  also  contacted  the  Conference  Center  on  Thursday,  June 
10th.  Six  rooms  for  24  people  will  cost  $31  each  person  (includes 
3 meals)  . For  the  other  76  it  will  cost  $9  each  for  lunch.  A 
contract  will  be  sent  45  days  in  advance- -September  10,  1997.  She 
said  we  will  need  to  be  definite  about  the  rooms  by  then.  We  can 
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give  a more  exact  number  of  attendance  by  October  15  (needed  by 
committee  by  October  11)  . Eleven  groups  (offices)  should  have 
about  10  in  each  group.  A poll  was  taken  at  this  executive  meeting 
of  the  time  needed  for  each  office,  and  the  results  were:  Full 

time  period  - Pres.  Vice-P.  Treas . SG.  SA.  CC . and  Mem.  Part  of 
time  period  - Sec.  EDI.  PR.  and  CoN. 

Norman  and  Fannie  will  work  on  the  Interest  Groups  for  the 
officers  who  only  need  part  of  the  time  period. 

A letter  and  flyer  were  given  to  the  District  Presidents  with 
more  details  about  their  responsibilities  concerning  DELT . DELT  is 
scheduled  for  October  25,  1997-  Conference  Center  9:30  - 2:00. 

Committee  on  Nominations:  Norma  Winegeart  submitted  a copy  of 
the  Committee  on  Nominations  Report  at  the  Regional  School 
Executive  Meeting.  The  nominees  are  as  follows: 

Re-election  for  two  years: 

Program  Resources  - Gwen  Streams 
Communications  -Rita  Parham 
Election  for  two  year  term: 

President  - Elouise  Sanders 
Secretary  - Carolyn  Colvin 

Education  and  Interpretation  - Frances  Patton 
Membership  Nurture  & Outreach  - Brenda  J.  Canty 
Committee  on  Nominations  - Class  of  2001: 

Fannie  P.  Reddix 
Alice  Irving 

Remaining  in  office  for  one  more  year: 

Vice-President  - Hilda  D.  Sills 
Treasurer  - Evelyn  Evans 
Spiritual  Growth  - Annette  Fortune 
Social  Action  - Muriel  Miller 

Chair  of  Com  on  Nominations  - Norma  Winegeart  - Class  of  1998 

Members  of  Committee  on  Nominations : 

Ethel  Lilly  - Class  of  1998 
Joyce  Hazel  - Class  of  1998 
Eloise  Cox  - Class  of  1999 
Rosalie  Pryor  - Class  of  1999 
Betty  Tripp  - Class  of  2000 
Gail  Epperson  - Class  of  2000 

THE  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  EVENT  will  be  held  November  21-23,  1997  at 
the  Ramada  Plaza  Hotel  O' Hare  in  Chicago.  The  meeting  will  begin 
on  Friday  and  end  at  noon  on  Sunday.  Elouise,  Carolyn,  Frances, 
Brenda,  Fannie  and  Alice  will  be  eligible  to  attend- -at  Women's 
Division  expense. 

Standing  Rules:  Jean  Rockhold  reported  that  the  committee  met 
at  Jonesboro  UMC,  May  8,  1997.  Members  present  were:  Billie  Adams; 
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Hessie  Watson;  Norma  Winegeart;  and  Jean  Rockhold,  Chairman. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  make  the  necessary 
adjustments  in  the.  Guidelines  deemed  necessary  because  of  the  new 
structure.  Changes  and  or  additions  were  mostly  name  and  title 
changes.  The  complete  report  will  be  filed,  and  will  be  included 
in  the  Standing  Rules  and  Guidelines  Booklets.  (Last  Year  each 
officer  was  given  a Standing  Rules  and  Guidelines  booklet  to  remain 
with  the  office  holder.) 

Hilda  recommended  that  the  committee  would  insert  a statement 
"to  include  the  previous  Annual  Meeting  Chairperson  to  the  current 
Task  Force  of  the  Annual  Meeting  Planning  Committee." 

It  was  moved  by  Hilda  D.  Sills  and  seconded  by  Fannie  P. 
Reddix  that  the  previous  Annual  Meeting  Chairperson  be  included  on 
the  Task  Force  of  the  current  Annual  Meeting  Planning  Committee. 

The  mission  Ribbons  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
treasurer,  however,  she  can  delegate  the  task. 

Newsletter:  Nancy  Carruth  reported  that  the  newsletter  is  at 
the  printer's  and  will  be  ready  for  the  first  week  of  August 
mailing . 

Conference  Retreat  Center.  Nancy  Carruth  reported  that  the 
Conference  Center  has  discovered  that  the  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  has  paid  sufficient  funds  to  have  the  name  placed 
on  one  room.  The  North  Shore  District  UMW  has  also  furnished  a 
room . 


Charter  For  Racial  Justice:  Pat  Cobb,  Chairperson  reported 

that  the  Committee  met  last  night . Three  of  the  committee  members 
were  absent.  Four  applications  were  submitted  for  the  Promise 
Award.  Of  the  four  applications,  the  three  highest  scored  almost 
the  same  number  of  points.  The  award  and  two  honorable  mentions 
will  be  given  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL:  Gwen  Streams  said  being  on  the  West  Gulf 

Regional  School  Planning  Team  has  been  an  exhilarating  experience 
for  her.  She  thanked  all  of  the  persons  who  helped  and 
specifically  Pat  for  the  Brazil  night  celebration;  Rita  sent  a 
picture  for  the  resource  room;  Annette  did  a beautiful  meditation 
and  Fannie  read  scripture.  It  has  been  a great  team  effort  and 
being  on  the  team,  you  just  have  to  get  involved.  The  West  Gulf 
Regional  School  will  be  held  at  Centenary  College  in  June,  1998. 
The  Regional  School  has  a team  that  will  give  us  the  details  of  who 
will  do  what  for  the  school.  Gwen  will  attend  a Regional  School 
Team  Planning  Workshop  in  November  at  Scarritt  Bennett . 

Hilda  Sills  reported  that  the  West  Gulf  Regional  Nominations 
Committee  did  not  elect  anyone  from  our  conference  to  replace  her 
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because  they  said  that  they  wanted  to  give  some  of  the  conferences 
a chance  who  haven't  had  anyone  on  the  team  in  three  or  four  years. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  United  Methodist  Women  to  present  a 
Special  Mission  Recognition  Pin  to  newly  ordained  clergy  women  and 
newly  consecrated  Diaconal  Ministers  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  This 
year  The  Annual  Conference  started  a new  category- -whereby  Diaconal 
Ministers  could  be  ordained  Deacons.  Pat  wanted  to  know  should  we 
give  them  a pin,  even  though  we  have  already  given  them  a pin?  It 
was  moved  by  Nancy  Carruth  and  seconded  by  Carolyn  Colvin  that  we 
give  the  five  dollar  Gift  To  Mission  in  honor  of  the  newly  ordained 
Deacons . 

Change  in  starting  day  of  the  week  for  School  of  Mission. 

This  year  Harriette  encountered  some  difficulty  in  securing  study 
leaders.  She  shared  some  information  about  the  School  of  Mission 
in  Mississippi  with  Pat.  Pat  prepared  a survey  form  to  be 
distributed  at  one  of  the  plenaries.  The  choices  will  be  to  start 
on  Wednesday  and  end  on  Saturday,  or  start  on  Friday  and  end  on  a 
Monday.  If  the  school  votes  to  make  a change,  will  the  School 
Committee  be  ready  to  implement  it?  The  Executive  Committee  felt 
that  if  Centenary  College  could  accommodate  us  with  the  change,  we 
could  implement  it . 

The  date  of  the  School  Committee  Meeting  will  be  in  November 
and  the  persons  involved  will  be  notified  of  the  date.  The  Annual 
Meeting  Task  Force  Meeting  will  be  January,  1998.  Maxie  Garrett, 
Chairperson,  Kitty  Defreese,  Assistant. 

The  Finance  Committee  meeting  will  be  March  21,  1998  at  the 

conference  center. 

Annette  Fortune  told  us  about  this  special  Membership  Retreat 
that  the  Women's  Division  is  working  on  now.  As  soon  as  it  is 
ready  she  will  send  a copy  to  each  District  Spiritual  Growth 
Coordinator.  She  said  it  can  be  done  for  a few  hours  or  a day,  on 
the  district  as  well  in  the  local  units. 

Carolyn  Colvin  told  us  the  following  persons  have  died  in  the 
last  couple  of  months:  Clarice  Tyson,  a former  district  officer  in 
April;  Patsy  Washington,  a former  district  officer  was  buried  last 
week;  and  Ann  Wilson,  Linda  Sheppard's  sister  was  buried  today. 

After  joining  hands  in  a circle,  Pat  dismissed  us  with  a 
prayer.  The  Meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:45  p.m. 

Examiners:  Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Secretary 

Hilda  D.  Sills 

Jane  Eubanks 
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Minutes  of  Call  Meeting 

Executive  Committee  Meeting 
July  18,  1997 

8:15  p . m . 

A call  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  Centenary' s Student  Union  Building  in  order  to  discuss 
the  logo  that  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  would  wear  at 
the  1998  Women's  Assembly  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Pat  Cobb,  President 
conducted  the  meeting. 

After  a brief  discussion,  the  idea  of  a yellow  cap  with  an 
applique  in  the  shape  of  Louisiana  and  a V-neck  collar  with  a 
pearlized  color  magnolia  is  what  we  should  secure. 

It  was  moved  by  Evelyn  Evans  and  seconded  by  Hilda  Sills  that 
we  would  have  the  collar  and  the  hat  for  $20.00.  Jane  Eubanks  said 
that  she  would  get  her  students  to  work  with  her  in  making  the 
collars . 

The  following  members  were  present:  Jean  Rockhold;  Betty  Pope ; 
Maxie  Garrett;  Muriel  Miller;  Evelyn  Evans;  Norma  Winegeart;  Nancy 
Carruth;  Annette  Fortune ; Hilda  Sills;  Pat  Cobb  and  Fannie  P. 
Reddix . 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  8:30  p.m. 


Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Secretary 
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Minutes 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 
SEPTEMBER  18,  1997 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  met  in  the  multi-purpose  room  at  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  LA.  The  Executive  Meeting  was 
called  to  order  immediately  after  dinner  was  served.  Special 
guests  at  the  dinner  were  the  following:  Earl  Cobb,  Pat's  husband; 
Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent;  Rev. 
Wes  Regan,  pastor  of  St.  Luke's;  and  Joyce  Elaine  Fish  from  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Special  appreciation  was  extended  to 
the  ladies  of  St.  Luke's  for  the  dinner.  Amy  Ward  was  one  of  the 
servers . 

Annual  Meeting,  1997.  Hilda  Sills  reported  that  everything 
was  on  schedule  for  the  meeting.  The  busses  will  pick  up  the 
ladies  from  the  Radisson  Hotel  on  Friday  at  10:30  a.m.  and  at  6:30 
a.m.  on  Saturday.  Those  persons  riding  the  bus  will  be  given  a bag 
lunch  on  Saturday.  Evelyn  Martin,  who  is  in  charge  of 
transportation,  is  being  assisted  by  Celina  Johnson.  Evelyn's 
husband  just  had  surgery  this  week  and  is  still  in  intensive  care. 


A program  book  and  courtesy  bag  were  given  to  the  committee 
members.  Babysitting  is  available  through  Considerate  Child  Care 
Service  on  Friday  from  12  noon  until  the  end  of  the  meeting,  and 
Saturday  morning  from  8:00  a.m.  until  the  end  of  the  meeting. 

Registration  will  be  in  Kearney  Hall . Food  will  be  served  in 
the  Auxiliary  Dining  Hall  on  the  second  floor.  There  is  an 
elevator  in  Kearney  Hall.  Balloons  will  be  placed  in  front  of  the 
restrooms.  Since  school  is  in  session  and  there  is  also  a special 
conference  going  on  this  week,  we  could  not  mark  the  men's 
restrooms;  however,  there  are  ample  restrooms  available. 

The  post-Executive  Meeting  will  be  held  in  the  President's 
Dining  Room  in  Kearney  Hall  on  the  second  floor  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  Lottie  Palazzo  encouraged  us  to  enjoy  the  program  book. 
Lottie  also  thanked  us  for  the  Special  Recognition  Pin  she  received 
at  Annual  Conference. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  Pat  lit  a special  candle 
which  was  shaped  like  a pineapple  to  signify  the  presence  of  God 
and  to  show  hospitality.  She  also  gave  the  meditation  which  was 
based  on  a verse  from  Hebrews.  "Let  mutual  love  continue,  do  not 
neglect  to  show  hospitality  to  strangers,  for  by  doing  that,  some 
have  entertained  angels  without  knowing  it."  As  a memento  she  gave 
each  of  us  an  angel  that  was  made  in  Bangladesh  to  help  provide 
funds  for  women  and  children. 
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Members  present:  Hilda  Sills,  Chairperson  of  Annual  Meeting; 
Rita  Parham;  Norma  Winegeart ; Pat  Cobb;  Evelyn  Evans;  Annette 
Fortune;  Melba  Jackson,  vice-president  of  Acadiana  District;  Gwen 
Streams;  Carolyn  Colvin;  Christine  Coleman;  Jane  Eubanks;  Jeroldean 
Dommert;  Muriel  Miller;  Marie  Young;  June  Sanchez;  Betty  Pope  ; 
Harriette  Elrod;  Maxie  Garrett;  Elouise  Sanders;  Kathleen  Conrad, 
Jurisdiction;  Doris  Brown,  Women's  Division;  Joyce  E.  Fish, 
Jurisdiction;  Lottie  Palazzo,  Co-Chair  of  Annual  Meeting;  and 
Fannie  P.  Reddix. 

Members  absent:  Margie  Morrish,  who  was  ill;  Nancy  Carruth, 
out-of-town;  and  Joyce  Hazel,  who  was  ill. 

Appointment:  Norma  Winegeart  and  Jeri  Dommert  were  appointed 
to  review  the  minutes . 

Correspondence.  There  was  no  correspondence.  Pat  announced 
that  Joyce  Hazel,  1997  Assistant  Dean,  had  triple  bypass  heart 
surgery  one  week  after  School  and  a few  days  before  her  daughter's 
wedding.  She  was  planning  to  attend  Annual  Meeting,  but  she 
developed  an  infection  because  of  her  medication  and  had  to  be 
hospitalized  again.  Pat  talked  with  her  this  morning  and  reported 
that  Joyce  said  she  was  feeling  better. 

President.  Pat  Cobb  reported  that  since  the  last  report  she 
has  represented  us  in  the  following:  February  21-22  -Sager-Brown 
Center,  work/worship  event  with  Conference  Laity,  led  by  Bishop 
Solomon;  February  28-March  1-  Conference  Retreat;  March  11-  Task 
Force  for  Annual  Meeting,  New  Orleans;  March  13-  Methodist  Home 
Style  Show;  March  15-  Board  of  Laity,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  Woodworth;  March  20-  St.  Mark's  Board  Meeting;  March 
22-  Conference  Finance  Committee,  Woodworth;  April  12-  N 0 District 
at  LaPlace;  April  14-  St.  Mark's  Property  Committee;  April  18-20- 
Consultation  of  Conference  Presidents  of  the  SCJurisdict ion, 
Dallas;  May  2-  Board  of  Laity,  Baton  Rouge;  May  3-  Conference 
Membership  Committee,  Woodworth;  May  8-  Task  Force  for  Annual 
Meeting,  New  Orleans;  May  13-  Met  at  Radisson  Hotel  with  Lottie 
Palazzo  to  discuss  banquet;  May  20-  Annual  Conference  Beginnings, 
Carrollton  UMC,  New  Orleans;  June  2-5-  Annual  Conference, 
Shreveport;  June  9-  Spoke  to  UMW  at  Houma;  June  20-24-  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  Abilene,  Texas;  June  28-  Task  Force 
for  Annual  Meeting,  New  Orleans;  June  30-  Met  with  Juanita  Ivie, 
Music  leader  for  SCM;  September  4-  Task  Force  for  Annual  Meeting, 
New  Orleans  and  September  5-7-  Training  for  Deans/Assistant  Deans, 
Nashville . 

She  and  her  husband  Earl,  attended  Cursillo  at  the  end  of 
July.  She  encourages  those  who  have  not  been  to  attend.  She 
expressed  her  thanks  and  extends  her  prayers  for  our  continued  work 
and  praise  of  the  Lord  through  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Vice-President.  Hilda  D.  Sills  reported  that  she  served  as 
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the  evaluator  of  the  Conference  Annual  Retreat,  February  28 -March 
2,  and  the  results  were  very  favorable.  She  also  attended  Bishop 
Solomon's  Hands-on  Mission  Event  at  Sager  Brown's  UMCOR  Depot,  the 
Annual  Conference,  and  she  presented  the  twenty- five  year  UMW 
Anniversary  Pin  to  Lottie  Palazzo.  At  the  School  of  Missions  she 
conducted  the  Program  Committee  meeting.  She  received  a letter 
from  Joyce  Sohl  encouraging  the  Vice-Presidents  to  attend  the 
United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Blackstone,  Virginia,  sponsored  by  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  on  November  20-23,  1997.  She 
shared  this  information  with  her  counterparts,  and  has  already  made 
her  reservations.  She  served  as  the  Chairperson  of  the  1997  Annual 
Meeting  at  Dillard.  It  was  a challenge  and  a blessing,  and  she 
thanks  God  for  giving  strength  and  perseverance  to  her  and  the  Task 
Force . 

Secretary.  Fannie  P.  Reddix  said  the  "Strokes"  "Splashes"  and 
"Spills"  What  a great  time!  This  is  what  she  experienced  at  the 
Conference  Retreat,  February  28-March  2,  1997.  After  the  retreat 
she  continued  to  grow  spiritually  in  attending  the  Bishop's  Hands- 
On  Mission  Event  at  Sager  Brown's  UMCOR  DEPOT,  the  West  Gulf 
Regional  School  in  Abilene,  Texas  and  LA  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission  in  Shreveport.  At  the  conference  school  she 
coordinated  the  Audio  Visuals  and  the  Red  Eye  Theater.  She  also 
served  as  the  secretary  for  the  Task  Force  for  the  1997  Annual 
Meeting  and  Conference  School.  She  also  coordinated  the  souvenir 
bags  for  the  1997  Annual  Meeting. 

Fannie  recently  retired  from  the  Louisiana  Public  School 
System  after  working  in  St.  Charles  Parish  for  1 year,  Caddo  Parish 
for  3 years  and  Orleans  Parish  for  29  years,  making  a total  of  33 
years  of  service.  She  was  recently  inducted  into  the  National 
Future  Business  Leaders-Phi  Beta  Lambda  Hall  of  Fame.  She  is  now 
working  part-time  at  Southern  University  at  New  Orleans. 

In  June  Fannie  and  her  husband  Roscoe,  along  with  an 
educational  group,  toured  Germany,  Switzerland  and  Austria. 

She  will  serve  as  Norma  Winegeart's  co-chair  of  the  1997  DELT 
and  Annette  Fortuna's  assistant  for  the  1999  Conference  Retreat. 

A list  of  the  prospective  nominees/new  officers  will  be  sent  to  the 
conference  officers  as  soon  as  possible. 

She  has  enjoyed  serving  eight  years  as  a conference  officer, 
three  years  on  the  West  Gulf  Regional  Team,  and  looks  forward  to 
continuing  the  work  of  God's  Mission!  She  is  delighted  to  have 
been  elected  as  a Women's  Division  alternate  at  the  last 
Quadrennial  Jurisdictional  Meeting  in  Omaha,  Nebraska.  At  her 
first  Annual  Meeting  which  was  held  at  Dillard  University,  she 
received  a small  cloth  souvenir  handbag  that  still  reminds  her  of 
how  she  became  an  active  United  Methodist  Woman. 

Treasurer.  Evelyn  Evans  reports  that  she  has  served  as 
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registrar  for  the  Conference  Retreat,  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
and  now  Annual  Meeting.  She  is  a little  excited  about  the 
financial  picture  so  far;  however, the  orders  for  Special  Mission 
Recognition  Pins  is  down  compared  to  last  year  at  this  time. 

The  Mission  Candle  money  collected  so  far  is  $10,234.51.  It  seems 
as  though  we  will  meet  our  pledge  this  year.  Evelyn  submitted  a 
copy  of  the  financial  statement  as  of  September  17,  1997. 

Spiritual  Growth.  Annette  Fortune  said  she  did  not  attend  the 
Conference  Retreat  because  of  a Mission  Trip  to  Juarez,  Mexico  with 
her  church.  She  led  the  Ruston  District  Spring  Retreat  at  Caney 
Lake  with  85  in  attendance.  She  attended  Regional  School  in 
Abilene,  Texas  and  led  the  "Rock  Retreat"  for  two  other 
conferences.  She  did  a meditation  and  prepared  a devotional 
booklet  for  LA  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission.  Annette 
also  helped  with  the  children  and  their  music.  In  September,  she 
did  a motivational  program  for  First  Church  in  Minden  with  65 
ladies  in  attendance.  She  is  looking  forward  to  BELT  and  intends 
to  do  a brief  part  of  the  "Rock  Retreat"  from  the  Women's  Division 
and  have  the  participants  bring  a small  worship  center  to  share 
with  others. 

During  the  summer  Annette  went  to  England,  and  while  visiting 
several  of  the  cathedrals  she  noticed  a tall  candle  wrapped  in 
barbed  wire . The  people  in  England  were  having  a prayer 
concentration  for  all  people  in  bondage,  whether  they  were 
incarcerated,  or  abused,  etc.  She  has  a picture  of  this  and  will 
share  it  later.  She  thought  that  perhaps  this  effort  could  be 
duplicated  in  some  of  our  districts,  etc. 

Social  Action.  Muriel  Miller  has  received  several  letters 
from  the  Women's  Division  urging  action  in  contacting  congressional 
representatives  regarding  various  issues.  She  said  the  current 
issue  is  urging  President  Clinton  to  help  ban  the  use  and 
distribution  of  landmines  in  the  world.  She  has  forwarded  some 
recommendations  to  her  counterparts  with  suggestions  for  related 
action.  She  gave  packages  to  the  district  presidents  to  give  to 
their  Social  Action  Coordinators,  including  a banner.  The 
Conference  will  be  held  in  December  in  Canada. 

Muriel  attended  the  Conference  Retreat  in  February,  the  LA 
Annual  Conference,  Regional  School,  and  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission.  She  prepared  the  Alexandria  District  display  on 
Joshua  and  the  Land.  Brazil  was  the  topic  of  the  mini-school  study 
that  she  taught  at  Natchitoches.  She  served  on  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  which  has  been  very  active.  She  made  arrangements  for 
a workshop  to  be  held  at  the  conference  center  and  transported  Mr. 
Jim  Winkler  to  the  various  meetings  being  held.  Mr.  Winkler  is 
from  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  with  headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  Petitions  are  available  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women  regarding  the  use  of  landmines  in  the  world.  Muriel  said, 
"Working  with  the  Conference  Mission  Team  has  been  a pleasure." 
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Education  and  Interpretation.  Marie  Young  reported  that  nine 
districts  submitted  their  mission  studies  reports,  with  105  units 
completing  one  or  more  studies  with  an  outgrowth.  There  were  60 
units  completing  one  study.  All  will  be  given  certificates,  with 
the  grand  total  of  165. 

The  School  of  Mission  was  a great  success,  thanks  to  Harrietts 
Elrod  and  Joyce  Hazel,  and  also  to  Jackie  Campbell  and  her  helpers 
for  the  Children's  school. 

Marie  has  contacted  all  districts  by  mail,  telephone  or  in 
person.  Birthday  cards  were  mailed  to  each  missionary  from 
Louisiana.  She  attended  Regional  School  in  Abilene,  Texas,  but  was 
unable  to  attend  Conference  School  of  Mission  in  July  due  to 
illness . 

She  said  this  has  been  a very  good  year  under  our  new 
structure.  She  urges  us  to  continue  to  improve  and  keep  in  mind 
the  scripture  reference  from  Isaiah  58:10,  "If  you  offer  your  food 
to  the  hungry  and  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  afflicted,  then  your 
light  shall  rise  in  the  darkness  and  your  gloom  be  like  the 
noonday. " 

Marie  asks  that  we  keep  our  candle  shining  for  missions  and 
new  members . 

Over  the  past  four  years.  United  Methodist  Women  have  always 
been  very  close  to  her  heart.  Due  to  illness,  she  has  really 
experienced  what  a difference  United  Methodist  Women  can  make  in 
your  life.  Marie  said  that  if  she  could  tell  ladies  who  are  not  in 
UMW,  she  would  say,  "Please  don't  go  to  bed  without  becoming  a 
member."  She  thanked  all  of  us  for  our  continued  supportive 
community . 

Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach.  Harriette  Elrod  reported 
that  two  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  women,  and  children  gathered  at 
Centenary  College  on  July  17  through  20,  1997,  to  participate  in 
the  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission.  Each  came  with  the 
assurance  of  a dedicated  and  spiritually  inspired  group  of  study 
leaders . 

Because  of  an  unusual  chance  meeting  of  an  old  friend  on  the 
plane,  Harriette  had  an  opportunity  to  experience  God's  grace  and 
extend  an  invitation  to  a mother  and  her  daughter  to  attend  our 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  The  daughter,  Karen  Brown,  is  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  and  has  a Seeing  Eye  Dog.  Because  of 
Karen's  experiences  and  participation  in  our  school,  she  will  be 
teaching  in  her  school  in  Jackson,  Ms. 

The  1997  theme  was  "Visioning  Justice  and  Hope."  The  study 
leaders  were:  JOSHUA  --Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  of  Monroe;  BRAZIL  --Emily 
McCoy,  of  St.  Martinville;  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  Sr.,  of  Lafayette; 
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Dr,  Alonzo  Campbell,  of  Baton  Rouge;  and  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  of 
Blanchard;  CHRISTIANS  LIVING  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  A VIOLENT  SOCIETY  -- 
Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  of  Baton  Rouge;  Lois  Heath,  of  Baton  Rouge; 
Dr.  Joe  Elmore  and  Billye  Elmore,  of  LaMesa,  CA.  These  devoted  and 
capable  leaders  are  tremendously  appreciated  by  our  committee. 

Jacqueline  S.  Campbell  trained  at  Scarritt -Bennett  to  lead  our 
children's  school.  They  studied  "A  Call  to  Hope."  Harriette  also 
stated  that  there  were  eleven  Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships  awarded, 
and  the  Monroe  District  won  the  attendance  banner.  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  continue  to  be  the  place  where  United  Methodist 
Women  and  others  can  reflect  on  their  faith  journeys,  grow  in 
Christian  discipleship , and  engage  in  personal  and  collective 
action  as  a result  of  a study. 

Harriette  said  that  "God  can  guide  our  path  with  the  light  of 
his  word.  When  we  trust  in  the  Lord,  he  gives  us  light  to  guide  us 
and  strength  to  do  what  he  asks  of  us.  Often  we  would  like  to  see 
the  complete  path  ahead.  God  allows  his  light  to  shine  just  far 
enough  for  us  to  take  the  next  step.  This  requires  faith  to  go 
forward  knowing  the  light  will  shine  as  we  need  it." 

Committee  On  Nominations.  Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson 
reported  that  nothing  has  changed  since  the  last  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations.  Her  written  report  will  be  given  to  me 
during  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Program  Resources.  Gwen  Streams  encouraged  us  to  visit  the 
Program  Resources  Room  located  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  Chapel 
building.  She  has  a number  of  wonderful  new  books  from  the  Reading 
List.  She  will  submit  a written  report  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 
Gwen  asked  that  all  persons  would  think  about  signing  up  to  do 
something  at  Regional  School.  Louisiana  will  host  the  Regional 
School  next  year.  The  list  will  be  circulated  at  the  Post- 
Executive  Meeting  on  Saturday.  Gwen  also  mentioned  that  perhaps 
something  could  be  done  about  the  different  deadlines  for  the 
certificates  and  reports.  Pat  suggested  that  this  could  be 
included  on  the  Mid-Year  Agenda  for  1998. 

Communications  Coordinator.  Rita  Parham  reports  that  United 
Methodist  Women  used  to  be  the  United  Methodist  Church' s best  kept 
secret- -Well  not  anymore.  She  said  that  our  story  is  best  told  in 
Response . the  official  magazine  for  all  United  Methodist  Women. 
The  conference  newsletter  spreads  the  word  about  all  of  the  mission 
happenings  and  various  activities  world  wide  and  around  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Rita  thanks  the  district  Communication  Coordinators,  and 
district  Presidents  for  helping  to  complete  an  arduous  task  that 
was  begun  last  year.  Each  district  now  has  a complete  directory 
including  each  church,  local  unit  or  contact  person.  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Women  can  now  tell  the  story  of  mission  in  new 
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ways  to  our  membership,  charter  new  units,  and  encourage  potential 
members  throughout  the  conference. 

She  said  the  goal  of  our  Conference  and  District  Communication 
Coordinators  is  to  write,  picture  and  record  the  history  of  mission 
in  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women,  create  a story  book 
of  mission  to  pass  on  to  future  generations  as  we  light  a path  of 
good  works . 

She  also  encouraged  all  to  attend  the  Women's  Assembly,  May 
14-17,  1998  in  Orlando,  Florida.  The  theme  is  "Make  Plain  The 
Vision."  She  prepared  Assembly  Pins  for  the  committee  and  asked 
that  all  would  wear  them  during  the  Annual  Meeting.  She  said  that 
she  will  tell  them  in  her  report  to  ask  anyone  wearing  a pin  about 
the  Assembly. 

Editor.  Pat  said  that  Nancy  Carruth  could  not  be  here  because 
of  another  commitment.  Pat  encouraged  the  district  presidents  to 
have  their  secretaries  get  the  lists  to  Fannie  and  be  sure  that 
labels  have  correct  zip  codes  for  Nancy. 

Pat  announced  the  presence  of  Doris  Brown,  our  Women's 
Division  Representative  and  Kathleen  Conrad,  our  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Representative.  Kathleen  said  that  the 
Jurisdiction  has  a program  that  will  be  coming  to  us  soon.  This 
program,  titled  "Mission  Today, " has  been  passed  through  the 
Women's  Division  unto  each  of  the  conferences  for  the  district  and 
conference  officers.  She  also  thanked  us  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve  on  the  Core  Planning  Group  of  the  Jurisdiction.  This  program 
will  be  done  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  our  jurisdiction, 
before  the  other  four  jurisdictions  get  it.  She  encouraged  all  to 
attend  this  training  when  it  comes  to  our  conference.  It  is  very 
well  planned  and  it  will  give  us  a better  understanding  of  what 
United  Methodist  Women  are  all  about.  The  Quadrennial  Meeting  will 
take  place  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  March  17-19,  2000. 

Doris  Brown  thanked  us  for  giving  her  the  opportunity  to  share 
with  us.  Last  week  she  attended  national  and  international 
meetings  on  Ministries  with  Women,  Children  and  Youth.  She  is  the 
Chairperson  of  the  Task  Force  on  Ministries  with  Women.  Her  major 
thrust  as  a representative  on  the  Women's  Division  is  to  be  a voice 
of  support  for  women  in  our  conference.  If  she  can  be  apprised  of 
the  various  grants  and  applications  that  our  conference,  district, 
local  units,  etc.  are  applying  for,  perhaps  having  that  knowledge 
will  make  a difference  in  the  outcome.  Doris  also  wants  us  to  know 
that  she  is  available,  and  wants  Louisiana  to  become  involved  in 
the  Women's  Division. 

Acadiana  District.  Kathleen  Phillips  was  absent;  therefore 
Melva  Jackson,  Vice  President,  read  the  district  report.  Since  the 
last  Executive  Meeting,  the  district  had  an  inspirational  and 
spiritual  Day  Apart  Retreat  which  was  led  by  Ellen  Deich.  Ellen 
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provided  us  with  a history  of  our  UMW  Heritage.  In  spite  of  the 
major  storm,  thirty-one  attended.  Several  persons  attended  the 
School  of  Mission  in  Shreveport  and  the  district  mini-school  with 
Emily  McCoy,  Kathleen  Conrad  and  Gwen  Streams  serving  as  study 
leaders.  The  district  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  on  October  11, 
with  LELT  being  held  on  November  22,  1997. 

Next  year  the  district  will  implement  a Visitation  Plan  to  the 
local  units.  Due  the  widespread  geographic  district,  this  will  be 
a four-year  plan. 

Alexandria  District.  Margie  Morrish  was  ill  and  could  not  be 
present.  She  sent  a note  to  Pat  which  thanked  us  for  the  get  well 
cards  and  our  prayers.  Four  years  ago  Margie  was  installed  as  the 
UMW  President  of  the  Alexandria  District,  and  now  she  leaves  with 
mixed  emotions.  The  district  officers  all  worked  together  and  did 
what  was  expected  of  them  and  a little  more.  They  became  a great 
team  with  the  same  purpose.  She  has  also  enjoyed  being  on  the 
conference  mission  team  and  working  with  all  of  us.  Margie  said 
that  Janet  Ward  will  be  the  new  President  and  will  lead  the 
district  with  good  leadership  into  the  year  2000  and  beyond. 

Baton  Rouge  District.  Betty  Pope  reported  that  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  has  been  busy  this  year  with  the  usual  activities  as 
well  as  some  new  ones.  UMW  Sunday  was  observed  by  most  units  with 
excellent  reports.  Participating  in  the  Bishop's  "Mission 
Experience"  was  an  activity  that  she  wished  more  could  have 
experienced.  They  had  the  largest  group  (27)  in  attendance  at  the 
Conference  Retreat.  They  had  a wonderful  FIRST  TIME- -READING  TEA 
in  April.  Over  100  members  and  guests  braved  torrential  rains  to 
attend.  The  Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  Lana  Lathan,  planned 
this  innovative  method  of  promoting  the  Reading  Program  and  at  the 
same  time  involving  children  and  youth. 

In  May  three  district  members  attended  a Membership 
Conference.  Another  new  experience  for  Betty  was  preparing 
unleavened  bread  to  be  used  at  Annual  Conference . She  said  that 
the  scriptures  included  and  the  suggestions  for  meditation  while 
baking  the  bread  gave  it  a special  meaning. 

They  were  well  represented  at  the  Conference  School  of  Mission 
and  district  mini-school.  The  Mission  Candle  offerings  showed  an 
increase  over  last  year.  They  will  burn  the  candle  for  43  minutes 
and  15  seconds.  Plans  are  under  way  for  the  District  Annual 
Meeting  and  LELT.  A calendar  of  events  is  forth  coming. 

Lake  Charles  District.  Jeroldean  R.  Dommert  reported  that 
Lake  Charles  District  has  also  had  a good  year.  The  district  team 
has  met  three  times  to  plan  the  mission  work  of  UMW.  District 
events  were  well  attended.  Quiet  Day  on  April  9th  at  the  district 
camp  at  Ouiskachitto  was  led  by  Burchie  Louthan,  Spiritual  Growth 
Coordinator,  based  on  the  scripture,  ". . .1  am  that  woman  who  stood 
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here  that  time  praying  to  the  Lord!"  (1  Samuel  1:26) . The  District 
Mini-School  of  Mission  was  held  at  Squyres  UMC  at  Ragley  on  August 
24,  1997.  Pat  Davis  served  as  Dean  of  the  School.  Study  leaders 
were  Emily  McCoy- -Brazil , and  Randy  Roach- -Call  to  Hope  In  A 
Violent  Society.  Rev.  Ryan  Horton  was  unable  to  present  Joshua, 
due  to  a death  in  his  family.  The  newspaper  gave  ample  coverage  on 
the  school  activities. 

School  of  Mission  at  Centenary  was  attended  by  twenty-three 
women  from  Lake  Charles  District,  with  three  of  them  as  first 
timers.  A table  spot-lighting  Social  Work  was  prepared  by 
Constance  Handy,  and  it  will  also  be  on  display  at  DELT . 

The  Committee  on  Nominations,  under  the  leadership  of  Lillian 
Blanchard,  interim  chairperson,  presented  a full  slate  of  officers 
for  1998  at  the  July  Executive  meeting. 

Twenty-five  out  of  thirty-five  units  in  Lake  Charles  District 
have  met  all  the  criteria  for  5 Star  Giving!  Twelve  of  the 
Anniversary  Special  Mission  Pins  have  been  ordered  up  to  this 
point.  The  Mission  Candle  report  as  of  September  16,  was 
$1,569.65,  and  the  total  remitted  against  the  pledge  was 
$30,313 . 84 . 

Thirteen  local  units  completed  two  or  more  studies,  and  three 
completed  one  study.  The  district  Annual  Meeting  is  scheduled  for 
November  1 in  Oakdale.  Dr.  Marvette  Thomas,  pastor  of  Jones  and 
Mallalieu  UMC  in  Welsh  and  Jennings,  will  be  the  speaker. 

Monroe  District.  Christine  Coleman  began  her  report  with  the 
following  scripture:  "The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation,  whom 
shall  I fear?  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life,  of  whom  shall 
I be  afraid."  Psalms  27:1. 

Monroe  District  UMW  has  had  a very  busy  productive  year  in 
1997.  They  conducted  executive  council  meetings  prior  to  the  team 
meetings  which  were  held  in  various  areas  and  churches  within  the 
district.  The  pledge  goal  has  not  been  met  yet,  but  the  treasurer 
is  encouraged  that  it  will  be  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  district 
kept  the  Attendance  Banner  at  Conference  School  of  Mission.  The 
Mini -School  was  planned  and  conducted  by  the  Education  and 
Interpretation  Coordinator  and  all  of  the  studies  were  taught  by 
members  of  the  district. 

New  Orleans  District.  June  Sanchez  reported  that  the  New 
Orleans  District  Mission  Team  continues  to  meet  at  various  churches 
across  the  district.  Some  of  the  churches  do  not  have  units,  but 
the  women  get  together  and  welcome  the  team.  The  team  is  able  to 
inform  the  women  about  the  program  of  United  Methodist  Women  and 
the  agencies  that  receive  support.  Five-Star  Giving  is  emphasized. 

She  said  Day  Apart  was  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
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in  LaPlace  on  April  12,  1997,  with  39  ladies  in  attendance.  The 
theme  was  "Reflections  on  Christian  Women:  Living  As  Sisters";  and 
the  scripture  was  Ruth  1:16-18.  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Graham  was  the 
speaker . 

Seventeen  women  from  the  district  attended  the  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  Some  of  them  conducted  an 
inspirational  and  spiritual  Saturday  morning  devotion  on  Brazil. 

The  mini-school  was  held  at  St.  Bernard  United  Methodist 
Church,  August  9,  1997  with  44  ladies  in  attendance.  The  study 
leaders  were  Rev.  Richard  Teeter- -Joshua ; Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Williams, 
District  Social  Action  Coordinator- -Christians  Living  in  the  Midst 
of  a Violent  Society;  and  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell - -Brazil . 

St.  Marks's  Community  Center,  an  agency  supported  by  United 
Methodist  Women,  has  programs  that  encourage,  inspire  and  provide 
services  for  women,  youth,  and  children.  The  programs  include 
Family  Day  Care,  Carver  School  Day  Care,  Street  Academy,  Youth 
Development,  Food  Coop,  Americorps  and  Jazz  for  youth.  The  Jazz 
Project  is  the  "darling"  of  United  Way,  which  has  requested  the 
group  on  numerous  occasions.  A master  cassette  tape  of  Jazz  music 
is  almost  complete.  Five-hundred  copies  will  be  available  for  sale 
very  soon. 

The  Wesley  Campus  Ministries  has  new  leadership:  Rev.  John 
Higginbotham  is  now  serving  as  chaplain  at  Kentucky  Wesleyan 
College;  Rev.  Judy  A.  Shema  is  director  of  the  Tulane-Loyola 
Center;  Rev.  Dale  Branch  is  president  of  the  Wesley  Ministries 
Board  for  UNO,  SUNO  and  Delgado.  The  new  directors  are  as  follows: 
UNO- -Rev.  Becky  Connor;  SUNO- -Rev.  Connie  Breaux  Diello;  and 
DELGADO- -Rev . Helena  Wright -But ler  . 

The  women  of  the  New  Orleans  District  with  support  from  North 
Shore,  are  excited  about  hosting  the  ANNUAL  MEETING.  The  district 
hopes  that  everyone  will  experience  an  inspirational  and  spiritual, 
as  well  as  jovial,  time. 

North  Shore.  Jane  Eubanks  said  she  feels  good  about  the 
participation  and  attendance  by  the  North  Shore  members.  They  had 
a good  group  attending  the  Conference  Retreat,  with  85  in 
attendance  at  the  District  Retreat . 

They  had  their  executive  meeting  immediately  after  the 
retreat,  and  100%  attendance  at  their  June  28th  meeting  which  was 
held  at  Catfish  Charlie's  restaurant  in  Hammond. 

Johnnye  Butler  and  she  attended  the  Membership  Nurture  and 
Outreach  Workshop  which  was  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in  May. 
Twelve  district  members  traveled  to  the  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  with  two  of  them  as  first  timers.  The  mini- 
school had  95  in  attendance  at  Winan  UMC  in  Franklinton. 
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Jane  said  that  all  eleven  of  her  district  officers  plan  to 
attend  BELT  on  October  25,  1997.  They  have  three  new  officers. 
Pat  Cobb  will  speak  at  their  Annual  Meeting  on  October  11,  1997. 

The  meeting  will  be  dedicated  to  the  Memory  of  Chinese  Jefferson, 
a past  District  Officer,  who  died  this  spring. 

Ruston  District.  Maxie  Garrett  reported  that  thirteen  of  her 
district  members  attended  Conference  Retreat  on  February  28 -March 
2,  at  the  Conference  Center. 

The  World  Day  of  Prayer  on  March  7 was  observed  by  several 
units . Special  ecumenical  programs  were  conducted  and  some  units 
had  a prayer  vigil  keeping  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  open  for 
people  of  the  community  to  come  for  a few  minutes  of  prayer. 

The  Spring  Meeting  was  held  at  Harmony  Chapel  on  March  9 with 
72  members  in  attendance.  District  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Pyles  were  special  guests.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Woodard,  a lawyer  and  UMW 
member  from  Ruston,  was  the  speaker. 

The  district  team  met  in  April  and  plans  were  finalized  for 
the  remainder  of  1997.  The  mission  team  will  promote  three 
projects  in  addition  to  the  regular  ones,  such  as  5-Star  Giving  and 
Criteria  of  Excellence.  The  projects  are  money  for  new  books  to 
Sager-Brown  and  Dulac,  old  cards  and  donations  to  MacDonell 
Children's  Services,  and  Campbell  soup  labels  to  Dulac. 

Annette  Fortuna  was  the  leader  for  the  District  Retreat  at 
Caney  Conference  Center,  May  3,  1997.  Her  theme  was  "Cast  Your 

Nets."  Eight  members  attended  the  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
The  mini-school  leaders  were  Elouise  Sanders- -Brazil , Kitty 
DeFreese- -Living  In  a Violent  Society,  and  Maxie  Garrett- -Joshua . 
Twelve  units  were  awarded  Excellence  of  Studies  Certificates  and 
two  units  were  awarded  Certificates  of  Achievement. 

Elouise  Sanders  has  been  nominated  as  the  new  president  of  the 
conference  and  the  district  is  very  proud.  The  District  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  held  October  5 at  Arcadia  UMC  with  Harriette  Elrod 
as  the  speaker.  Plans  have  been  made  by  the  district  officers  to 
attend  BELT  at  the  Conference  Center  and  LELT  on  November  9 at 
Farmerville . 

The  district  will  promote  attendance  at  all  district  and 
conference  meetings.  Maxie  has  attended  district  Council  oh 
Ministries,  Nominating  Committee  Training,  Ruston  Children's  Home 
Board  Meeting,  Program  Committee  for  LA  Tech  U.  Wesley  Foundation 
Board,  Conference  Finance  Committee,  and  Annual  Conference  in  June. 

Maxie  said  that  each  meeting  and  activity  has  been  a wonderful 
contribution  to  her  spiritual  growth.  The  special  highlight  of  the 
summer  was  the  15 -day  John  Wesley  Tour  to  England  and  Scotland  with 
a wonderful  group  of  fellow  Christians. 
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Shreveport  District.  Carolyn  Colvin  was  happy  to  report  that 
they  have  had  a busy  and  successful  spring  and  summer.  She  and 
Norma  attended  the  Bishop's  "Hands-on  Mission  Event"  at  Sager-Brown 
in  February.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  district  was  the  April 
District  Mission  Trip  planned  by  Norma  Winegeart  in  her  typically 
thorough  fashion  when  thirty  members  (well,  that  includes  one 
seven-year-old  future  member)  and  three  husbands  spent  two  night  at 
Sager-Brown  doing  a variety  of  hands-on  volunteer  jobs.  They  also 
spent  one  day  going  to  MacDonell  Children's  Home  in  Houma  for  a 
tour  of  the  facility.  They  carried  greeting  cards  to  be  recycled 
and  purchased  all  of  the  ones  they  had  for  sale.  One  outgrowth  of 
this  Mission  Trip  will  be  a Video  which  includes  footage  of  the 
above  named  missions  and  St.  Mark's,  with  representatives  briefly 
telling  their  story. 

This  will  be  available  to  the  Conference  after  Christmas  and 
Mission  Magazine  is  interested  in  seeing  the  result . 

The  District  was  involved  in  many  ways  preparing  for  the 
Annual  Conference  in  June.  They  were  saddened  by  the  death  of  Ann 
Wilson.  They  also  attended  School  of  Mission  in  addition  to  the 
many  tasks  performed  as  the  host  district.  The  mini-school  was 
quite  successful  in  terms  of  the  attendance  and  quality  of  studies. 
Carolyn  and  Ethel  Lilly  co-taught  the  Violence  Study.  June  Sumrall 
presented  a letter  and  petition  prepared  by  the  members  of  Lakeview 
UMW  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  land  on  the  peninsula  at  Dulac 
by  the  federal  government.  They  have  had  5 executive  team  meetings 
this  year. 

Carolyn  took  this  opportunity  to  promote  her  unit's  Fall 
Festival  which  will  take  place  at  First  Church  in  Shreveport  on 
Saturday,  September  27,  1997.  This  has  been  an  annual  fund  raising 
event  in  the  district  for  ten  years.  This  year,  Tommie  Blackburn 
Simmons,  an  artist-member,  will  chair  a 25th  Anniversary  Tea  with 
a Hall  of  History  table  put  together  by  Norma  Winegeart. 
Activities  will  include  a silent  auction,  and  representatives 
speaking  from  Sager-Brown,  MacDonell' s,  Dulac,  and  St.  Marks.' 
Donna  Kay  Campbell,  Director  of  Dulac  has  arranged  for  18  of  the 
Eagle  Dancers  and  six  adults  to  come  and  perform  Indian  Dances 
prior  to  lunch. 

This  district -wide  event  will  generate  interest  in,  and  needed 
funds  for,  these  missions. 

Dedication  of  the  1998  Annual  Directory.  It  was  the  consensus 
of  the  Executive  Committee  that  the  Directory  be  dedicated  to  Pat 
Cobb . 


DELT.  Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson,  reported  that  she  wrote 
to  all  of  the  officers  on  August  first  to  let  them  know  that  the 
plans  for  DELT  will  be  slightly  changed.  Sue  C.  Johnson,  Executive 
Secretary  for  Leadership  Development  of  the  Women's  Division,  will 
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be  with  us.  Sue  will  meet  with  the  entire  group  from  1:00  to  2:00 
o'clock  in  the  Chapel. 

Officers'  training  groups  will  meet  from  10  -12  o'clock.  The 
Conference  Center  has  some  new  rules  and  they  are  asking  us  to  pay 
in  advance.  Payment  has  been  made  for  24  people  who  will  be  coming 
from  the  New  Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts  on  Friday.  A list 
will  be  filed  with  this  report.  Three  meals  are  a part  of  the 
package  deal  for  this  group,  so  everyone  is  asked  to  arrive  for 
supper,  5:30-6:30. 

The  rest  of  the  group  should  arrive  by  9:30  a.m.  on  Saturday 
to  register,  set  up  and  be  ready  to  begin  the  various  training 
groups  at  10  o'clock.  The  meeting  will  adjourn  at  2:00  o'clock. 

Norma  said  that  we  should  reconsider  the  cost  of  letting  part 
of  the  people  come  the  day  before  because  we  are  spending  more  for 
two  districts  than  we  are  for  the  other  seven  put  together. 


Pat  announced  that  the  collars  and  hat  will  be  modeled  during 
the  Assembly  Promotion  at  the  Meeting  on  Friday.  The  district 
presidents  will  march  around  the  aisles  with  the  posters  displaying 
the  theme  of  the  Women's  Assembly. 

She  also  announced  that  the  scholarship  application  forms 
should  be  submitted  to  the  new  president,  Elouise  Sanders,  before 
January  1,  1998.  She  has  received  a few  applications  and  will 
forward  that  information  to  the  new  president. 

Pat  said  that  she  received  a list  of  books  that  could  be 
purchased  for  Sager  Brown,  and  they  are  in  the  district  presidents' 
packets.  She  asked  whether  all  of  the  districts  were  on  the 
calendar  basis.  It  seems  that  all  districts  are  on  schedule. 

She  asked  for  two  volunteers  to  serve  Communion  on  Thursday 
Evening,  May  14,  and  assist  in  the  Sunday  Morning  Service  at  the 
Women's  Assembly.  Fannie  P.  Reddix  and  Hilda  D.  Sills  volunteered. 
She  needs  one  person  to  carry  the  conference  offering  Thursday 
evening.  Evelyn  Evans  volunteered.  Two  persons  are  needed  to 
participate  in  the  choir.  Pat  will  be  the  soprano  and  if  the 
district  presidents  will  find  an  alto,  let  her  know.  Hilda  said 
that  Urselle  Lunnon  has  a beautiful  voice  and  she  will  check  with 
her . 


Pat  also  disseminated  other  information  connected  with  the 
Assembly. 

There  are  some  Assembly  Funds  that  will  be  distributed  among 
the  Conference  officers  who  will  be  attending  the  Assembly.  They 
must  let  Evelyn  Evans  know  as  soon  as  possible. 
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There  is  a promotional  tape  of  the  Assembly.  The  New  Orleans 
District  requested  its  use  at  their  Annual  Meeting  on  October  11, 


1997  . 


School  of  Missions.  Pat  said  the  results  of  a survey  that  was 
taken  at  one  of  the  plenaries  at  the  1997  School  of  Mission 
indicated  that  they  wanted  to  change  the  format . It  was  moved  by 
Rita  Parham  and  seconded  by  Norma  Winegeart  that  the  school  format 
for  next  year  will  be  as  follows;  The  School  will  begin  on 
Wednesday  and  end  on  Saturday.  The  motion  was  carried.  Emily 
McCoy,  Dean  said,  "let's  try  this  new  format."  The  dates  are  July 
15  - 18,  1998. 

Further  discussion  on  the  possible  formats  for  Schools  of 
Mission  included  having  a Mid-Winter  School  at  a setting  different 
from  the  college.  Everyone  was  urged  to  think  about  possible 
formats  that  we  could  possibly  experience  in  the  future  schools. 

The  minutes  were  approved  and  will  be  filed  as  mailed  with  the 
two  corrections  that  were  reported  by  Jane  Eubanks,  one  of  the 
examiners . 

After  a short  prayer,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:30  p.m. 

Examiners : 

Norma  Winegeart  Fannie  P.  Reddix 

Jeroldean  Dommert  Secretary 


Post-Executive  Meeting 
Saturday,  September  20,  1997 

The  Post -Executive  Meeting  was  held  in  the  President's  Dining 
Room  in  Kearney  Hall  on  Dillard  University's  Campus. 

Annette  Fortuna,  led  us  in  prayer. 

The  new  officers  were  introduced  and  packets  with  pertinent 
information  were  given  to  the  officers. 

After  lunch  the  meeting  was  adjourned,  with  the  new  President, 
Elouise  Sanders,  taking  over. 

Examiners : 

Norma  Winegeart  Fannie  P.  Reddix 

Jeroldean  Dommert  Secretary 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  TWENTY - FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
September  19-20,  1997 

The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  opened  Friday,  September  19,  1997  at  1:00 

p.m.  in  the  Chapel  of  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  LA.  After 
the  prelude  on  the  organ  by  Mr.  Anthony  Williams  and  invocation  by 
Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler , Pat  Cobb,  President,  convened  the 
meeting  and  presided.  Pat  led  the  assembly  in  affirming  the 
purpose  of  United  Methodist  Women  read  in  unison. 

WELCOME  - Welcomes  were  extended  by  Dr.  Michael  Lomax, 
President;  Dillard  University;  Earl  Jackson  representing  the 
Mayor's  office  presented  a Proclamation  to  UMW;  Dr.  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent;  and  June  Sanchez,  New 
Orleans  District  UMW  President. 

RECOGNITION  OF  VISITORS  - The  special  guests  included.  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Dan  Solomon,  Mrs.  S.  Dianna  Masters,  our  speaker  and  Joyce 
Elaine  Fish  from  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  former 
conference  officers  in  attendance  were  Amy  Ward,  Norma  Winegeart, 
and  Gloria  Bennett . 

PRESENTATION  OF  THE  PROGRAM  - Hilda  D.  Sills,  Chairperson 
and  Lottie  Palazzo,  C-Chairperson,  presented  the  program.  The 
Annual  Meeting  theme  was  "Thy  Word  Is  A Lamp,  " with  the  scriptures 
John  1:1-5  and  Psalm  119:105,  and  the  theme  hymn  number  601  in  the 
hymnal  was  "Thy  Word  Is  a Lamp." 

LIGHTING  OF  THE  MISSION  CANDLE  -As  Dr.  Marilyn  Ray,  a former 
conferen*he  candle,  she  said,  "The  Word  of  God 

comes  to  us  as  a lamp,  lighting  out  way.  The  Mission  Candle  is 
another  source  of  light  for  us  as  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Louisiana  Conference.  As  we  light  the  candle,  we  call  to  mind  the 
gifts  of  God,  past,  present  and  future.  The  monetary  gifts  you 
have  given  will  support  Undesignated  Mission  through  the  Women's 
Division  in  honor  of  those  person  and  groups  whose  names  are 
inscribed  in  our  Mission  Candle  Book.  In  1997,  it  costs  $37.78  per 
minute  to  support  this  mission.  Our  1997  Mission  Candle  will  burn 
4 hours,  53  minutes  and  30  seconds,  representing  total  gifts  of 
$10,234.51.  When  the  time  has  expired,  we  will  extinguish  the 
flame.  Our  support  through  the  Mission  Candle  will  have  ended,  but 
we  will  continue  as  women  of  the  Word." 

OPENING  WORSHIP  - After  a few  remarks  from  Bishop  Dan  Solomon, 
and  singing  the  hymn,  "Thy  Word  Is  a Lamp,"  Rev.  Helena  Wright- 
Butler  gave  the  opening  Meditation.  This  portion  of  the  program 
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ended  with  the  rendering  of  special  music  by  Dolores  Giles,  our 
song  leader. 

BUSINESS  SESSION: 

Kathleen  Conrad  and  Annette  Fortune  were  appointed  to  examine 
the  Journal . 

PROMISE  AWARD  - The  Promise  Award  was  presented  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Kenner,  with  honorable  mentions  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Slidell  and  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans. 

STANDING  RULES  - Jean  Rockhold,  Chair  of  the  Guidelines  and 
Standing  Rules  Committee,  presented  the  following  report:  "A  ruling 
concerning  Nominations  from  the  floor  has  been  issued  by  the 
Women's  Division.  This  ruling  was  published  in  the  recent 
Conference  Newsletter. 

The  Guidelines  and  Standing  Rules  Committee  has  made  thorough 
study  of  the  Guidelines  and  Standing  Rules,  and  the  committee  has 
changed  terminology,  page  references,  and  dates  to  be  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  for  1997-2000.  There  was  no  change  in  rules, 
only  nomenclature  for  consistency. 

At  the  July  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Committee 
voted  that  the  previous  Annual  Meeting  Chairperson  be  included  on 
the  Task  Force  of  the  current  Annual  Meeting  Planning  Committee." 

The  move  for  adoption  of  this  report  by  Jean  Rockhold  was 
approved. 

MISSION  TEAM  REPORT  - The  report  format  of  the  Mission  Team 
has  been  changed  to  present  a scenario  of  the  responsibilities  of 
the  officers  in  an  exciting  manner!  (The  President,  Pat  Cobb,  is 
the  narrator)  As  we  view  the  Team  Report,  we  hear. . . . 

PAT  COBB,  PRESIDENT  . . . Albert  Einstein  once  reflected  on  the 
purpose  of  man's  existence:  "Strange  is  our  situation  here  upon 
earth.  Each  of  us  comes  for  a short  visit,  not  knowing  why,  yet 
sometimes  seeming  to  a divine  purpose . From  the  standpoint  of 
daily  life,  however , there  is  one  thing  we  do  know:  That  we  are 
here  for  the  sake  of  others. . . . 

"When  we  truly  take  stock  of  our  lives,  we  must  admit  we  have 
done  nothing  solely  on  our  own.  Our  thinking  has  been  fashioned  by 
our  many  teachers  and  mentors,  including  family  members.  Our 
spiritual  lives  are  a gift  of  God  Himself.  We  are  what  we  have 
received . " 

So  it  is  with  United  Methodist  Women.  The  organization  has 
been  molded  by  many  who  have  gone  before  us . Some  of  those  we  have 
remembered  in  the  Mission  Candle  book.  Whatever  we  do  is  only 
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partially  the  result  of  our  own  efforts.  It  is  in  that  vein  that 
we  present  a team  report,  because  each  is  a part  of  the  whole. 
Each  one  will  share  a Bible  verse  and  light  a candle. 

Our  Communications  Coordinator,  Rita  Parham  helps  to  light  the 
way  to  make  our  good  works  known.  And  Rita  says,  "How  appropriate 
for  a Communications  Coordinator- -Camera  in  hand  - Flash  ready- - 
United  Methodist  Women  used  to  be  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
best  kept  secret --Well  not  anymore.  We  want  the  world  to  know  what 
a lot  of  good  women  and  a few  good  men  in  mission  are  all  about. 
Our  story  is  best  told  in  Response  Magazine- -the  official  magazine 
for  all  United  Methodist  Women.  Our  conference  newsletter  spreads 
the  word  about  all  of  the  mission  happenings  and  various 
activities,  the  world  wide  and  round  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  our  nine  district  Communications 
Coordinators  and  the  district  Presidents,  a task  begun  last  year 
has  been  completed. 

The  goal  of  your  Conference  and  District  Communications 
Coordinators  is  to  write,  picture  and  record  the  history  and  create 
a story  book  of  mission  to  pass  on  to  future  generations  as  we 
light  a path  of  good  works.  The  Assembly,  May  14-17,  1998  in 
Orlando,  Florida  is  the  event  that  lets  the  light  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  our  Purpose  shine  so  that  others  can  see  our 
good  works.  If  you  attend,  you  will  certainly  give  glory  to  your 
Father  in  heaven  for  the  organization  that  is  United  Methodist 
Women . " 

Mission  Coordinator  for  Education  and  Interpretation,  Marie 
Young  helps  to  enlighten  us  and  acknowledge  those  who  have, 
participated  in  the  mission  studies.  And  Marie  says,  "Isaiah  58:10 
NRSV--If  you  offer  your  food  to  the  hungry  and  satisfy  the  needs  of 
the  afflicted,  then  your  light  shall  rise  in  the  darkness  and  your 
gloom  be  like  the  noonday. " 

"We  have  had  excellent  study  themes  this  year:  Joshua,  Brazil 
and  Living  As  Christians  In  a Violent  Society;  and  excellent 
materials  in  our  Program  Book.  Marie's  challenge  to  each  of  us  is 
to  have  at  least  one  study  for  our  unit  with  an  outgrowth  and 
action.  This  year  105  units  completed  one  or  more  studies  and 
received  certificates,  with  a grand  total  of  165  studies  completed 
by  the  various  units . " 

"The  Children's  School  of  Mission  was  a great  success,  thanks 
to  Jackie  Campbell  and  her  assistant.  Also  a hugh  thank-you  is 
owed  to  Harriette  Elrod  and  Joyce  Hazel  for  their  leadership  which 
insured  a great  School  of  Mission.  Remember  to  keep  your  candle 
shining  for  Missions  and  new  members  and  as  in  Isaiah  58:10,  your 
light  shall  rise  in  the  darkness  and  your  gloom  will  be  like  the 
noonday  sun . " 
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Mission  Coordinator  for  Spiritual  Growth,  Annette  Fortune 

encourages  us  in  the  faith.  Annette  says,  "As  the  Conference 
Spiritual  Growth  Coordinator,  I am  to  encourage  you  to  participate 
in  activities  and  programs  that  will  enable  your  light  to  shine 
brighter  and  brighter.  As  we  know  God  better  and  as  we  grow  in  our 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ,  our  light  will  shine  brighter  and 
brighter  to  those  around  us,  and  the  message  of  freedom  will  be 
seen  and  heard  in  our  lives.  I have  been  actively  involved  in  the 
following  events:  District  Annual  Meeting,  BELT,  UMW  Sunday, 
Conference  Retreat,  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial,  District 
Retreats,  John  Wesley  Study,  Regional  School,  Conference  School  of 
Mission  and  Annual  Meeting." 

As  Annette  reflects  over  the  past  year,  her  commitment  to 
Christ  has  grown  and  her  desire  to  serve  Him  is  greater.  And  she 
says,  "as  we  take  the  challenge  to  be  in  God's  word  more  this  year, 
when  we  come  together  next  year  for  Annual  Meeting,  may  it  be  said 
that  the  light  of  Christ  is  shining  brighter  and  brighter  in  the 
lives  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women." 

Those  of  you  who  have  served  on  a Committee  on  Nominations 
know  what  a special  challenge  that  is.  Norma  Winegeart, 
Chairperson  will  tell  us  how  they  attempt  to  bring  light  out  of 
darkness.  Norma  reports...  "The  decisions  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  are  important  as  they  shape  the  leadership  and  future 
of  the  organization.  The  committee  has  nine  members,  with  a 
rotating  membership  of  four  classes  with  each  member  elected  for  a 
four-year  term.  The  chairperson  is  elected  for  a two-year  term 
during  her  four  year  term.  The  chairperson  is  a member  of  the 
Executive  Committee." 

The  current  committee  members  are  Joyce  Armstrong,  Joan 
Miller,  Joyce  Hazel,  Ethel  Lilly,  Elouise  Cox,  Rosalie  Pryor,  Betty 
Tripp,  Gail  Epperson,  and  Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson. 

The  committee  met  in  February  to  begin  the  process  of 
selecting  the  nominees.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  a devotional 
and  a time  of  prayer.  When  there  was  a time  that  we  felt  we  needed 
the  guidance  of  the  Lord,  we  stopped  for  a prayer. 

The  scripture  suggested  for  today  is  Romans  13:12:  The  night 
is  far  gone,  the  day  is  near.  Let  us  then  lay  aside  the  works  of 
darkness  and  put  on  the  armor  of  light.  One  way  that  you  can  help 
us  through  our  times  of  darkness  and  into  the  light  is  to  fill  out 
a talent  bank  sheet  for  us.  If  you  have  not  done  one  in  this 
calendar  year,  please  do  this  for  yourself  or  for  someone  that  you 
think  would  make  a good  conference  officer. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  represented  on  the  Women's 
Division  for  this  quadrennium  by  Doris  Brown.  On  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  UMW  Core  Planning  Group  is  Kathleen  Conrad.  On  the 
West  Gulf  Regional  School  Committee  and  Chair  of  Program  Resources 
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is  Gwen  Streams. 


One  of  our  duties  is  to  insure  that  the  conference 
organization  reflects  diversity  in  proportion  to  the  membership. 
For  those  who  are  concerned  over  the  Black  leadership- -the 
proportion  of  White  members  is  about  80%  and  Black  members  about 
20%.  There  are  some  who  feel  that  equal  is  fifty-fifty  - but  by 
proportion  it  would  be  20/80.  Therefore,  the  Black  membership  is 
well  represented. 

Everyone  on  the  list  of  nominees  was  present  for  our  School  of 
Christian  Mission  at  Centenary  in  July.  And,  everyone  of  them 
signed  a pledge  to  support  the  PURPOSE  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  and  the  PURPOSE  of  the  Women's  Division. 

We  have  tried  to  have  representation  from  every  district  in 
the  Conference  - but  with  nine  districts  this  is  not  always 
possible.  We  have  followed  the  guidelines  and  hopefully  have 
selected  the  persons  best  suited  for  each  position. 

Following  the  new  structure,  there  are  11  elected  officers. 

According  to  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws,  there  are  several 
people  who  are  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Charter  For  Racial 
Justice  Policies  by  virtue  of  their  office.  Four  additional 
members  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 
Therefore,  these  are  included  in  our  report  today. 

According  to  our  Conference  Standing  Rules  there  are  three 
officers  who  are  appointed  by  the  President:  The  Editor,  the 
Historian  and  the  Chair  of  the  Committee  on  Standing  Rules." 

Norma  closed  her  report  by  sharing  a poem  entitled  "The  Armor 
of  Light."  And  then  she  said,  "Inasmuch  as  this  Committee 
symbolizes  light,  I have  chosen  a bright  yellow  candle- -May  it 
gleam  brightly  and  lead  all  of  us  the  light  of  the  Lord. " 

Vice  President,  Hilda  Sills,  has  done  a monumental  job 
organizing  this  Annual  Meeting.  But  she  does  other  things,  as 
well.  Hilda,  let  us  hear  from  you. . . . Hilda  said,  "Yes  the  Annual 
Meeting  was  a tremendous  task  but  it  was  a wonderful  opportunity  to 
serve  the  Lord.  She  served  as  the  evaluator  of  the  Conference 
Annual  Retreat,  participated  in  Bishop  Solomon's  Hands-on  Mission 
Event  at  Sager  Brown's  UMCOR  Depot,  presented  the  twenty-five  year 
UMW  Anniversary  Pin  to  Lottie  Palazzo  at  Annual  Conference  and 
chaired  the  Program  Committee.  In  November,  she  will  attend  the 
United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Blackstone,  Virginia,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women.  At  the  July 
Program  Committee  Meeting,  the  following  1998  UMW  goals  were 
formulated : 

1.  In  1998  we  will  strengthen  our  Louisiana  Conference  School  of 
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Christian  Mission  by: 

a)  urging  at  least  two  (2)  children  from  each  district  to 
attend 

b)  By  providing  financial  assistance  for  teenage  girls  to 
attend 

2.  We  will  continue  to  work  toward  the  year  of  2000  to  increase 
certification  in  the  areas  of: 

a)  Reading  Program 

b)  Excellence  of  Study 

c)  Charter  for  Racial  Justice  Policies  (Promise  Award)  and 

d)  Membership  (Women  in  Mission  Award) 


3.  We  will  strive  by  the  year  2000  to  meet  our  Conference  Pledge 
to  Mission  by  restoring  our  pledge  to  the  level  of  $3000,000.00 
as  in  the  year  of  1995. 

MOTION  WAS  MADE  BY  HILDA  D.  SILLS  THAT  THESE  GOALS  BE  ADOPTED 
BY  THE  CONFERENCE.  SECONDED  AND  CARRIED. 

Hilda  continues,  "lighting  this  candle  provides  the  light  for 
all  of  the  UMW  programs  you  will  plan." 

Coordinator  for  Social  Action,  Muriel  Miller,  exhorts  us  to  be 
good  citizens  and  informed  on  social  issues.  Muriel  Miller 
reports. ."Coordinators  for  Social  Action  have  a great  privilege  and 
responsibility  to  serve  and  protect  their  fellow  human  beings. 
Seeing  a wrong  by  a citizen  calls  for  some  action.  You  may  be  the 
kind  of  person  who  gives  a cup  of  water  to  someone  who  is  thirsty, 
or  you  may  turn  away  like  the  travelers  of  long  ago  who  were  on  the 
Jericho  Road.  Christ  said  that  we  are  not  to  put  our  lights  under 
a bushel.  You  can  light  a candle  for  justice  and  vindication  by 
joining  with  hundreds  of  United  Methodist  Women  in  Social  Action  to 
urge  President  Clinton  to  ban  anti-personnel  landmines.  Fifteen 
high  ranking  military  officers  have  urged  him  to  ban  landmines  as 
a "humane  and  military  responsible"  step. 

You  may  wonder  what  is  wrong  with  using  landmines  if  our 
country  is  threatened.  The  best  estimate  of  the  current  threat  is 
that  100  million  mines  have  been  sown  in  68  countries.  They  will 
remain  a danger  for  years  until  they  are  either  detonated  by  a 
footstep,  or  removed  by  deminers.  Who  steps  on  these  mines? 
Farmers  plowing  a field.  Children  kicking  a ball  in  a meadow. 
These  scenes  are  blown  away  when  a child's  foot  nears  the  ground. 
In  a study  conducted  by  the  Human  Rights  Watch,  the  study  found 
that  one  third  of  all  US  Army  casualties  in  Vietnam  were  caused  by 
mines  and  that  more  American  casualties  in  the  Korean  War  were 
caused  by  U S laid  defensive  mines  than  by  the  enemy's.  It's  bad 
enough  that  thousands  of  troops  were  victims  of  their  own  land 
mines,  but  it  is  even  worse  that  26,000  farmers,  women  and  children 
are  killed  each  year  by  the  100  million  land  mines  that  remain  in 
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68  countries. 


Canada  is  taking  the  lead  to  complete  a comprehensive  treaty 
to  ban  landmines  by  the  end  of  this  year- -1997.  Fifty  countries 
have  said  that  they  will  support  the  proposal.  Representative  from 
over  100  nations  will  meet  in  Canada  in  December  to  sign  a treaty 
banning  the  landmines.  So  far,  the  U S is  not  one  of  them.  As 
your  part  of  Social  Action,  please  add  your  signature  to  the  U S 
Campaign  to  Ban  Landmines  petition.  Write  to  your  President  and 
your  Congressmen.  Remember  that  God's  word  is  a lamp  and  that  "He 
will  make  your  vindication  shine  like  the  light,  and  the  justice  of 
your  cause  like  the  noonday. " 

Secretary,  Fannie  P.  Reddix,  keeps  accurate  records  of 
meetings  and  compiles  mailing  lists  from  those  received  from 
District  Secretaries.  On  Fannie's  behalf,  let  me  urge  those 
involved  to  get  those  lists  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Fannie 
says .." Psalms  119:130  NRSV  - "The  unfolding  of  your  words  give 
light;  it  imparts  understanding  to  the  simple."  "I  have  chosen  to 
light  a red  candle  to  project  the  light  of  the  spoken  and  written 
word.  The  color  red  is  brilliant  and  stands  out  just  as  the  record 
of  an  organization  is  captured  by  the  recorder.  This  light 
transcends  the  past,  present  and  into  the  future!" 

"The  record  is  the  organ  of  the  organization.  It  is  the  link 
to  the  successful  operation  of  the  organization.  This  lighted 
candle  reflects  the  accuracy  and  availability  of  the  records  at  all 
times.  The  District  Secretaries  play  a major  role  by  submitting 
the  list  of  their  district  elected  officers  and  local  presidents, 
and  other  pertinent  information  to  be  placed  in  the  conference 
directory.  All  District  Secretaries  are  urged  to  attend  DELT  on 
October  25,  1997,  which  will  be  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  LA. " Some  of  the  other  activities  Fannie  participated 
in  include  Bishop  Solomon's  Hands-on  Mission  Event,  Conference 
Retreat,  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  School  of  Christian 
Mission  and  served  as  secretary  for  the  Annual  Meeting  Task  Force. 

"As  the  light  continues  to  shine,  accurate  records  will 
continue  to  impart  understanding  to  the  simple." 

The  Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  Gwen  Streams,  has 

unpacked,  labeled,  displayed  and  sold  many  books  and  other 
material.  I think  she  want  us  to  READ!  Gwen  says.  . ."This  year  we 
are  charged  with  new  responsibilities  and  a new  direction.  Reading 
is  our  emphasis.  Wont  you  take  a minute  out  of  your  busy  schedule 
to  read?  No  doubt,  we  all  read.  If  not,  we  couldn't  get 
acquainted  with  God's  word. 

This  year  we  had  2803  books  read.  Let's  increase  that  number 
for  next  year.  An  active  and  productive  Conference  is  a well  read 
conference . " 
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"My  challenge  to  each  of  you  is  to  read  at  least books 

during  year.  That's  only  one  book  from  each  category,  along  with 
Response  Magazine  and  New  World  Outlook.  Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful, 
is  all  os  us  here  would  do  that? 

District  Program  Resource  People  are  challenged  to  promote 

reading  and  promote  reading Come  up  with  some  really  creative 

ideas  to  increase  the  District's  reading.  We  will  share  the  best 
ideas  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting.  The  Baton  Rouge  District  had  a 
Reading  Tea.  It  was  magnificent.  It's  Up  to  You!!!  There  are  a 
few  interesting  things  to  think  about  that  are  going  on:  1.  Youth 
Evaluations  and  2.  Reading  Evaluations;  if  you  are  interested  see 
me  for  the  forms.  With  this  candle,  I light  the  way  to  Reading 
with  a Purpose  in  Mind,  ALL  over  Louisiana." 

Your  dollars  added  to  other's  dollars  support  the  many  mission 
areas  of  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN.  Keeping  these  records  in  a 
tremendous  task  and  Treasurer,  Evelyn  Evans,  will  give  you  some 
highlights  of  her  job.  Evelyn  says..."  We  read  in  Luke  15:8--  or 
what  v;oman  having  ten  silver  coins,  if  she  loses  one  of  the,  does 
not  light  a lamp,  sweep  the  house,  and  search  carefully  until  she 
find  it--" 


"United  Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  are  like  this  woman 
described  in  Luke  --  we  are  careful  stewards  of  our  money.  Like 
our  foremothers  in  the  faith,  however,  we  recognize  that  there  are 
situations  and  opportunities  to  which  we  can  only  respond 
monetarily.  And  respond  you  have.  This  year  there  were  126  units 
who  earned  5 star  recognition  by  contributing  to  the  5 areas- - 
Pledge  to  Mission,  Special  Mission  Recognition,  Gift  to  Mission, 
Gift  in  Memory  and  World  Thank  Offering.  We  want  to  recognize 
these  units  by  district.  The  names  of  each  unit  will  not  be 
called,  but  the  district  treasurers  or  president  from  the  district 
is  asked  to  receive  the  certificates." 

"And  speaking  of  Special  Mission  Recognition,  the  time  to 
purchase  the  Special  25th  Anniversary  Commemorative  Pin  is  drawing 
to  a close.  You  can  only  order  this  pin  until  December  31,  1997. 
So  recognize  those  special  people  in  your  lives  and  your  units  with 
a Special  Mission  Recognition  Pin  now." 

"And  lastly,  on  page  9 of  the  program  book  is  a proposed 
budget  for  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  for  1998. 

MOTION  WAS  MADE  BY  EVELYN  EVANS  THAT  THE  PROPOSED  BUDGET  FOR 
1998  BE  ADOPTED  BY  THE  CONFERENCE.  SECONDED  AND  CARRIED. 

And  Evelyn  continues.."!  light  this  candle  with  the  assurance 
that  United  Methodist  Women  will  continue  to  respond  and  to  walk  in 
the  light  provided  by  Him  who  is  the  source  of  light  and  who 
illumines  our  path." 
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Mission  Coordinator  for  Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach, 
Harriette  Elrod,  wear  two  hats:  that  of  Membership  and  Dean  of  the 
1997  School  of  Christian  Mission.  She  also  has  a special 
presentation  to  make.  Harriette  says... "Our  committee  is  grateful 
to  report  an  increase  of  218  members.  This  makes  our  reported 
membership  10,379.  UMW  Sunday  reports  and  District  Scrapbooks  were 
all  well  presented  this  year.  The  time  and  hard  work  of  all 
district  leaders  is  appreciated.  1 John  1:7  NRSV.  . . . "but  if  we 
walk  in  the  light  as  he  himself  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship 
with  one  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  his  Son  Cleanses  us  from 
all  sin."  We  cherish  the  fellowship  that  nurtures  our  growth  as 
Servants  of  Christ.  This  Christian  fellowship  of  ours  reaches  out 
in  love  to  all  of  God's  children  in  need.  As  we  seek  fellowship 
and  "fellowship"  in  Christ,  membership  says  as  one  voice,  "Yes, 
count  me  in... to  pass  it  on!" 

The  "Woman  in  Mission  Award"  goes  to  Linda  Knight  Theriot  of 
Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Acadiana  District. 

"indeed,  you  are  our  lamp,  0 LORD."  We  depend  on  His  light  to 
keep  us  going.  As  your  President  for  the  past  four  years,  I have 
been  privileged  to  visit  and  engage  in  some  hands  on"  work  at 
several  mission  institutions. 

Some  of  those  include,  the  President's  Consultation  for  the 
Jurisdiction  that  met  in  New  Orleans  in  May  1995.  As  part  of  that 
event,  we  had  a mini -work  group  at  St.  Mark's  Community  Center, 
where  we  cleaned  and  painted.  That  was  also  the  weekend  of  Jazz 
Rest  and  some  helped  at  St.  Mark's  booth  there.  We  will  hear  more 
about  St.  Mark's  in  the  morning  when  Gregor  Dike  has  a special 
treat  for  us. 

In  August  of  1995  five  of  us  from  Louisiana  attended  a 
Jurisdiction  Mission  Event  at  Camp  Aldersgate  in  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas.  This  institution  has  many  programs,  but  one  that  we 
witnessed  was  a camp  for  children  with  various  medical  problems. 
Every  summer,  this  program  offers  a week  long  camp  setting  to 
youngsters,  most  of  whom  are  wheel  chair  bound.  We  cleaned, 
painted,  helped  with  some  office  work  and  priced  donated  items  for 
their  bazaar.  Eating  with  the  children  in  the  dining  room  was  a 
very  moving  experience  as  we  watched  the  campers  interact  with 
their  counselors. 

As  a follow-up  to  this  event,  24  women  from  this  Conference 
participated  in  a similar  mission  experience  at  Dulac  Community 
Center  in  October  1996.  We  were  able  to  worship  with  the  local 
congregation  on  Sunday  evening  and  enjoy  a wonderful  meal  with 
them.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  we  cleaned  and  hauled  trash,  painted 
a fence,  helped  in  the  preschool  and  learned  to  weave  palmetto  in 
baskets  from  the  grand  dame  of  the  community,  who  spoke  only 
French . 
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Bishop  Solomon  gathered  a group  of  laity  to  Sager-Brown  in 
February  of  this  year.  While  the  men,  and  a few  of  the  women,  did 
repairs  on  homes  and  helped  construct  a new  affordable  hour,  the 
rest  of  us  worked  with  a group  of  Head  Start  children,  planted 
hundreds  of  tomato,  pepper  and  eggplant  seeds,  and  helped  sort 
boxes  in  the  UMCOR  depot. 

She  has  also  been  able  to  visit  mission  projects  in  Texas, 
Kansas  and  Missouri,  in  conjunction  with  other  meetings.  It  has 
been  very  rewarding  to  see  some  of  the  work  vour  mission  dollars 
are  doing. 

Attending  an  Annual  Meeting  of  Women's  Division  in  New  York 
was  another  special  event;  meeting  personally  some  of  those  who 
names  which  appear  in  Response  magazine  and  elsewhere  such  as, 
Joyce  Sohl,  Deputy  General  Secretary  of  Women's  Division  (that 
means  she's  the  Chief!),  Connie  Takamine,  WD  Treasurer,  Mary 
Kercheval  Short,  Director  of  Service  Center,  and  many  others. 

She  is  grateful  to  United  Methodist  Women  for  helping  her  to 
hone  her  driving  and  map-reading  skills.  The  many  hours  on  the 
road,  at  her  desk  and  on  the  telephone  are  all  worthwhile  when  she 
hears  one  of  you  tell  her  of  exciting  things  going  on  in  your  local 
unit . The  local  woman  is  the  most  important  one  here . Without 
her,  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  rest  of  us.  That  is  why  it 
behooves  each  of  us  to  be  concerned  with  membership.  All  of  the 
wonderful  work  carried  on  by  United  Methodist  Women  will  suffer  if 
the  numbers  and  the  dollars  decline.  We  cannot  allow  this  to 
happen;  we  must  not  permit  it! 

On  a personal  note,  "I  want  to  thank  my  team  members  and 
others  for  the  support  given  me  during  times  of  family  illness  and 
lifting  my  spirits  when  they  sagged.  Thanks  to  my  local  church 
members  and  my  pastor,  Rev.  Wes  Reagan  and  unlimited  use  of  the 
church  copy  machine.  Special  thanks  to  my  children,  who  came  to  mv 
rescue  when  I had  a computer  crisis  (and  they  were  many)  and  thanks 
to  my  husband,  Earl,  for  keeping  the  home  fires  going  during  m.y 
many  times  away  from  home  and  mastering  the  microwave,  for  using 
more  clerical  skills  than  he  probably  wanted,  for  his  patience  when 
I got  testy  (and  that  was  often  in  recent  days)  and  for  his 
unflagging  support  and  encouragement." 

Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  thanks  to  God  for  the  strength 
and  energy  to  perform  the  tasks  and  for  providing  a wav  for  me  to 
attend  functions  away  from  home  when  family  situations  made  it  seem 
doubtful . 

In  closing,  "I  would  like  to  share  some  words  sent  to  me  bv  a 
friend:  "God  can  guide  our  path  through  the  light  of  HIS  WORD. 
When  we  trust  in  the  Lord,  He  gives  us  light  for  guidance  and 
strength  to  do  what  He  asks  of  us.  Often  we  would  like  to  see  the 
complete  path  ahead,  but  God  allows  His  light  to  shine  on  our  path 
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just  far  enough  for  us  to  take  the  next  step.  This  requires  faith 
to  go  forward,  knowing  the  light  will  shine  before  us  as  we  need 
it.  As  you  pray,  surrender  your  life  in  trust  to  HIS  LIGHT." 

2 Samuel  22:29  tells  us,  "Indeed,  you  are  my  lamp,  O LORD,  the 
LORD  lightens  my  darkness." 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS: 

Norma  Winegeart,  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations, 
reports  that  the  Women's  Division  has  given  us  some  new  guidelines 
concerning  nominations  from  the  floor.  The  Conference  Committee  on 
Nominations  has  asked  the  Standing  Rules  Committee  to  consider 
adding  the  following  statement  to  our  present  Conference  Standing 
Rules : 


When  nominations  from  the  floor  occur  the  election  must  be 
postponed  until  later  in  the  meeting  to  allow  time  for  the 
Committee  on  Nominations  to  confer  with  the  nominee.  Elections  for 
other  offices  can  proceed  or  be  postponed  until  all  offices  are 
voted  on.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  to  verify  the  tenure  eligibility  of  the  nominee.  The 
election  should  not  proceed  until  this  is  done  and  the  job 
description  has  been  reviewed  with  the  nominee.  If  the  nominee  is 
not  present,  the  committee  should  verify  that  this  has  been  done. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Committee  on  Nominations  has  met  and 
prayerfully  considered  each  office  and  submits  the  following  list 
of  nominees  for  officers: 

Re-election  for  two  years  1998-1999: 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources  Gwen  Streams 

Communications  Coordinator  Rita  Parham 

Election  for  a two  year  term  - 1998-1999 
President 
Secretary 

Mission  Coordinator  for  Education 
and  Interpretation 
Mission  Coordinator  for  Membership 
Nurture  and  Outreach 

Committee  on  Nominations 

Members  Class  of  2001  Fannie  P.  Reddix 

Alice  Irving 

Committee  on  the  Charter  for  Racial 
Justice  Policies: 

One  District  President  June  Sanchez  1997-1998 

One  Member  of  the  Executive  Com.  Gwen  Streams  1997-1998-1999 
Two  additional  members  Jeroldean  Dommert  1998-2000 

Rita  Parham  1998-2000 


Elouise  Sanders 
Carolyn  Colvin 

Frances  Patton 

Brenda  J.  Canty 
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The  following  officers  have  unexpired  terms  and  will  continue  to 
serve  during  the  year  1998: 


Vice  President 
Treasurer 

Mission  Coordinator  for 
Spiritual  Growth 
Mission  Coordinator  for 
Social  Action 
Chairperson,  Committee  on 
Nominations 


Hilda  D.  Sills 
Evelyn  Evans 

Annette  Fortuna 

Muriel  Miller 

Norma  S . Winegeart 


Continuing  as  Members  of  the 
Class  of  1998 

Class  of  1999 
Class  of  2000 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the 


Committee  on  Nominations: 

Joyce  Hazel 
Ethel  Lilly 
Norma  S . Winegeart 
Eloise  Cox 
Rosalie  Pryor 
Betty  Tripp 
Gail  Epperson 
Committee  on  Nominations. 


"Madam  President,  at  this  time  the  Committee  on  Nominations  report, 
which  has  been  signed  by  each  member  of  the  committee,  is 
presented."  This  slate  of  nominees  is  presented  for  election. 

With  no  additional  nominations  from  the  floor,  the  delegates 
accepted  the  recommendations  from  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  all 
of  the  officers  were  elected. 


After  the  responsive  reading  led  by  Lottie  Palazzo,  a short 
recess  and  UMW  sings,  led  by  Dolores  Giles,  Betty  Cummings  asked  to 
speak  because  she  had  to  leave  early. 

CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED  - Betty  Cummings,  President.  Betty  brought 
greetings  from  the  Church  Women  United  in  Louisiana.  She  said  the 
high  point  of  their  year  was  the  March  14-15,  Leadership  Conference 
and  State  Assembly,  which  was  held  at  Shreveport's  Ramada  Inn,  the 
theme  "Effective  Leadership  for  Growth  and  Expansion."  CWU' s 
National  President  Susan  Shank  Mix  was  with  them,  encouraging  them 
to  remember  the  heritage  of  our  foremothers  in  Church  Women  United, 
and  to  reach  out  in  welcome  to  new  members  and  ideas.  She  also 
taught  them  the  difference  between  "installation"  of  officers  and 
having  a commitment  ceremony  for  new  and  continuing  of f icers- -and 
capped  it  with  an  inspiring  liturgical  dance  to  "Here  I Am,  Lord." 

A fascinating  report  on  the  Beijing  Conference  on  Women  was 
given  by  Trudie  Hays  of  Ruston,  the  only  Louisiana  woman  to  attend 
it.  She  urged  us  not  to  let  its  purpose  be  forgotten,  to  get 
involved  in  making  our  world,  our  corner  of  the  world  better  for 
women . 
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Chronologically  speaking,  they  a had  a good  fall  leaders' 
council  meeting  at  Tall  Timbers- -and  decided  that  this  year  they 
would  go  to  the  United  Methodist  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
The  World  Day  of  Prayer  theme,  "Like  A See  That  Grows  Into  A Tree, " 
was  prepared  by  women  of  Korea. 

Church  Women  United's  South  Central  Regional  Event--a  national 
assembly  held  regionally"  take  place  November  709  at  the  Harvey 
Hotel/Crown  Plaza,  Dallas-Ft.  Worth.  Betty  said  this  is  her  last 
official  "presidential"  visit  with  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women;  her  terms  end  in  March,  1998.  The  CWU  Annual 
Meeting  is  in  Baton  Rouge,  March  13-14,  1998  with  Dr.  Kathleen 

Hurty,  General  Director  as  the  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Hurty  took 
part  in  the  1991  Jubilee  celebration  in  St.  Louis,  and  is  very 
knowledgeable  about  CWU  from  the  ground  up  and  inside  out ! 

Greetings  from  Jurisdiction  Joyce  Elaine  Fish  brought 
greetings  from  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  She  said  that  she 
is  always  happy  to  come  to  the  Louisiana  Conference,  because  of  the 
warm  welcome  and  the  many  talented  people.  Joyce  is  a member  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Committee  on  Nominations.  Her 
mission  this  weekend  is  to  be  on  the  look  out  for  possible 
candidates  to  join  the  jurisdictional  team.  The  jurisdiction  is 
comprised  of  eight  (8)  states  representing  17  conferences  and  121 
districts.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  jurisdictional  meeting 
that  will  take  place  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  March  17-19,  2000.  She 

has  applications  and  recommendation  forms  for  anyone  who  wishes  to 
fill  them  out.  She  also  said  that  recommendations  should  only  be 
made  with  the  consent  of  the  nominee . 

Project  Reports 

Dulac  Community  Center  - Pam  Theriot  spoke  on  behalf  of  Donna 
Kay  Campbell,  Director,  who  could  not  attend.  Pam  gave  us  a brief 
overview  of  the  activities  at  Dulac,  including  the  Clanton  Chapel 
Pre-school  program.  There  are  programs  for  the  children  and  adults 
to  learn  about  sewing,  the  computer,  and  basic  education,  etc.  The 
children,  known  as  the  Golden  Eagles,  dance  and  perform,  but  they 
are  also  learning  about  their  heritage.  Pam  brought  a few 
brochures  on  Dulac.  United  Methodist  Women  are  encouraged  to  plan 
mission  events  and  tours  at  Dulac. 

Mac  Donell  United  Methodist  Children  Services  - Pamela 
Hoffpauir,  Vice  President  of  Resource  Development  gave  a brief 
overview  of  the  activities  at  Mac  Donell.  The  children  are 
residents  of  MacDonell's  and  the  staff  becomes  their  family.  The 
children  are  still  working  on  the  project  of  recycling  greeting 
cards.  United  Methodist  Women  are  encouraged  to  continue  to  send 
those  card  fronts  to  them.  Pam  also  left  brochures  about  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children  Services. 

Retiring  Officers  - Amy  Ward,  a former  conference  officer 
presented  Special  Recognition  Pins  to  the  following  retiring 
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officers:  Pat  Cobb,  President  for  4 years,  Marie  Young,  Mission 
Coordinator  for  (Christian  Global  Concerns)  Education  and 
Interpretation  for  4 years,  Harriette  Elrod,  (Membership 
Chairperson)  Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach  for  4 years,  and 
Fannie  P.  Reddix  for  8 years  (Publicity  and  Public  Relations  for  4 
years  and  Secretary  for  4 years) . 

Assembly  Promotion  - The  District  Presidents  paraded  around 
in  the  Chapel  with  paraphernalia  pertaining  to  the  Women's 
Assembly,  which  will  take  place  May  14-17,  1998  in  Orlando, 
Florida.  Several  of  the  conference  officers  modeled  the  collars 
that  will  be  worn  by  the  Louisiana  attendees.  If  anyone  needs  more 
information,  they  are  to  contact  their  district  president. 

This  session  ended  with  the  singing  of  a hymn. 


BANQUET 

Raddison  Hotel  - Kenner,  Louisiana 
Friday,  September  19,  1997  6:30  p.m. 

After  June  Sanchez  gave  the  Invocation  and  Blessing,  the 
Dillard  University  Quartet,  under  the  directions  of  Dr.  Carver 
Davenport  sang  several  selections. 

Hilda  Doakes  Sills  introduced  the  speaker,  S.  Dianna  Masters 
a Women's  Division  Director. 

Message.  S.  Dianna  Masters  brought  greetings  from  the  Women's 
Division  and  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  where  she  serves.  She 
also  brought  greetings  from  Jerry  Williams,  President  of  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  Core  Planning  Group,  and  her  church,  St.  Paul 
UMC  in  Dallas  where  her  husband  is  pastor. 

Dianna  said,  "that  our  theme, "Thy  Word  Is  A Lamp,  is  one  that 
highlights  God's  word."  "In  Him  was  light,  the  light  was  the  light 
of  all  people."  "The  scripture  also  tells  us  that  darkness  did  not 
overcometh,  so  if  we  allow  the  darkness  to  overcome  our  life,  then 
we  give  satan  a foothold  in  our  lives.  And  we  absolutely  cannot  do 
that,  because  when  satan  gets  in  your  car,  he's  going  to  want  to 
drive."  "Some  of  you  are  and  others  can  become  familiar  with  the 
thirty-seven  chapter  of  Ezekiel.  " Do  you  know  what  that  scripture 
is  about?"  "Dry  Bones."  . . . "There  was  no  lamp  . . . and  no  light 

in  the  valley  of  the  dry  bones.  We  must  allow  God's  word  to  lead 
us  daily,  and  . . .sometimes  moment  to  moment,  so  that  we  can  be  a 
light  to  the  world ."...  "God  always  has  to  be  the  head  of  every 
decision  that  we  make."  Each  person  was  asked  to  turn  to  their 
neighbor  and  say,  "I  am  the  light  of  where  I live."  and  she  said 
that  she  wanted  us  to  believe  it  when  we  said  it. 

"In  the  thirty-seven  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  the  Lord  is  saying 
can  these  bones  live?  Jesus  responded  to  similar  question  with 
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Nicodemus,  how  can  a person  be  born  again?"  "These  questions 
typify  our  struggle  in  having  to  explain  the  mighty  works  of  the 
Lord."  "Because  a lot  of  times,  the  might  works  of  the  Lord  are  not 
natural,  but  supernatural."  "And  just  in  case  you  did  not  know  it, 
we  serve  a super  and  supernatural  God.  " ... "We  sometimes  are 
hardpressed  to  try  to  explain,  being  born  again.  When  you  are 
truly  born,  you  know  that  it  doesn't  have  anything  to  do  with 
entering  into  your  mother's  womb."  "We  have  a hard  time  believing 
that  Jesus  walked  on  the  water.  ...We  sometimes  have  a hard  time 
explaining  being  raised  from  the  dead.  Jesus  died  on  the  cross  was 
buried  and  in  the  grave  for  three  days.  But  Jesus  wasn't  the  only 
one  in  the  bible  that  was  raised  from  the  dead."  . . .What  about  the 
parting  of  the  red  sea?  Have  you  all  had  any  more  seas  that  have 
been  parted,  other  than  when  the  Lord  parted  the  red  sea?  Making 
the  sun  stand  still  on  the  day  that  Jesus  was  crucified.  All  of 
those  are  supernatural  occurrences  that  we  all  believe  in.  You 
have  to  understand,  that  in  order  to  be  light,  you  too  have  to  be 
supernatural.  You  have  to  stand  firm  on  the  word,  and  stand  firm 
in  your  faith.  And  low  the  bones  were  dry.  . .and  the  bones  were 
very  dry.  ...dryness  is  a word  that  symbolizes  death. 

. . .Sometimes  it  becomes  so  dry  in  our  churches.  . . we  become 
sophisticated  mature...  stoic...  ready  for  First  Church  of  the 
Frigidaire . 

"We  don't  say  Amen,  we  don't  raise  our  hand,  we  don't  say, 
thank  you  Jesus.  We  say  boy  was  I lucky!  Lady  luck  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it;  it  is  God's  Blessings."  ..."We  don't  want  anything  dry 
in  our  daily  lives.  We  don't  want  a dry  sandwich,  a dry  salad  or 
dry  teacher's  class  or  a dry  teacher,  to  teach  a dry  subject. 

. . ."We  don't  want  to  go  to  no  church  with  dry  singing  and  dry 
preaching."  ..."You  want  a little  excitement  in  our  lives." 

...The  church  that  Dianna  attends,  "they  have  a hallelujah 
time,  and  it  not  only  lasts  on  Sunday,  but  it  takes  them  all 
through  the  week."  When  she  goes  places,  people  say,  there's  the 
lady  who  loves  to  hear  her  husband  preach.  "Yes  she  does,  because 
he  has  a word  from  the  Lord!  . . ."People  would  always  ask  John 
Wesley  why  do  people  come  from  far  and  near  to  hear  him  preach. 
And  he  replied,  that  when  he  preaches  he  sets  himself  on  fire  for 
the  Lord,  and  they  come  to  see  him  burn!"  ..."We  need  to  think 
about  in  our  churches,  UMW  circles,  . . . .and  on  our  conference. 
When  was  the  last  time  we  set  ourselves  on  fire  for  the  Lord." 

..."We  need  to  look  at  what  is  going  on  in  our  churches. 

. . .United  Methodist  are  very  organized,  . .do  things  in  community  and 
in  the  world...  and  one  thing  they  will  say  about  the  methodist 
church  is  that  they  are  very  dry.  Hopefully,  Not  the  United 
Methodist  Women. . . "When  I go  to  speak, . . .1  am  used  to  having  a 
participatory  kind  of  service,  I don't  want  this  to  be  very  dry. 
I want  to  know  that  you  are  out  there  and  the  Lord  has  blessed  you. 
...The  Lord  said  preach  to  the  bones...  The  Lord  said  Ezekiel,  I 
tell  you  to  lecture  to  the  bones,  I didn't  tell  you  to  pacify  the 
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bones,  I didn't  tell  you  to  placate  the  bones,  I told  you  preach  to 
the  bones!"  ...Ezekiel  went  back  to  the  valley  of  the  dry  bones 
and  said,  "bones!,  oh  bones.  Thus  said  the  Word  of  the  Lord!  And 
those  bones  started  rattling,  and  the  mountains  began  to  tremble." 
"The  Lord  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  those  bones  and  covered 
them  with  skin,  and  they  stood  on  their  feet  and  shouted 
hallelujah!"  "That's  what  needs  to  happen  in  our  churches!" 

"We  need  to  not  have  the  valley  of  dry  bones  in  our  churches,  in 
our  local  units,  in  our  district  meetings,  or  in  our  conference 
organization."  "We  need  to  be  like  Peter  and  John,  in  the  third 
chapter  of  Acts:  Silver  and  Gold  have  we  none,  but  we  give  such  as 
we  have. . . . Jesus. . ."  "We  have  to  stand  on  God's  word,  stand  firm 
on  God's  word,  because  that  is  the  only  way  they  we  are  going  to  be 
Lamps.  This  is  the  only  way  they  we  are  going  to  be  the  Light! 

Dianna  shared  a few  personal  experiences  where  the  Lord 
performed  miracles  in  her  life  and  how  He  healed  her.  "She  said 
that  when  you  really  want  the  Lord  to  answer  your  prayers,  you  pray 
specifically  for  what  you  want.  And  then  leave  it  in  God's  hands." 

. . . "Eternal  life  is  more  important  than  anything  in  this  entire 
world."  . . ."Right  now,  we  need  to  start  living  each  day  as  though 
it  may  be  the  last."  .."We  as  Christian  Women  must  always  be  that 
light, . . . we  must  be  the  ones  to  trust  in  the  Lord." 

After  that  inspiring  message  by  S.  Dianna  Masters,  the 

Cornerstone  Group,  under  the  direction  of  Simmie  Belongs  rendered 
several  musical  selections. 

Following  the  remarks  and  announcements,  Pat  led  us  in  a 

closing  prayer. 

Saturday  Morning 
Lawless  Chapel 
8:30  a .m. 


After  UMW  Sings,  led  by  Dolores  G.  Giles,  the  Morning  Prayer 
was  given  by  Rev.  Patricia  Turner-Brown.  Hilda  D.  Sills,  led  the 
Litany  of  Celebration. 

Report  of  Registration:  Kay  Dupuy,  Registrar,  reported  433 

persons  registered  for  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Project  Report: 

St.  Mark's  Community  Center.  After  the  special  music 
rendered  by  St.  Mark's  Jazz  Ensemble  Rev.  Gregor  Dike  gave  a brief 
overview  of  the  various  programs  in  operation.  Kirk  Ford  is  the 
director  of  the  children's  Jazz  Ensemble.  They  have  just  completed 
their  first  CD  entitled,  "The  First  Time  Out."  Rev.  Dike  also  left 
brochures  with  more  information  about  the  various  programs. 

Special  Mission  Recognition  - Pat  presented  a Special  Mission 
Recognition  Pin  to  the  following  women  who  have  been  ordained  as 
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Diaconal  Ministers  and  Elders: 


Ordained  Diaconal  Ministers : 


Mary  Jo  Babcock,  Barbara  LaVerne  Murray,  Inez  Daggs  Williams 
and  Sharon  Duplantis  Zehner. 

Ordained  as  Elders : 


Ellen  J.  Blue,  Virginia  Millett,  Ellen  B.  Montegudo,  and 
Charlotte  T.  Brent. 

Diaconal  Ministers  may  elect  to  become  permanent  Deacons.  Pat  sent 
special  Thank  You  Cards,  with  the  money  being  sent  to  mission  in 
their  honor,  to  the  following: 

Lusinda  M.  Warren,  Margaret  Sue  Kelly,  Barbara  Cain  Einsel, 
Joaquin  Garcia- Jimenez , Regina  Levinson  Wren  and  Linda  Claire  Fox. 

A Special  Recognition  Pin  was  also  given  to  Hilda  D.  Sills, 
Chairperson  for  Annual  Meeting  and  Lottie  Palazzo,  Assistant 
Chairperson . 

The  Pledge  Service.  The  Pledge  Service  was  led  by  Evelyn 
Evans,  Conference  Treasurer. 

“Lamplighters" 

CONFERENCE  TREASURER;  As  a boy  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was 
fascinated  by  the  old  lamplighter  who  went  about  with  a ladder  and 
a torch,  setting  the  street  lights  ablaze  for  the  night.  One 
evening,  as  the  young  Robert  stood  watching,  his  parents  heard  him 
exclaim,  "Look,  Look!  There  is  a man  out  there  punching  holes  in 
the  darkness." 

As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  are  called  to  be  lamplighters  for 
God,  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word,  to  punch  holes  in  the 
darkness.  We  do  this  with  our  pledge  to  mission. 

As  we  receive  the  Undesignated  Pledge  from  each  district,  will  the 
members  of  that  district  stand.  A member  from  your  District  will 
lead  you  in  your  response . 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  "Then  Jesus  cried  out  as  he  was 
teaching  in  the  temple,  'You  know  me  and  you  know  where  I am  from. 
I have  not  come  on  my  own.  But  the  one  who  sent  me  is  true,  and 
you  do  not  know  him.  I know  him,  because  I am  from  him,  and  he 
sent  me.'"  John  7:28-29 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  may  know 
God.  Acadiana  District  pledges  $19,000.00. 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  "Then  Jesus  said  to  the  Jews  who 
had  believed  in  him,  "If  you  continue  in  my  word,  you  are  truly  my 
disciples;  and  you  will  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  make  you 
free."  John  8:31-32 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  my 
experience  freedom  in  Christ.  Alexandria  District  pledges 
$27, 000 . 00 . 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  Jesus  taught  Nicodemus  telling  him 
"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son,  so  that 
everyone  who  believes  in  Him  may  not  perish  but  may  have  eternal 
lif e . John  3:16 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  may  know 
of  His  love.  Baton  Rouge  District  pledges  $41,000.00. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  God  sent  Christ  in  the  form  of  a 
child  as  the  messenger  to  bring  good  news  to  the  poor.  Christ 
rebuked  those  who  sought  to  push  children  aside,  saying:  "Whoever 
received  this  child  in  my  name  receives  me."  Matthew  18:3-4 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  concerning 
children.  Lake  Charles  District  pledges  $41,750.00. 

MONROE  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  1 Corinthians  12:36  reminds  us  that  we 
are  all  members  of  the  body  of  Christ;  "if  one  member  suffers,  all 
suffer  together  with  it." 

MONROE  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  concerning 
healing.  Monroe  District  pledges  $29,000.00. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  Paul  in  writing  to  the  Colossians 
reminds  us  of  the  source  of  peace:  "Let  the  peach  of  Christ  rule 
in  your  hearts,  since  as  members  of  one  body  you  were  called  to 
peace."  Colossians  3:15 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  may  know 
peace.  New  Orleans  District  pledges  $42,640.00. 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT  TREASURER:  If  we  are  to  be  witnesses  to  the 
light,  what  does  God  require  of  us?  "He  has  told  you,  O mortal, 
what  is  good;  and  what  does  the  Lord  require  of  you  but  to  do 
justice,  and  to  love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God? 
Micah  6 : 8 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
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lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  may  know 
justice.  North  Shore  District  pledges  $21,500.00. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  TREASURER;  "Give,  and  it  will  be  given  to  you.  A 
good  measure,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  running  over,  will  be 
put  into  your  lap;  for  the  measure  you  give  will  be  the  measure  you 
get  back."  Luke  6:38 

RUSTON  DISTRICT:  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  concerning 
giving.  Ruston  District  pledges  $30,000.00. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  TREASURER;  "You  are  the  light  of  the  world. 
A city  built  on  a hill  cannot  be  hid.  No  one  after  lighting  a lamp 
puts  it  under  the  bushel  basket,  but  on  the  lampstand,  and  it  gives 
light  to  all  in  the  house.  In  the  same  way,  let  your  light  shine 
before  others,  so  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  give  glory 
to  your  Father  in  heaven." 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT;  As  United  Methodist  Women,  we  will  be  a 
lamplighter  helping  to  spread  the  light  of  His  word  so  all  may  see 
His  good  works  reflected  in  our  deeds.  Shreveport  District  pledges 
$47, 000 . 00 . 

CONFERENCE  TREASURER;  God's  word  is  a lamp  unto  our  feet  and  a 
light  unto  our  path.  To  mirror  this  light  the  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  pledge  $260,000.  Thanks  be  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow.  Amen. 

After  the  Offertory  Prayer  and  offering  The  Hand  Bell  Ensemble 
from  the  Kenner  United  Methodist  Church  Bell  Choir  rendered  special 
music . 


Morning  Message.  S.  Dianna  Masters,  Women's  Division  Director 
gave  the  morning  message.  Her  message  was  entitled.  The 
University  of  Adversity.  The  essence  of  her  message  was  that  God 
is  getting  us  ready  for  something  else.  We  will  have  struggles  in 
life  and  adversity  comes  in  different  sizes,  shapes,  races  and 
circumstances.  We  are  preparing  for  eternal  life.  We  must  always 
remember  that  God  is  with  us  at  all  times.  All  we  have  to  do  is 
call  on  Him  and  trust  Him. 

The  Mission  Candle  was  extinguished  at  10;  26  a.m. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS;  The  officers  were  installed  by  Lynn 
Foil,  former  President  of  the  New  Orleans  District.  She  was 
assisted  by  her  daughter,  Kay  Dupuy,  a former  New  Orleans  District 
officer . 


92 


INVITATION  TO  1998  CONFERENCE  ANNUAL  MEETING  - Maxie  Garrett, 
President  of  the  Ruston  District  and  Kittie  DeFreese  extended  an 
invitation  to  host  the  1998  Annual  Meeting  At  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston,  Louisiana,  September  18-19.  The  invitation  was  accepted. 

ADJOURNMENT  - Following  a few  brief  remarks  by  the  new 
president,  and  proper  action  by  motion,  Elouise  Sanders  declared 
the  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  adjourned. 


Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Secretary 
Pat  Cobb,  President 


SERVICE  OF  HOLY  COMMUNION 

The  Service  of  Holy  Communion  was  held  following  the 
adjournment  of  Annual  Meeting.  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  gave  the 
Communion  Meditation  focused  on  having  faith  in  God.  Here  is  an 
excerpt:  ..."Sometimes  life  puts  us  in  situations  we  had  not 
planned  for.  It  takes  us  places,  we  had  not  planned  to  go.  It 
challenges  us  to  do  things  we  did  not  imagine  we  could  do.  It  just 
says,  keep  on  marching,  keep  on  going,  keep  on  being  the  child  of 
God.  And  wherever  it  leads  you,  God  will  be  there  to  see  you 
through . " 

Communion  was  served  by  Reverends  Helena  Wright -Butler , Ellen 
J.  Blue,  Wesley  C.  Reagan,  Randall  E.  Campbell,  George  A.  Duerson, 
Samuel  Walker,  Sr.,  and  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  and  Pat  Cobb. 

SENDING  FORTH  - Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  ended  the  service  with 
a prayer. 
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SCHOOL  OF  CHRISTIAN  MISSION 


Two  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  women  and  children  gathered  at  Centenary  College  on 
July  17  through  20,  1997.  They  were  participants  for  the  Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission.  Each  came  with  the  assurance  of  a dedicated  and  spiritually  inspired  group  of  study 
leaders. 


The  1997  theme  was  "Visioning  Justice  and  Hope."  The  study  leaders  were: 
JOSHUA.. .Mary  Lou  Blakeman  of  Monroe;  BRAZIL..  Emily  McCoy  of  St.  Martinville,  Rev. 
Clifton  Conrad,  Sr.  of  Lafayette,  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady 
of  Blanchard;  CHRISTIANS  LIVING  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  A VIOLENT  SOCIETY.. .Dr.  J. 
Phillip  Woodland  of  Baton  Rouge,  Lois  Heath  of  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Joe  Elmore  and  Billye 
Elmore  of  LaMesa,  CA.  These  devoted  and  capable  leaders  were  tremendously  appreciated  by 
the  school  committee. 

Jacqueline  S.  Campbell  led  the  children’s  school.  They  studied  "A  Call  to  Hope." 
Eleven  Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships  were  awarded.  The  Monroe  District  won  the  attendance 
banner.  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  continue  to  be  the  place  where  United  Methodist  Women 
and  others  can  reflect  on  their  faith  journeys,  grow  in  Christian  Discipleship  and  engage  in 
personal  and  collective  action  as  a result  of  study. 


Harriette  Elrod,  Dean 


1997  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  RETREAT 

The  1997  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Retreat  was  held  at  the  conference  center 
on  the  weekend  of  February  28  - March  2.  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  along  with  its 
courteous  management,  provided  a wonderful  setting  for  a spiritual  retreat  experience.  The  theme 
of  this  10th  bi-annual  retreat  was,  "Christian  Women:  Living  As  Sisters,"  reflecting  on  the  story 
of  Ruth  and  Naomi  found  in  Ruth  1:16-18.  The  retreat  leader.  Rev.  Leslie  Nichols  Akin,  was 
inspiring  and  truly  lead  by  God  as  she  guided  us  as  sisters  in  reflection  of  our  encounters  with 
life’s  strokes,  splashes  and  spills.  The  stimulating  leadership  of  our  retreat  leader  was  coupled 
with  inspiring  music  from  Yvette  & Larry  Weatherton,  a young  newly  wed  couple  who  truly 
touched  us  with  expressions  of  their  love  and  witness  for  Jesus  Christ. 

In  addition  to  the  leadership  of  our  retreat  and  music  leaders,  the  Lord  used  the  leadership 
of  twenty  group  leaders  from  each  district  and  the  task  force  which  included  Betty  Pope  as 
Assistant  Chairperson  and  Evelyn  Evans  as  Registrar,  to  make  this  a blessed  experience.  Overall, 
the  eager  participation  of  more  than  150  women  in  attendance  made  gathering  in  small  clusters 
a rich  and  cuddling  experience  as  we  discussed  our  stories  as  sisters  do.  Each  small  gathering 
was  like  a slumber  party,  but  one  of  focus  and  direction. 
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The  retreat  ended  on  Sunday  with  a Holy  Communion  service  as  we  were  fed  and  served 
once  more  spiritually  by  our  retreat  leader,  Rev.  Leslie  Akin.  Praise  be  to  God  for  all  the  things 
He  had  done,  for  He  used  each  of  us  as  sisters  and  our  experiences  of  life’s  strokes,  splashes  and 
spills  to  give  us  a spiritual  encounter  with  Him. 


Doris  Brown,  Chairperson 


DISTRICT  ELECTED  LEADERS  TRAINING 

District  Elected  Leaders  Training  (DELT)  was  held  on  Saturday,  October  25,  1997  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  with  90  present.  There  was  100%  attendance  of  the  conference 
officers,  retiring  and  newly  elected;  ALL  of  the  District  Presidents;  ALL  of  the  District 
Secretaries;  and  ALL  of  the  District  Treasurers. 

Sue  Johnson,  executive  secretary  for  leadership  education.  Women’s  Division,  was  our 
special  guest  for  the  day  and  spoke  to  the  entire  group  following  lunch.  Sue’s  office  is  at  the 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville,  TN.  The  Louisiana  Conference  is  the  only  conference  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  that  is  a part  of  the  Nashville  Region. 

Fannie  P.  Reddix,  assistant  chairperson  for  this  event,  was  in  charge  of  registration,  name 
tags  and  room  signs. 

Registration  was  scheduled  for  9:30  a.m.,  with  officer  training  groups  from  10:00  to  12 
noon.  The  group  meeting  was  at  1:00  p.m.  in  the  Chapel  and  we  dismissed  at  2:00  p.m.  The 
Conference  Center  had  several  other  groups  there  that  same  day  and  therefore,  some  groups  had 
to  share  small  rooms  with  dividers.  Otherwise,  it  was  a great  day!! 

The  Executive  Committee  meeting  at  Mid-Year  decided  that  the  New  Orleans  and  North 
Shore  District  people  could  come  the  night  before.  Therefore,  we  reserved  6 rooms  and  we  did 
have  23  spend  the  night.  But,  the  chair  recommends  that  the  Finance  Committee  draw  up  some 
new  guidelines  on  one-day  meetings,  as  it  was  more  expensive  to  bring  two  district  than  the  other 
seven  combined.  And,  it  was  difficult  to  explain  to  others  who  wanted  to  come  early  why  they 
were  not  on  the  list  of  those  who  were  privileged  to  come  the  day  ahead. 

Norma  S.  Winegeart,  Chairperson 
Fannie  P.  Reddix,  Assistant  Chairperson 
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DATA  SHEET 


DISTRICT 


MEMBERSHIP* 


Acadiana 936 

Alexandria 688 

Baton  Rouge 1621 

Lake  Charles 1160 

Monroe 1030 

New  Orleans 1327 

North  Shore 875 

Ruston 889 

Shreveport 1692 


TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP  10,218.00 
*Numbers  were  taken  from  district  reports 
{All  units  did  not  give  membership  total) 


SERVICE  CENTER 


Order  Toll  Free 1-800-305-9857 

Telephone  Number  1-513-761-2100  (9-4:45  - ET) 

Fax  1-513-761-3722 


Address 

SERVICE  CENTER 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES, 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45222-1800 
or 

P.  O.  Box  691328 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45269-1328 

WOMEN'S  DIVISION  HOME  PAGE 

To  log  on  to  the  United  Methodist  Women  home  page: 

+ Double-click  on  the  Internet  Service  Provider  icon 

(e.g.,  NetScape,  America  Online,  etc.) 

+ Log  in  to  the  Internet  as  instructed 

+ At  the  Location  field,  type  http ; //gbgm-umc . org/UMW/ 

+ Press  ENTER. 

+ Scroll  through  the  web  page.  Double-click  on  any 

underlined  text  to  jump  to  different  pages. 
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1998  DISTRICT  ANNUAL  MEETINGS 


Acadiana 

October 

10 

Sager  Brown,  Baldwin 

Alexandria 

October 

4 

Pollock  UMC,  Pollock 

Baton  Rouge 

November 

7 

TBA 

Lake  Charles 

November 

7 

DeQuincy  UMC,  DeQuincy 

Monroe 

October 

10 

Hope  UMC,  Monroe 

New  Orleans 

October 

10 

Brooks  UMC,  New  Orleans 

North  Shore 

October 

10 

E.  S.  Memorial  UMC,  Bogalusa 

Ruston 

October 

4 

Chatham  UMC,  Chatham 

Shreveport 

October 

11 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

LOCAL  QUARTERLY  REPORTS  DUE  DISTRICT  TREASURER 


February  15 
May  15 
August  15 
November  15 


DISTRICT  QUARTERLY  REPORTS  DUE  CONFERENCE  TREASURER 

March  1 
June  1 
September  1 
December  1 


